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The Newsletter for Marshall University

January 24, 2018

Reed serving as president of national arts organization
Sandra J. Reed, professor and director of Marshall University’s
School of Art and Design, has begun a three-year term as president of
the SECAC, an organization dedicated to education and research in
the visual arts. She was elected by members during the 73rd annual
meeting in Columbus in October 2017.
Reed has been a member of SECAC since 2002 and served as first
vice president from 2014 to 2017. She also has served on the organization’s board of directors
and was conference director for the 2011 annual meeting in Savannah, Georgia. Eight years ago,
Reed initiated SECAC’s mentoring program, a resource for professors in the arts.
She received her undergraduate degree at Drake University and her M.F.A. degree at the George
Washington University. She joined Marshall in 2014 to serve as director of the School of Art and
Design, following more than 20 years of teaching and administration at the Savannah College of
Art and Design.
SECAC was founded in 1942 to support artists, scholars and arts professionals who are engaged
in and supporting higher education, research, and creative activities in the visual arts. Members
are located across the United States and abroad. SECAC fulfills its purpose in part by sponsoring
an annual fall conference, hosted by an institution of higher learning. The conference provides
members with a forum for the exchange of ideas and concerns relevant to the practice and study
of art. The organization also publishes a newsletter and the scholarly journal Art Inquiries.
For more information, contact Reed at reedsa@marshall.edu or 304-696-5451.

2017 W2 forms to be mailed this month
W2’s will be mailed, to the current payroll address on file, on or before 1/31/2018. Please visit
www.marshall.edu/finance/w-2s/ for the latest updates.

School of Music to continue Jazz Night at the Press Club series,
starting tonight
The Jazz Department in Marshall’s School of Music will continue
its Jazz Night at The Press Club concert/performance series
beginning this evening (Wednesday, Jan. 24) at the Press Club,
1212 Fourth Ave.
Marshall’s Jazz Combo I, community members, and other special
guest artists and groups are invited perform as part of this series,
which then will continue every other Wednesday until the end of
the semester. It is organized in collaboration with Dr. Martin
Saunders, director of jazz studies at Marshall.

The series aims to showcase America’s only original art form in an intimate and artistic space.
There is no cost to attend or to perform as part of Jazz Night at The Press Club. For more
information about performing or attending, contact Marshall student Jacob Lambert at
Lambert200@marshall.edu.

Marshall Distinguished Professor guest scholar to present
upcoming concerts
Marshall’s 2018 Edwards Distinguished Professor guest scholar
Dr. Christopher Hainsworth, organist and harpsichordist, will
perform two upcoming concerts in Huntington.
The first will be a baroque concert at 7:30 p.m. Wednesday, Jan.
31, in Smith Recital Hall, where he will be joined by Dr.
Elizabeth Reed Smith on the violin, Dr. Wendell Dobbs on the
flute, Dr. Solen Dikener on the cello and tenor Dr. Alexander
Lee. There will be a repeat performance for residents of the Woodlands retirement community.
The second concert is planned for noon Thursday, Feb. 1, at Fifth Avenue Baptist Church, 1135
Fifth Ave., where he will present a solo organ recital.
All are welcome to the free concerts, made possible by the Marshall University School of Music
and College of Arts and Media, as well as Music Director Dr. John Campbell of Fifth Avenue
Baptist Church. The events are also funded in part by the Joan C. Edwards Distinguished
Professors in the Arts Endowment.

A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series to kick off spring semester
celebrating Appalachian identities
The A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers Series at Marshall will
kick off the spring semester by featuring the newly released
anthology, Unbroken Circle: Stories of Cultural Diversity in
the South. Okey Napier, Julia Watts and Jeff Mann will be
sharing stories of Appalachian identity, queerness and
authentic community.
Readings will take place at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 25, in the
Don Morris Room of Marshall’s Memorial Student Center.
The anthology, published in May of 2017, highlights a
variety of Appalachian experience, including queer experience and other regionally marginalized
voices.

Napier teaches sociology at Marshall, as well as Ohio University and Mountwest Community
and Technical College. He is working on his M.F.A. degree in creative arts (creative nonfiction
and fiction) at West Virginia Wesleyan College. Napier’s essay Dave was included in the
Unbroken Circle anthology that will be featured at this event. Napier is also author of the novels
Make Me Pretty Sissy (pending publication) and The Beast of Gevaudan (pending publication),
and is working on a memoir, Rainbow in the Mountains: Growing up Gay and Fabulous in
Appalachia.
Watts has authored over a dozen novels, including the Lambda Literary Award-winning Finding
H.F., the Lambda Literary and Golden Crown Literary Society Award finalist The Kind of Girl I
Am and the Lambda Literary Award finalist and Golden Crown Literary Award-winning Secret
City. She has a bachelor’s degree from the University of Tennessee, a master’s degree in English
from the University of Louisville, and an M.F.A. in writing from Spalding University. She lives
in Knoxville, Tennessee, and teaches at South College and in Murray State University’s lowresidency M.F.A. in writing program. Her latest two projects have been collaborative, the novel
Rufus + Syd, co-written with Robin Lippincott, and the Unbroken Circle anthology, co-edited
with Larry Smith.
Mann has published five books of poetry, Bones Washed with Wine, On the Tongue, Ash, A
Romantic Mann and Rebels; two collections of essays, Edge and Binding the God; and a book of
poetry and memoir, Loving Mountains, Loving Men. He is also the author of six novels, Fog,
Purgatory, Cub, Salvation, Country and Insatiable; and he has authored three volumes of short
fiction, A History of Barbed Wire, Desire and Devour, and Consent. He teaches creative writing
at Virginia Tech.
After the reading, there will be a Q&A with the audience and book signing. Books will be
available for sale, and light refreshments will be served.
All are welcome. The celebration is presented with support from the Marshall University
Department of English, the College of Liberal Arts, Sexuality Studies, and the West Virginia
Humanities Council.
For more information, contact Dr. Sarah Chavez, coordinator of the A.E. Stringer Visiting Writers
Series, at chavezs@marshall.edu or 304-696-3341.

Marshall’s ‘The L’ recognized at the State Capitol by the WV
Legislature
Marshall University’s Luke Lee Listening Language Learning Lab, also known as “The L,” had
a presence at the West Virginia State Capitol Jan. 18, when it was recognized for its work in
providing listening and spoken language outcomes to deaf and hard-of-hearing children.
Established in 2006, The L is the first preschool program in West Virginia providing listening
and spoken language outcomes to children with hearing loss, according to Jodi Cottrell, director
of The L. Cottrell said parents and students served by The L attended and scheduled
appointments with legislators throughout tha day.
“I am honored for the recognition of our services by the state of West Virginia and we are very
appreciative of their support to continue our services,” Cottrell said. “Events such as this are very
important because they raise awareness about our program, and allow legislators to meet the
families and children who are impacted by their support.”
Cottrell said the organization received a citation from the delegates of the 16th, 17th and 18th
districts of the West Virginia House of Delegates honoring all they do.
Currently, The L provides services to children–including infants, toddlers, preschoolers and
those of school age–to achieve listening and spoken language outcomes that will allow them to
mainstream into their home schools and communicate with their hearing peers.
“Children who are deaf or hard of hearing and use hearing aids or a cochlear implant are eligible
for services,” Cottrell said. “The program teaches parents and caregivers the knowledge and
skills to develop their children’s listening and spoken language through the use of their hearing
with proper hearing technology.”
For more information about the services provided by The L, visit www.marshall.edu/TheL.

June Harless Center Hall of Fame inducts four
Three people and the NASA Independent Verification and Validation (IV & V) Educator
Resource Center (ERC) were inducted into the June Harless Center for Rural Educational
Research and Development Hall of Fame Jan. 12.

Brad and Alys Smith were honored as inductees. Brad Smith serves as chairman and chief
executive officer of Intuit. According to Harless Hall of Fame officials, he has established an
innovative culture leading to initiatives to reimagine and reinvent Intuit to harness emerging
technology and trends.
Clayton Burch, associate state superintendent of schools, was the third inductee. Burch works
directly under the State Superintendent of Schools as a leader for the joint strategic plan for the
West Virginia Department of Education and the State Board of Education. Hall of Fame officials
say that Burch has moved forward an agenda that targets initiatives focusing on college and
career readiness, school entry readiness, third grade literacy, attendance and increased graduation
rates, as well as professional and personalized learning.
Another inductee was the NASA Independent Verification and Validation (IV & V) Educator
Resource Center (ERC). The center, in partnership with Fairmont State University, provides
resources and training opportunities to many West Virginia educational communities with
science, technology, engineering and mathematics resources for the classroom. The ERC
provides inservice, preservice and informal educators with an easily accessible source of
materials that reflect NASA’s current research and technology in earth and space sciences.
The event also featured the presentation of the Hallie Harless Distinguished Teacher Award to
Whitney Preston. Preston is a pre-kindergarten teacher at West Chapmanville Elementary School
in Logan County, West Virginia.
The Harless Center also recognized Mary Hodges for her unwavering support of the June Harless
Center initiatives and West Virginia educational programs.
The evening showcased the many diverse initiatives of the Harless Center: West Virginia STEM
Professional Learning, Early Literacy, Pre-K initiatives, Shewey Science Academy, Improving
Teacher Quality grants in Cabell, Lincoln, Wayne, and Mason Counties, outdoor learning,
STEM programs with littleBits and Sphero, and the CREATE Lab satellite, with tools provided
by the partnership with Carnegie Mellon University.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Jan. 31, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Jan. 29, 2018.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/January-24-2018.

