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The Newsletter for Marshall University

October 24, 2018

New York Times Best-Selling Author Doris
Kearns Goodwin to lecture at the Keith-Albee
Friday
Pulitzer Prize-winning author Dr. Doris Kearns
Goodwin will be discussing her newest book at the
Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center Friday, Oct. 26,
at 7:30 p.m. There will be a Q&A session
immediately following her presentation.
Goodwin’s newest book, “Leadership in Turbulent
Times,” was just released Sept. 18. “Leadership in Turbulent Times” tells the journey of four
U.S. presidents: Abraham Lincoln, Theodore Roosevelt, Franklin D. Roosevelt and Lyndon B.
Johnson.
Goodwin graduated magna cum laude and Phi Beta Kappa from Colby College, and was a
Woodrow Wilson Fellow. She earned a Ph.D. in government from Harvard University, where
she taught government, and, at the age of just 24, became a White House Fellow, working
directly with President Lyndon Johnson. Goodwin served as an assistant to President Johnson
and later helped him with the preparation of his memoirs.
Her work with President Johnson led her to write her first book, “Lyndon Johnson and the
American Dream,” which became a New York Times Best Seller in 1977.
Goodwin’s book “No Ordinary Time: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home Front in
World War II” won the Pulitzer Prize for History in 1995. “No Ordinary Time” was also

awarded the Harold Washington Literary Award, the New England Bookseller Association
Award, the Ambassador Book Award and The Washington Monthly Book Award.
Steven Spielberg’s Academy Award-winning film “Lincoln” was based on Goodwin’s bestseller
“Team of Rivals.” The film “Lincoln” grossed $275 million at the box office and earned 12
Academy Award® nominations. “Team of Rivals” was the winner of the Lincoln Prize and the
inaugural Book Prize for American History.
Spielberg also owns the movie rights to Goodwin’s book “The Bully Pulpit: Theodore Roosevelt,
William Howard Taft, and the Golden Age of Journalism.”
Goodwin is well known for her appearances on all major television and cable networks and
shows, including “Meet the Press” and “The Late Show with Stephen Colbert.” She also had a
role in the FX horror anthology “American Horror Story” and on “The Simpsons” in the role of
Lisa Simpson’s teacher.
She will be taking questions from the audience after her lecture.
Tickets for Doris Kearns Goodwin are $81.97/60.03/49.07. Contact the Marshall Artists Series
Box Office at 304-696-6656, or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. Persons may also visit
our box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. Box office
hours are Monday through Friday 12 p.m.-4 p.m.
Doris Kearns Goodwin is sponsored by the West Virginia Higher Education Policy Commission,
AEP – Appalachian Power, The Chirico Family, Anonymous, KEE 100, WVHU, WSAZ, The
Herald-Dispatch, Marshall University and the Marshall Artists Series.

Marshall to roll out training for Title IX, Clery
Act amendments
Marshall is providing an interactive training program to educate faculty and staff about Title IX
of the Education Amendments of 1972 and the key Campus Sexual Violence Elimination (SaVE)

Act provisions that were incorporated into law via the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA)
and the Violence Against Women Reauthorization Act (VAWRA), according to Debra Hart,
Marshall’s TItle IX coordinator. These acts effectively amend the Clery Act.
Title IX is an important federal civil rights law that prohibits discrimination in education on the
basis of sex in education programs and activities that are the recipients of federal money. The
changes to the Clery Act and VAWA complement Title IX, and help protect people from sexual
violence on campus. The training also provides resources for reporting and resolving violence.
A message with a link to the online training will be distributed soon. All staff and faculty are
encouraged to complete this training in a timely manner.

Update on TAX CHANGE NOTICE for
employees enrolled in pre-tax parking payroll
deductions
This notice is an update to
information previously shared via
e-mail and in the “We Are
Marshall” weekly e-newsletter for
employees. The updated information
is in red, below.
The 2017 Tax Act created a change for employees who elected to have their parking fees deducted from
their pay pre-tax. This deduction is listed as “Tax-Sheltered Parking” on employees’ pay stubs.
Under the act, parking fees did not qualify for pre-tax deduction after Dec. 31, 2017.
Therefore, beginning with the Sept. 14, 2018, paycheck, the pre-tax treatment of parking fees ceased. This
change will result in an increase of taxable wages and the associated FICA, federal and state withholding
taxes. These increases will vary depending on each employee’s total parking fees and individual tax
status.

Payroll deductions for parking fees will continue but will no longer reduce taxable wages.
Additionally, in order for Marshall to report accurate wage information to the IRS, the total amount of
Tax-Sheltered Parking deductions from paychecks Jan. 5 through Aug. 31, 2018, will make necessary a
one-time addition to applicable gross wages on the Oct. 26, 2018, paycheck (not the Sept. 14 paycheck as
previously announced). This one-time addition to employees’ wages will, in turn, result in an increase of
taxable wages and the associated FICA, federal and state withholding taxes.

IT continues observance of National Cyber
Security Awareness Month
The Marshall University Information Technology
(IT) department is participating in National Cyber
Security Awareness Month (NCSAM) to raise
awareness of Cyber Security issues. Throughout
the month of October, Marshall IT will continue to
share information from the national campaign.
Week 4 will emphasize the importance of securing our critical infrastructure and highlight the
roles the public can play in keeping it safe. In addition, it will lead the transition into
November’s Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience Month, which is spearheaded by the
U.S. Department of Homeland Security. Our nation’s critical infrastructure runs on the Internet.
The systems that enable us to live our daily lives—the electrical systems, financial institutions,
transportation systems, and more—are all dependent upon a digital ecosystem. As cybersecurity
breaches continue to rise in frequency and scale, it is critical for all Marshall Students, Faculty
and Staff to understand their role and take steps to protect our critical infrastructure.
To find out more information and ways to get involved in National Cybersecurity Awareness
Month, visit www.marshall.edu/it/ncsam-2018/.

Marshall mechanical engineering, computer
science programs receive ABET accreditation
The College of Information Technology and Engineering has announced the accreditation of
two of its most popular programs. The Bachelor of Science in Computer Science degree program
and the Bachelor of Science in Mechanical Engineering program have received accreditation
from the ABET (Accreditation Board for Engineering and Technology). ABET accredits
institutions of higher education in computing, engineering, engineering technology and applied
and natural science, to ensure that when their graduates leave, they are well prepared to enter the
global workforce.
“I am very pleased to see the commitment of our faculty and staff, that resulted in securing
ABET accreditation for the Bachelor of Science in Computer Science and the Bachelor of
Science in Mechanical Engineering degree programs,” said Dr. Wael Zatar, dean of the College
of Information Technology and Engineering. “This achievement has elevated the credibility of
these two programs and will positively impact the growth of our programs and our ability to
recruit more talented students.”
Representatives from ABET visited the Huntington campus in October of 2017 to review
Marshall’s programs. The accreditation process also involves a comprehensive self-study report
that is thoroughly evaluated by a designated review team from the agency. It’s an 18-month
process from start to finish, and the final approval is granted by the board at its annual meeting.
“It’s common for mechanical engineering programs to be ABET accredited, since the
accreditation is such a widely recognized sign of quality,” said Dr. Asad Salem, chair of the
Weisberg Division of Engineering.
“The initial accreditation of our Bachelor of Science in Computer Science program by ABET is
an exciting achievement by students, faculty, and administration in the program exemplifying
program’s continued commitment to advancement in computer science education and practice,”
said Dr. Wook Sung Yoo, chair of the Weisberg Division of Computer Science.

Marshall’s bachelor’s degree program in Mechanical Engineering will be accredited through
Sept. 30, 2022, when the accreditation will be up for renewal. Accreditation for its bachelor’s
degree program in Computer Science will be up for renewal Sept. 30, 2024.
“We already knew that our mechanical engineering and computer science programs in the
College of Information Technology and Engineering are stellar, but to have it affirmed with
ABET accreditation is important for students to know as well,” said Marshall President Jerome
A. Gilbert. “They, along with businesses throughout our region and the world, can now see that
Marshall graduates are equipped with knowledge and solutions needed to strengthen today’s
economy.”

Marshall to host free FAFSA workshop for local
students
Marshall is hosting
a free “It’s FAFSA
Time” financial aid
workshop for local
students and their
families who need
assistance in filing
the 2019-20
FAFSA. The event
takes place from 1
to 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Oct. 24, in the Office of Student Financial Assistance (SFA) in Old Main, room
116, on Marshall’s Huntington campus.

Pamela Palermo, director of the university’s Office of SFA, said filling out the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) is perceived by many as being complicated and timeconsuming, but she wants students and families to know financial aid doesn’t have to be scary.
“Completing the FAFSA does seem scary,” Palermo said. “That’s why it is best to get an early
start so students are not overwhelmed later when deadlines approach. We hope hosting this event
in our office will get students familiar with us and the process so they know financial aid is a
conversation they can have on any campus without hesitation.”
In preparation for the workshop, Palermo said the student and parent should create a Federal
Student Aid ID at https://fsaid.ed.gov, which gives them access to FSA’s online systems and can
serve as their legal signature. She said parents and students should bring their FSA ID, 2017 tax
information and or income information, social security number and driver’s license to the
workshop.
“Students graduating from high school in 2019 and students already in college should submit the
2019-20 FAFSA now, even if they haven’t decided where to attend college,” Palermo said.
“Filing the FAFSA earlier could help students and their families make smarter college decisions.
Applying early could give students and parents that jump-start to discuss college affordability.
All personal FAFSA information reviewed and discussed with students and parents will be kept
private and confidential.”
This free event is open to prospective students, current students and the community at large. No
registration is required; walk-ins are welcome.
“It’s FAFSA Time” is sponsored by the Office of Student Financial Assistance, the Heart of
Appalachia Talent Search (HATS) program and the Office of Student Support Services. Contact
sfa@marshall.edu to learn more.

Marshall to host 3rd annual Tea and Talk event
to promote inclusiveness
The Office of Intercultural Affairs
will host the third annual “Campus
Tea and Talk” to give diverse
groups on campus an opportunity
to meet with one another and
discuss the social barriers they
may face on a daily basis. The
event will take place at 4 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 25, in the
university’s Brad D. Smith Foundation Hall.
In light of the current political climate, building relationships with others with whom we do not
hold common bonds is more important than ever, according to Maurice Cooley, associate vice
president for intercultural affairs.
“We want to bring people together who come from different cultures, races, ethnicities, religions
and lifestyles so they can have open, friendly conversations with one another,” Cooley said. “Tea
time holds a long tradition of bringing friends and family members together for conversation,
and it is considered vital for unity, cohesiveness and sharing.”
Cooley said the idea for the event originated from members of the university’s World Council,
which is made up of students from at least 20 different countries, including the United States.
“World Council members believe relationship-building exercises are critical to developing an
inclusive campus community, particularly as we find that we all have so much in common,”
Cooley said. “Conversations can be so simple, but serve the purpose of deconstructing social
barriers and often lead to new and lasting relationships.”

Established in 2015, the World Council seeks to create a more inclusive campus community
across all cultures and backgrounds in order to ensure the students of Marshall University thrive
in our globally connected society.
This event is free and open to the Huntington and university community. Business casual attire is
encouraged with sweet and savory snacks to be served.
To learn more about the World Council and the Office of Intercultural Affairs, visit
www.marshall.edu/intercultural.

55th annual International Festival returns to the
Huntington campus Saturday
The 55th annual Marshall
University International
Festival, organized by the
Office of International
Student Services, returns
to Marshall from 4 to 8
p.m. Saturday, Oct. 27, in
the Memorial Student
Center on the Huntington
campus.
Admission to the festival is free and open to the public. Guests are encouraged to purchase
international food samples from local vendors during the event. Participating restaurants include

Chateau D’Italia, Chipotle Mexican Grill, El Ranchito, Grano, Hibachi Japanese Steakhouse,
Kustom Kremes, Marshall Dining by Sodexo, Nawab Indian Cuisine, New China Garden Buffet
and Pho U & Mi.
The festival is West Virginia’s largest and longest-running international festival, featuring
international foods, world music, dance and displays representing many countries and cultures.
“Due to the immense success of our 54th International Festival relocation, we are thrilled to be
on campus once again to bring students together from different lifestyles, cultures and
backgrounds. This will provide valuable knowledge for our ever globalizing world,” said Jyotsna
Patel, event coordinator and administrator for the Center for International Programs at Marshall.
Children attending the event will have the opportunity to have a “passport” filled in as they travel
to various student booths representing more than 20 different countries. Face painting, cotton
candy, popcorn, a photo booth, games, crafts and more will also be available throughout the
event, including a special appearance by Marshall University’s Marco. This year the physics
department will have a demonstration table and hands-on activities.
Live entertainment will feature Voodoo Katz of Charleston, West Virginia, a six-man band
known for their core Caribbean and African numbers, as well as various performances by
Marshall University international students.
A silent auction will be held, and raffle tickets will be available throughout the event for chances
to win various items from the Marshall University Bookstore, Blenko Glass, Old Main
Emporium, Huntington Museum of Art, Contemporary Galleries of WV Inc., MU Artists Series,
local artists and more.
The event is sponsored by Insurance for Students Inc., Chipotle Mexican Grill, City National
Bank, Glenn’s Sporting Goods, Yeager Airport and Kroger.
For more information about Marshall University’s International Festival, contact the Office of
International Student Services at 304-696-6229, e-mail iss@marshall.edu or visit the
International Festival website at www.marshall.edu/iss/festival.

Marshall faculty to perform Romantic Trios
concert
Marshall’s School of
Music and Fifth
Avenue Baptist
Church will each
host a performance
of Romantic Trios, a
concert featuring
Marshall University
faculty.
Performers will
include Dr. Wendell Dobbs on flute, Dr. Elizabeth Reed Smith on violin, Dr. Solen Dikener on

cello and Dr. Johan Botes on piano. They will play the Grand Sonata for flute, cello and piano,
op. 65, by Jan Ladislav Dussek and the Piano Trio No. 2, op. 66, by Felix Mendelssohn.
Performances of Romantic Trios will take place at 7:30 p.m. Monday, Oct. 29, at Smith Recital
Hall and at noon Thursday, Nov. 1, at Fifth Avenue Baptist Church.
The concerts are free and open to the public as part of the MUsic Alive Guest Artist and Faculty
Chamber Music Concert Series.

Fraternity, sorority councils to have Trick or
Treat next week
The Infraternity and Panhellenic counciI fraternities and sororities are handing out candy at their
houses during Huntington Trick-or-Treat next Wednesday, Oct. 31, from 6 to 8 p.m., according
to Kaitlyn McClure, vice president of programs for the Marshall University Panhellenic Council.
“We hope to see everyone and their families come to our event,” McClure said.

Marshall Health to launch Walk with a Doc
program in Putnam County
Marshall Health-Teays Valley is encouraging local
residents to step toward better health by bringing Walk with
a Doc to Putnam County.
Walk with a Doc is a national program that brings doctors
and patients together to walk and talk about their health
concerns. Marshall Health’s first scheduled Walk with a
Doc is 8 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 3, at Valley Park in Hurricane.
Participants will enjoy a rejuvenating walk with orthopaedic spine specialist Tom Reinsel, M.D.,
who will answer questions about back and neck pain during the event.
“It’s had tremendous participation and success in hundreds of cities across the country,” said
Katie Thornhill, operations manager for Marshall Health-Teays Valley. “We’ll be scheduling a
number of themed walks throughout the year that will appeal to a wide range of patients.”
According to the American Heart Association, walking as little as 30 minutes a day can improve
blood pressure and blood sugar levels, help maintain a healthy body weight and lower the risk of
obesity, enhance mental well-being and reduce the risk of osteoporosis.
“Increasing exercise, even moderately, reduces the risks of many diseases, including coronary
heart disease, breast and colon cancer and type 2 diabetes,” Reinsel said. “Research has shown
that you could gain two hours of life for each hour that you exercise regularly.”
Walk with a Doc is a national nonprofit organization whose mission is to encourage healthy
physical activity in people of all ages and reverse the consequences of a sedentary lifestyle in
order to improve the health and well-being of the country.
“Walk with a Doc is honored to team up with Marshall Health-Teays Valley,” said David Sabgir,
M.D., founder of Walk with a Doc and a Columbus, Ohio-based cardiologist. “By incorporating

this program, Marshall Health is demonstrating an exceptional level of care and commitment to
their community.”
This public event is free and does not require preregistration. For more information, call
Marshall Health-Teays Valley at 304-691-6800.

Faculty Achievement: Dr. Sean McBride
Dr. Sean P. McBride, assistant professor of physics at Marshall, has been part of a collaboration
of investigators studying the ability of self-assembled nanoparticle membranes to conform them
to surfaces with Gaussian curvature. The collaboration’s research findings are presented in a
recent publication in Soft Matter titled “Conforming nanoparticle sheets to surfaces with
Gaussian curvature.”
The full publication is available at:
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/content/articlelanding/2018/sm/c8sm01640b#!divAbstract.

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Oct. 31, 2018. Please send items for
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Oct. 29, 2018.

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link:
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/October-24-2018.

