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The Newsletter for Marshall University                                 April 3, 2019
 

Unity Month kicks off Friday, April 5
 

Dear Marshall students, faculty, and staff, 

In the spirit of the Marshall University Creed, Unity 
Month events strive to promote an open, pluralistic, 
and socially conscious community. 

Sponsored by the President’s Commission on 
Diversity, Equality and Inclusion, our celebration of 
Unity Month kicks off this Friday, April 5, with a full 
schedule of programs. I encourage you to visit the 
commission website 
at www.marshall.edu/diversity and find at least one 
program to attend. All events are free and open to 
the public. 

I also hope you will consider nominating someone 
for the annual Diversity Awards. The awards 

recognize students, faculty, and staff who have helped cultivate an inclusive campus 
environment by celebrating, supporting, or enhancing diversity either on or off campus. 
All students, faculty, and staff are eligible for nomination here. 

As part of this year’s program, students also will have the opportunity to earn a 
certificate in diversity. Students who attend three Unity Month events will be eligible for 
this certificate. 

Unity Month seeks to initiate new conversations at Marshall to foster an inclusive 
campus and celebrate our diversity. At Marshall University, WE ARE… open to all and 
WE ARE… family. We hope you join us for Unity Month. Please direct any questions 
to Dr. Zelideth Rivas. 

Sincerely, 

Jerry 

Jerome A. Gilbert, Ph.D. 
President, Marshall University 

http://www.marshall.edu/diversity
http://www.marshall.edu/diversity/diversity-at-marshall/mu-diversity-awards/
mailto:%20rivasz@marshall.edu
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/President-Jerome-A-Gilbert_Marshall-University_low-res_sized.jpg


 

Unity Month
 

 

Event Information: 
 

Lessons in Drag with LaWhore 
Vagistan and Ma. Arte Susya 

Purisima Tolentino 

  

Mixed Match screening with bone 
marrow drive through Be the 

Match 

  

Interfaith Dialogue 

  

Community-Engaged Scholarship 
for Health Equity 

  

  

View the Unity Month 2019 
Sponsors 
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Message from Human Resources: Open Enrollment for 
PEIA is underway

 

 
Open Enrollment for Plan Year 2020 is taking place from 
April 2-May 15, 2019. During this time, you may make 
changes to your health plan, add, drop or change 
coverage for yourself and your dependents without a 
qualifying event, and make changes to your Mountaineer 
Flexible Benefits, if applicable. 

Policyholders will receive a Shopper’s Guide in the mail 
that provides information you need about the health 
coverage PEIA offers.  If you do not find your answers in 
the Shopper’s Guide, you may visit one of the benefit fairs 

(locations and times below).   There will be representatives from PEIA, UMR, The 
Health Plan, Securian Financial (Minnesota Life), Mountaineer Flexible Benefits, 
Humana and iSelectMD to answer questions you may have. Come out and learn more 
about your benefits, and the new programs available to you! 

For more information, please view the PEIA Open Enrollment Resources on Human 
Resources Website. 

Local Benefit Fair Schedule for Plan Year 2020 

• April 11, 2019 – 3-6 p.m. – Charleston 
• Courtyard by Marriott, 100 Kanawha Blvd E 

• April 16, 2019 – 3-7 p.m. – Beckley 
• Tamarack, 1 Tamarack Park 

• April 17, 2019 – 3-7 p.m. – Huntington 
• Holiday Inn, 800 3rd Ave 

• April 18, 2019 – 3-7 p.m. – Parkersburg 
• Comfort Suites, 167 Elizabeth Pike 

• April 23, 2019 – 3-6 p.m. – Wheeling 
• WV Northern Community College, 1704 Market Street 

• April 24, 2019 – 3-7 p.m. – Morgantown 
• University Holiday Inn, 118 Pineview Drive 

• April 25, 2019 – 3-7 pm – Martinsburg 
• Holiday Inn, 301 Foxcroft Avenue 

 

 

  

http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/PEIALogo.png
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/PEIALogo.png
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Annual Brain Expo helps children explore brain function 
with fun activities 

 

 
About 800 elementary school children 
will visit  the Memorial Student Center 
Thursday, April 4, to learn about the 
brain and nervous system through 
activities and games. 

This is the 11th annual Brain Expo to be 
held at Marshall. This year’s event 
features 26 interactive stations where 
children explore various parts of their 
nervous system. They also learn how 
the brain controls their body and why 

healthy lifestyle choices lead to better brain health. Activities at the stations include 
touching a real brain, playing a memory game, coloring their own “brain hat,” examining 
drug effects and building brain cell-shaped key chains. 

Overseeing activities will be nearly 200 Marshall students and faculty from the College 
of Science, departments of psychology and communications disorders, the Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine and the School of Nursing. Community partners will 
participate as well, including St. Mary’s Medical Center representatives, who will present 
a station about brain and spinal cord safety. Representatives from Cabell-Huntington 
neuroscience, neurophysiology and stroke departments will each host stations as well. 

The event is part of Brain Awareness Week, an annual global effort founded in 1996 by 
the Dana Alliance for Brain Initiatives. Marshall’s Brain Expo was founded by Dr. Nadja 
Spitzer and Dr. Brian Antonsen, both of whom are neuroscientists and faculty in the 
Department of Biological Sciences. 

“Events like the Brain Expo are an excellent way of increasing public awareness of brain 
research at Marshall and in gaining the interest of students who may choose a career 
path in science, technology, engineering or mathematics,” Spitzer said. “Through the 
many fun, hands-on activities, attendees get to better understand the brain. University 
student volunteers learn valuable skills in science communication. Our goal for the Brain 
Expo is to interest children in science and research at a young age though games and 
activities that demonstrate the relevance of neuroscience in everyday life.” 

Registration for this year’s event is full, but anyone interested in next year’s program 
can e-mail brainawareness@marshall.edu. For more information about the Brain Expo 
and Marshall’s Brain Awareness Program, visit www.marshall.edu/baw. 

http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/BrainExpo_2014.jpg
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/BrainExpo_2014.jpg
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The Brain Expo is supported by the National Science Foundation, Marshall’s College of 
Science and the Department of Biological Sciences. 

———– 

Photo: Participants in a past year’s Brain Expo. 

 

Next German Meet and Eat set for April 5 

 

Posted on March 25, 2019 

Interested in German Language and 
culture? This is a casual German 
conversation group open to students 
and residents which will typically take 
place the first Friday of every month 
at Bahnhof. There is no age limit or 
skill level necessary and all are 
welcome. The idea is to meet new 
people and have interesting 
conversations in German (or English). 
All are welcome, hope to see you 
there. 

When? Friday, April 5, 2019 at 6 p.m. 
Where? Bahnhof Restaurant in 

Huntington, 745 7th Avenue (on the corner of 8th Street). 

A Facebook event by the M.U. German Club is located at 
https://www.facebook.com/events/262385047999681/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/events/262385047999681/
http://www.marshall.edu/herdhappenings/files/GermanMeetandEat_04-05-19.jpg
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Marshall to present lecture on Confederate economic 
ideology and its continued presence in American politics

 

 
Marshall University’s Amicus Curiae Lecture 
Series will continue its Spring 2019 series with a 
presentation by Dr. Heather Cox Richardson at 7 
p.m. Thursday, April 11, in Brad D. Smith 
Foundation Hall on Huntington’s campus. 

Richardson’s lecture has the same title as her 
newest book, scheduled to be published by 
Oxford University Press in 2019: “How the South 
Won the Civil War: The Significance of the West 
in American History.” According to Richardson, 
the American Civil War should have destroyed 

forever the Confederacy’s idea that society worked best when a few wealthy men 
controlled the economy and directed the lives of workers, but, due to an unusual quirk of 
history, Westward expansion nurtured and preserved its ideology. 

Richardson holds that as more settlers moved across the Mississippi River, and the 
West developed its own identity, separate from that of the East or the South, the idea 
lived on that a few wealthy white men should oversee the economy and people 
of color.  She contends that in the late 20th century, politicians embracing this ideology 
became ascendant and have shaped American politics ever since. 

Richardson is a professor of history at Boston College. She earned her bachelor’s and 
doctoral degrees in history at Harvard University. She is the award-winning author of 
several books, including To Make Men Free: A History of the Republican Party; The 
Death of Reconstruction: Race, Labor and Politics in the Post-Civil War North, 1864-
1901, and The Greatest Nation on Earth: Republican Economic Policies During the Civil 
War. She is also a national commentator on American political history and the 
Republican Party. 

“Dr. Richardson offers an interesting perspective on historical issues that continue to 
impact our current political discourse,” said Patricia Proctor, director of the Simon Perry 
Center for Constitutional Democracy, which sponsors the lecture series with funding 
from the West Virginia Humanities Council. 

“One of the great things about this lecture series is that it offers a diversity of views from 
notable scholars about the issues with which we grapple,” said Proctor. “Dr. Richardson 
has spent her career studying and writing about 19th Century American history 
surrounding the Civil War and the American West, and is widely recognized for the 
excellence of her work. I think her lecture will offer an interesting perspective.” 

http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/HeatherRichardson.jpg
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/HeatherRichardson.jpg
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Later in April will be the final Amicus Curiae lecture of the semester. It is planned for 7 
p.m. Thursday, April 25, at the Brad. D. Smith Foundation Hall and will feature Nancy 
Isenberg and Andrew Burstein. They will give a presentation entitled, “The Problem of 
Democracy,” reflecting on President John Adams and President John Quincy Adams, 
their philosophies and how they are relevant today. 

 

Marshall’s Empty Bowls fundraiser set for April 12
 

 

 

The College of Arts and Media joins local nonprofits and volunteers to host its 
16th Annual Empty Bowls fundraising event from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Friday, April 
12, at First Presbyterian Church, 1015 5th Ave. 

Community members are invited to the church to purchase bowls created by Marshall 
University art students and other local volunteers. Bowls will be sold for $15 each, with 
proceeds going to the Facing Hunger Food Bank. With their purchase of a bowl, guests 
also can enjoy a bowl of soup, donated by area volunteers and restaurants, and 
participate in a silent auction, also benefiting the food bank. Cash and cards will be 
accepted at the event. 

“As Empty Bowls has been a partnership effort with the food bank for sixteen years, we 
see a variety of results from that partnership,” said Cynthia Kirkhart, executive director 
of the Facing Hunger Food Bank. “First and foremost, the connection of the students’ 
artwork and academic pursuits to provide the bowls is a wonderful symmetry of 
academics, art and service. I am always thrilled to provide the students with the total 
number of meals that their class production requirement provides. 

http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/files/EmptyBowls_04-12-19.jpg
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“As an example, the first-year students make 20 bowls each, representing 2,250 meals. 
The advanced students make 40 bowls each, and that student is providing 4,500 meals 
with that number of bowls. Then you add the event itself, with the community coming 
out and purchasing the bowls and sitting together with a simple meal of soup, bread and 
a drink, understanding the same impact on hunger that their purchase is making to 
those needing hunger relief.” 

The class for which Marshall students create the bowls is about both art and community 
involvement. 

“Empty Bowls is an opportunity for Marshall University art students to understand how 
their art can make a positive impact on their community,” said Frederick Bartolovic, 
associate professor of ceramics and organizer of the event. “It is challenging sometimes 
for artists to get the opportunity to make such a direct impact on their communities. As 
students form the shape of each bowl, they know that single piece will help to feed over 
100 people.” 

When they begin the semester, most of the students have never thrown a bowl before, 
he said. 

“The learning curve is steep,” Bartolovic said. “Yet with each bowl they throw, they hone 
their skills and the bowls get amazingly good. The Empty Bowls assignment comes 
about halfway through the semester, so by that point, my students are already making 
their best work.” 

This event also gives students the joy of seeing people buy their art, he said. 

“Once the day comes, the bowls are set out and each student gets to see people 
interested in their bowls and the happiness that can come from a handmade object 
being introduced into someone’s life,” Bartolovic said. “In this way, the benefits are 
twofold. It’s an amazing experience that takes a semester of hard work, but it results in 
students who become engaged with their community, literally in a hands-on way. That is 
inevitably a fulfilling and rewarding experience that allows young artists to be community 
activists, directly demonstrating how art can make a positive influence on our 
community.” 

For more information about the event, contact Bartolovic by e-mail 
at bartolovicf@marshall.edu or by phone at 304-696-2902. 

 

mailto:bartolovicf@marshall.edu


 

 

Marshall, West Virginia Science Adventures to host 3rd 
Annual Easter Science Blitz

 

The College of Science and West Virginia Science Adventures will host the 3rd Annual 
Easter Science Blitz from 1 to 5 p.m. Saturday, April 13, at the Science Building on 
Marshall’s Huntington campus. 

The event, which is free and open to the public, begins with a science-themed Easter 
Egg hunt at 1 p.m. on Buskirk Field, followed immediately by 25 hands-on science 
activities for kids and families throughout the Science Building. 

“This is a great opportunity to get your child excited about science while at the same 
time giving them the chance to explore Marshall’s campus and science labs,” said Dr. 
Suzanne Strait, director of West Virginia Science Adventures. 
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Faculty/Staff Achievement: Dr. Tammy Johnson 

 
 
Dr. Tammy Johnson, dean of admissions and executive director of enrollment services at 
Marshall, has been named to the American Association of Collegiate Registrars and Admissions 
Officers (AACRAO) Leaders in Enrollment Advancing Diversity (LEAD) Curriculum Work Group. 

The LEAD initiative, launched at the 2018 Strategic Enrollment Management 
Conference, will take a multi-pronged approach to identifying and preparing a diverse 
group of senior enrollment management officers (SEMO) to take on leadership roles in 
Enrollment Management in North America and across the globe. 

Johnson said she is grateful for the opportunity to contribute to the program, and looks 
forward to seeing the impact it will have on new enrollment manager professionals at a 
national level. 

“Due to the number of retiring enrollment management officers who will be leaving the 
field over the next decade, it is imperative that current professionals contribute to the 
development of those who will hold those positions in the future,” Johnson said. “It is 
also critical we, as a profession, seek to identify and train future enrollment 
management officers who reflect the diversity of those who will seek higher education. 
By encouraging and developing these professionals, who will be the higher education 
enrollment decision makers over the next few decades, AACRAO will positively and 
directly affect the direction of enrollment management for years to come.” 

The AACRAO LEAD Curriculum Work Group is composed of diverse individuals who 
hold executive, senior and mid-level positions in enrollment management from a variety 
of locales, institution sizes and types. 

After an application and selection process, the following members were chosen: 

• Alton Austin, Registrar/Director of Enrollment Services, College of Central Florida 
• Arlene Cash, Vice President for Enrollment Management, Frostburg State University 
• Helen Garrett, University Registrar and Chief Officer of Enrollment Information Services, 

University of Washington 
• Rakin Hall, Executive Director, Office of Admission, University of Utah 
• Rachelle Hernandez, Senior Vice Provost for Enrollment Management, The University of 

Texas at Austin 
• Tammy Johnson, Dean of Admissions and Executive Director of Enrollment Services, 

Marshall University 
• Malisa Lee, Associate Vice President for Enrollment Management, California State University 

Fresno 
• Irlanda Price, Associate Vice President, Student Development, Medicine Hat College 
• Tiffany Robinson, Assistant Vice Provost/University Registrar, University of Kansas 
• Brencleveton “Donte” Truss, Vice President for Enrollment Management & Student Success, 

Shippensburg University 
• Paul “PJ” Woolston, Vice President for Enrollment Management, Marian University 

https://www.aacrao.org/resources/newsletters-blogs/aacrao-connect/article/aacrao-kicks-off-the-lead-initiative


AACRAO SEM Advisory Board Member Dr. Tomikia LeGrande, Vice Provost of SEM at 
Virginia Commonwealth University,will chair the committee, which will also be supported 
by AACRAO staff Tom Green, Associate Executive Director, and Melanie Gottlieb, 
Deputy Director. Program assessment will be designed by the workgroup members with 
assistance from Oscar Joseph III, Chief Enrollment Management Officer, Anne Arundel 
Community College. 
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RCBI event to connect manufacturers with aerospace 
industry

 
 
As part of its RCBI AERO 
operation, the Robert C. 
Byrd Institute will sponsor 
a free seminar, “Doing 
Business with the 
Aerospace Industry,” 
Thursday, April 25, from 6 
to 7:30 p.m. at its 
Huntington Advanced 

Manufacturing Technology Center (1050 Fourth Avenue). Manufacturers interested in 
becoming aerospace suppliers and those who would like to expand operations are 
encouraged to attend the event. 

A representative from the Aerospace Industries Association will highlight the state of the 
aerospace industry in the United States, what the industry is looking toward in the future 
and what major aerospace companies are looking for in subcontractors or partners, 
particularly when it comes to quality (such as AS9100), cybersecurity and workforce 
standards. 
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RCBI AERO works to enhance aerospace businesses, diversify the region’s economy 
and develop new job opportunities by connecting local manufacturers to the larger 
supply chain to benefit West Virginia. RCBI AERO is a U.S. Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) i6 Regional Innovation Strategies initiative – the only one in West 
Virginia. 

Because seating is limited, registration is required by April 24 
at www.rcbi.org/go/aeroseminar. For more information, contact Smith by e-mail 
at jsmith@rcbi.org or by phone at 304-781-1688. 

 

Seasoned neurologist and neuropsychologist join Marshall 
Health

 

 
Neurologist J. Ivan Lopez, M.D., and 
neuropsychologist Steven P. Brown, 
Psy.D., ABPP, join the Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine, Marshall Health and 
Cabell Huntington Hospital, bringing more 
than 50 years of combined experience to 
the department of neurology. 

Lopez, a board-certified neurologist, has 
been named professor in the department 
of neurology at the Joan C. Edwards 
School of Medicine. He typically sees adult 
and pediatric patients for headaches, 
seizures and stroke. He also performs 

procedures involving Botox® for various diagnoses such as migraines and spasticity. 

He earned his medical degree from La Salle University in Mexico City, Mexico. He 
completed his neurology residency at the University of South Alabama in Mobile, 
Alabama. He is certified by the United Council for Neurologic Subspecialties in 
Headache Medicine and the American Board of Psychiatry and Neurology with a special 
qualification in Child Neurology. He is a fellow of the American Academy of Neurology 
and the American Headache Society. 

Brown, a board-certified neuropsychologist, has been named assistant professor in the 
department of neurology at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. He has combined 
experience in U.S. Air Force, VA and private hospital settings, with specialization in the 
evaluation of adults with traumatic brain injury, stroke, Parkinson’s disease, multiple 
sclerosis, ALS, memory disorder, brain tumor and psychiatric disorder. 

http://www.rcbi.org/go/aeroseminar
mailto:jsmith@rcbi.org
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He earned his doctorate in clinical psychology from Biola University in La Mirada, 
California. He completed a pre-doctoral internship at Wright Patterson USAF Medical 
Center in Ohio and a postdoctoral fellowship in clinical neuropsychology at the Medical 
College of Wisconsin in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. He is certified by the American Board of 
Professional Psychology in Clinical Neuropsychology. 

Lopez and Brown are accepting new patients and referrals at Marshall Neuroscience, 
an outpatient department of Cabell Huntington Hospital, located in the Marshall 
University Medical Center at 1600 Medical Center Drive in Huntington. Lopez is also 
seeing patients at Marshall Health – Teays Valley, located at 300 Corporate Center 
Drive in Scott Depot. For appointments or referrals, call 304-691-1787. 

———— 

Photo: Dr. J. Ivan Lopez and Dr. Steven P. Brown have joined Marshall Health. 

 

Student research showcased at Health Science Research 
Day

 
More than 100 students and post-
doctoral, residents and fellows 
participated in the 31st Annual Marshall 
University Health Science Research Day 
Friday, March 22, at the Marshall 
University Medical Center. 

Organized and sponsored by the Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine, the Health 
Science Research Day also partners with 
the School of Pharmacy and the College 
of Health Professions to highlight original 
research and educational innovations by 
undergraduate, medical, pharmacy, 

nursing and other health professions students, as well as graduate students and 
postdoctoral trainees in medicine, biomedical sciences, and clinical and translational 
sciences. 

“Over the last several years we have seen a dramatic change in the Research Day 
presentations,” said Uma Sundaram, M.D., vice dean for research and graduate 
education at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. “More graduate and medical 
students are doing research, the quality of the research has greatly increased and the 
research that is being done is very relevant for the health issues West Virginians face.” 

http://www.marshall.edu/
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This year’s keynote address was delivered by Bishr Omary, M.D., Ph.D., of the 
University of Michigan, where he serves as research advisor to the dean, professor of 
molecular and integrative physiology, professor of internal medicine and the H. Marvin 
Pollard Professor of Gastroenterology. During his keynote, Omary, the incoming 
president of the American Gastroenterological Association, presented on the 
intermediate filament cytoskeleton in health and disease. 

The daylong symposium also featured oral and poster presentations in the areas of 
clinical science, basic science, case studies, medical education and quality 
improvement. More than 25 faculty members from the Schools of Medicine and 
Pharmacy served as judges and selected the best abstracts in categories of basic 
science, clinical research, education and case study. 

Listed below are the 2019 Marshall University Health Science Research Day winners. 

Basic Science 

• Poster Abstract:  Lexie Blalock/Biomedical Sciences on a systematic approach to identifying 
the immunogenic proteins of the unculturable intestinal commensal, segmented filamentous 
bacteria 

• Poster Abstract:  Timothy Adkins/Biomedical Sciences on Inhibition of Mitochondrial Protein 
Synthesis to Stimulate the Effect of 4-Hydroxy Tamoxifen in ER(+) Cell Lines 

• Oral Abstract:  Taylor Boggess/Biomedical Sciences on Investigating the role of astrocytes in 
the development of synaptic connectivity in neonatal abstinence syndrome 

• Oral Abstract:  Molly Butts/Clinical and Translational Science on the unique regulation of 
ethanol on sodium-dependent glutamine cotransport in intestinal epithelial cells 

Clinical Research 

• Poster Abstract – Student:  Emma Nellhaus/Division of Addiction Sciences, Family and 
Community Health on inclusion of positive self-reporting by mothers of substance-exposed 
neonates increases the predictability of NAS severity over toxicology alone 

• Poster Abstract – Post-Doctoral: Henry Heisey/Psychiatry on multimorbidity among adults 
with intellectual or developmental disability 

• Oral Abstract – Student:  Cecilia Nease/Pediatrics on obesity and attention deficit 
hyperactivity disorder (ADHD): When epidemics collide- a longitudinal study of body mass 
index (BMI) patterns in pediatric patients with ADHD treated with stimulant medication 

• Oral Abstract – Post-Doctoral: Meghan Pauley/Pediatrics on physician compliance with 
obesity guidelines and related complications 

Case Study 

• Poster Abstract – Student: Taylor Maddox/Family and Community Health on neonatal 
withdrawal following in utero exposure to kratom 

• Poster Abstract – Post-Doctoral: Tamara Murphy/Psychiatry on two ankylosing spondylitis 
patients treated with adalimumab associated with ParietoOccipital cerebral abscesses and 
neuropsychiatric sequelae 



Education 

• Poster Abstract:  Emily Sloane/Obstetrics and Gynecology on using patient satisfaction 
questionnaire as an assessment and feedback tool for medical students in third-year 
clerkship 

 

 

WMUL students win National Broadcasting Society/Alpha 
Epsilon Rho awards

 

Students from Marshall’s public radio station, WMUL-FM, received five first place 
awards and 13 honorable mention awards during the National Broadcasting Society/ 
Alpha Epsilon Rho (NBS/AERho) 28th Annual National Student Audio/Video 
Scriptwriting and 56th Annual Audio/Video Production Awards Competition ceremony, 
held March 9 near Philadelphia. 

Marshall’s students competed with others from colleges throughout the United States. 

“No other school won as many grand prizes or won more overall awards than WMUL-
FM’s student broadcasters in the NBS scriptwriting, audio, online and academic paper 
categories,” said Dr. Chuck G. Bailey, professor of radio-television production and 
management in the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications at 
Marshall University and faculty manager of WMUL-FM. 

“Winning at this national level speaks well for Marshall University, the College of Arts 
and Media, and the W. Page Pitt School of Journalism and Mass Communications, as 
the student broadcasters of WMUL-FM consistently earn top honors in direct 
competition with nationally recognized colleges and universities.” 

NBS was founded in 1943 to enhance the development of college and university 
students in telecommunication, broadcasting, cable and other electronic media. Alpha 
Epsilon Rho is the national honorary society composed of members selected from 
National Broadcasting Society (NBS) chapters. 

The grand prize award winning entries in production were: 

Audio Feature Package 

“Game Jam,” written and produced by Landon Mitchell, a senior from Ottawa, broadcast 
during the 5 p.m. edition of “Newscenter 88” in April 2018. 

 



Audio Magazine Program 

“Herd Roundup,” with host Luke Creasy, a recent graduate from Huntington, broadcast 
in March 2018. 

Audio Sports Package 

“Men’s Basketball Prepares for the Big Dance,” written and produced by Spencer 
DuPuis, a junior from Leesburg, Virginia, broadcast during the 5 p.m. edition of 
“Newscenter 88” in March 2018. 

Audio Sports Segment 

“Ajdin Peneva Profile,” written and produced by Spencer DuPuis, broadcast during the 5 
p.m. edition of “Newscenter 88” in March 2018. 

Audio Studio or Live Performance Segment 

WMUL-FM’s Classroom Concert Series, featuring Charleston’s “Three’s Company 
Blues – Burns Like Whiskey.” The live interview was conducted by host Austin Creel, a 
senior from Parkersburg. The producers were Sam Adkins, a senior from Huntington, 
and Michael Stanley, WMUL-FM’s operations manager from West Hamlin.  The 
program was broadcast and posted online in November 2018. 

The honorable mention awards in production went to: 

Audio Newscast 

The 5 p.m. edition of “Newscenter 88,” broadcast April 6, 2018. The students who 
participated in this newscast were Spencer DuPuis, producer; Adam Rogers, a graduate 
from Milton, anchor; Makaylah Wheeler, a sophomore from Huntington, anchor; Tristan 
Poston, a junior from Huntington, weather; and Nick Verzolini, a sophomore from 
Stewartstown, Pennsylvania, sports anchor. 

Audio/Radio Newscast 

The 5 p.m. edition of “Newscenter 88,” broadcast Nov. 14, 2018. The students who 
participated in this newscast were David Adkins, a sophomore from Huntington, 
producer; Taylor Speight, a junior from Washington D.C., anchor; Leslie Wilson, a 
community volunteer from Huntington, anchor; Tristan Poston, weather; and Spencer 
DuPuis, sports anchor. 

Audio News Package 

“Science Blitz,” written and produced by Landon Mitchell, broadcast during the 5 p.m. 
edition of “Newscenter 88” in April 2018. 



Audio Feature Package 

“Young Lego Builders,” written and produced by Olivia Zarilla, a senior from Ona, 
broadcast during the 5 p.m. edition of “Newscenter 88” in February 2018. 

Audio Magazine Program 

“Aircheck: Pursuing Passion: The Voice of the Herd Steve Cotton,” with host Luke 
Creasy, produced for broadcast in December 2017. 

Audio Magazine Program 

“Herd Roundup,” with host Spencer DuPuis, broadcast April 6, 2018. 

Audio Sports Package 

“Malik Thompson Feature,” written and produced by Savanah Matney, a sophomore 
from South Point, Ohio, broadcast during “Herd Roundup” in October 2018. 

Audio Sports Segment 

“This Week in Marshall Athletics History: October 15-21,” written and produced by 
Spencer DuPuis, broadcast during the “Cutting Edge Sports Radio Network Pregame 
Show” prior to the Marshall football game v. Florida Atlantic in October 2018. 

Audio Sports Program 

“Sportsview featuring Marshall Sports Information Director Jason Corriher,” with host 
Luke Creasy.  The program was produced by Spencer DuPuis and was broadcast in 
April 2018. 

Audio Studio or Live Performance Segment 

WMUL-FM’s Classroom Concert Series, featuring solo artist Joey Andromeda. The live 
interview was conducted by host Austin Creel. The producers were Sam Adkins and 
Michael Stanley. The program was broadcast over WMUL-FM and posted online in 
September 2018. 

Audio Entertainment and/or Music Program and Video Entertainment and/or Music 
Program 

WMUL-FM’s Classroom Concert Series, featuring solo artist Brad Goodall. The live 
interview was conducted by host Austin Creel. The producers were Sam Adkins and 
Michael Stanley. The program was broadcast over WMUL-FM and posted online in May 
2018. 



Audio Entertainment and/or Music Program 

WMUL-FM’s Classroom Concert Series, featuring the band “Colly.” The live interviews 
were conducted by host Austin Creel. The producers were Sam Adkins and Michael 
Stanley. The program was broadcast over WMUL-FM and posted online in April 2018. 

 

 

The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed April 10, 2019. Please send items 
for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, April 8, 2019.

 

To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/April-3-2019. 

 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
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