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  Summary: 
 

Title: Zophar Dean Ramsdell Papers 
Span Dates: 1861-1865 
Creator: Z. D. Ramsdell 
Repository: Marshall University Special Collections, Morrow Library (Huntington, WV) 
Processed by: Elizabeth James, 2019 
Accession Number: 2002/09.0715 
Date Completed: November, 2019  
Access to Collection: Open 
Extent: 1 foot 
Donor: Unknown 
 
Search terms:  
 
Civil War 
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Supplies 
Logistics 
 
Biographical Notes:  
 
Zophar Deane Ramsdell (1816-1886) was a prominent citizen of Ceredo. Born in Maine 
and trained as a shoemaker in Massachusetts, Ramsdell and his family moved to 
Ceredo in 1858 to participate in Eli Thayer’s abolitionist and free labor settlement 
experiment. During the Civil War he served as a quartermaster in the 5th Regiment of 
the West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. He would later serve as a postmaster, state 
senator, delegate for three Republican national conventions, and a state-appointed 
trustee for the C&O Railroad.  
 
His home, the Ramsdell House, is one of the oldest structures in Ceredo. This home 
now functions as a historic house museum, and it is likely that the materials in this 
collection are located there: https://ramsdellhouse.com/ . 
 
Scope and Content: 
 
This collection consists of copies of quartermaster reports for the 5th Regiment, West 
Virginia Infantry, including monthly property accounts, clothing, stationery, hospital 
supplies, ordnance materials, animal return and acquisitions, food and fuel receipts,  
issued supply registers, and correspondence. Due to the nature of copied materials, the 
legibility and completeness of materials can vary, but is overall high.  
 
Processing Notes: 
 
This collection was already processed at the time the finding aid was created. No 
changes to folder titles, order, or content were made.  
 

https://ramsdellhouse.com/


Preferred Citation: 
 
Zophar Dean Ramsdell Papers, Accession No. 2002/09.0715, Special Collections 
Department, Marshall University, Huntington, WV. 
 

  Access and Use:  
 

For more information or to use any collection, contact:  
Special Collections, Morrow Library  
Marshall University 
One John Marshall Drive  
Huntington, WV 25755  
(304) 696-2343  
speccoll@marshall.edu 
 
NOTE: All materials included in this collection are copies.  
 
 

Container Contents 
 

 
Box 1 
 
Folder 1 Abstract – vouchers, 1862 and undated 
 
Folder 2   Abstract of articles expended in public service, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 3   Abstract of articles issues on special requisitions, 1863 
 
Folder 4   Abstract of articles purchased, 1863-1863 
 
Folder 5   Abstract of articles received from officers, 1863-1864 
 
Folder 6   Abstract of articles transferred, 1862-1863 
 
Folder 7   Abstract of contingencies, 1862-1863 
 
Folder 8   Abstract of disbursements, 1863 
 
Folder 9   Abstract of extra issues, 1861, 1865 
 
Folder 10    Abstract of provisions issued, 1862, 1865 
 
Folder 11   Abstract of provisions sold, 1862, 1864 
 
Folder 12   Abstract of purchases paid, 1862 
 
Folder 13   Abstract of stationery issues, 1864 
 
Folder 14   Affidavits, 1864 
 
Folder 15 Allowance of assistance to officers of the subsistence department, 

1865 
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Folder 16   Bills of lading, 1861, 1863 
 
Folder 17   Certificates for dead horses, 1862-1863 
 
Folder 18   Certificate of issue (for soldiers), 1862 
 
Folder 19   Certificate for lost property, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 20   Commissary stores, 1862 
 
Folder 21   Consolidates provision returns, 1861-1864 
 
Folder 22   Contingencies, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 23   Corrections to invoice, 1863 
 
Folder 24   Estimates of funds required, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 25   Invoice of commissary property, 1865 
 
Folder 26   Invoice of hospital stores, 1861 
 
Folder 27   Invoices of ordnance and ordnance stores, 1861 
 
Folder 28   Invoice of subsistence stores, 1861-1865 
 
Folder 29   Letter, John Hunt Oley, 1861 
 
Folder 30   Letter, W. F. Newton, 1862 
 
Folder 31   Letter, F. H. Pierpont, 1862 
 
Folder 32   Letter, Mark Poore, 1862 
 
Folder 33   Letters, Zophar Dean Ramsdell, 1862-1865 
 
Folder 34   Letters, John Ziegler, 1863 
 
Folder 35   Letters, US Army Office of the Commissary General, 1864-1865 
 
Folder 36   Letters, US Army Quartermaster General, 1861, 1865 
 
Folder 37   Letters, US Treasury Department, 1863, 1863, 1865 
 
Folder 38   List of articles for hospital at Ceredo, 1862 
 
Folder 39   List of articles lost or destroyed in public service in the field, 1862 
 
Folder 40   List of fuel transferred, 1862 
 
Folder 41   List of public property received from quartermaster general, 1862 
 
Folder 42   List of stores/ quartermaster’s stores, 1861-1863 
 
Folder 43   Orders, Colonel A. A. Tomlinson, 1864 
 



Folder 44   Orders, John L. Ziegler, 1862-1863 
  
Folder 45   Price list, 1865 
 
Folder 46   Property returns, 1861-1862 
 
Folder 47   Provision returns, 1861-1864 
 
 
Box 2 
 
Folder 1   Ration returns, 1864-1865 
 
Folder 2   Receipts, miscellaneous, 1862-1863 
 
Folder 3   Receipts for subsistence funds, 1862, 1864 
 
Folder 4   Receipts of stores, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 5 Receipts, requisitions, invoices, lists of clothing, camp, and garrison 

equipage, 1861-1864 
 
Folder 6   Reports, 1863, 1864 
 
Folder 7   Reports of boards of survey, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 8   Report of public animals, wagons…and other means of transportation

  in possession of Lt. Z. D. Ramsdell, 1862-1865 
 
Folder 9   Requisition for forage for private horses, 1862-1865 
 
Folder 10    Requisition for forage for public animals, 1861-1863 
 
Folder 11   Requisition for fuel, 1863 
 
Folder 12   Requisition for hospital stores, 1863-1864 
 
Folder 13   Requisition for stationery, 1863 
 
Folder 14   Special orders, 1862-1865 
 
Folder 15   Special requisitions, 1862-1863 
 
Folder 16   Stores transferred, 1862-1864 
 
Folder 17   Summary statement of funds, 1862 
  
Folder 18   [Vouchers?], 1861-1863 
 
Folder 19 Printed circular no. 5, Office Commissary General of Subsistence, 

February 17, 1865 
 
Folder 20   Cover sheets only, 1861-1863 
 
Folder 21   Incomplete document, April 26, 1865 
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