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Biographical Notes:

Zophar Deane Ramsdell (1816-1886) was a prominent citizen of Ceredo. Born in Maine
and trained as a shoemaker in Massachusetts, Ramsdell and his family moved to
Ceredo in 1858 to participate in Eli Thayer’s abolitionist and free labor settlement
experiment. During the Civil War he served as a quartermaster in the 5" Regiment of
the West Virginia Volunteer Infantry. He would later serve as a postmaster, state
senator, delegate for three Republican national conventions, and a state-appointed
trustee for the C&O Railroad.

His home, the Ramsdell House, is one of the oldest structures in Ceredo. This home
now functions as a historic house museum, and it is likely that the materials in this
collection are located there: https://ramsdellhouse.com/ .

Scope and Content:

This collection consists of copies of quartermaster reports for the 5th Regiment, West
Virginia Infantry, including monthly property accounts, clothing, stationery, hospital
supplies, ordnance materials, animal return and acquisitions, food and fuel receipts,
issued supply registers, and correspondence. Due to the nature of copied materials, the
legibility and completeness of materials can vary, but is overall high.

Processing Notes:

This collection was already processed at the time the finding aid was created. No
changes to folder titles, order, or content were made.


https://ramsdellhouse.com/

Preferred Citation:

Zophar Dean Ramsdell Papers, Accession No. 2002/09.0715, Special Collections
Department, Marshall University, Huntington, WV.

Access and Use:

For more information or to use any collection, contact:
Special Collections, Morrow Library

Marshall University

One John Marshall Drive

Huntington, WV 25755

(304) 696-2343

speccoll@marshall.edu

NOTE: All materials included in this collection are copies.
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