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Editorial: The state of education in W.Va.
Education in West Virginia,
much like the coal industry,
has seemed to be splashed all
across the headlines in recent
months, and for nothing good.
A headline on WOWK-TV just
this week said West Virginia
has the third worst school system in the United States.
A story published by WSAZTV a few months ago detailed
a study which said higher education was much more dif!icult
to access in West Virginia than
anywhere else in the country.
There have been embezzlement cases on the highest level
of the school systems in Boone,
Logan and other counties in
the state.
Tuition rates increased at
all institutions for higher education in West Virginia after
budget cuts approved during
the legislative session.

When surrounded by all of
these things telling us we’re
not good enough, it’s easy to
feel defeated. It’s easy to feel
like we are failing.
In many senses, we are.
There is no way to ignore the
problems in the West Virginia school systems. There
are counties with schools that
contain less ceti!ied teachers
than uncerti!ied.
Schools are spending money
on academic coaches and improvements for the schools,
and it seems like these things
have yielded no results.
However, the graduation rate
in West Virginia was almost
90 percent for 2015-2016,
the highest it has been in a
long time.
The number of !irst-generation college students who have
gained access to educational

Column:
Don’t doubt
yourselves

By NANCY PEYTON

MANAGING EDITOR
I know the life that a lot of
you have lived before coming
here. You lived in a workingclass home, where your parents
always tried their hardest to
provide for you and to make
sure you had the opportunities
they never had. You are going
to be a !irst-generation college
student, making their way into
new and unknown territory.
You’ve already spent countless
hours making sure you know
the exact requirements for your
!inancial aid, and looking for
jobs to supplement what that
aid doesn’t cover.
I know that life, because it’s exactly the life
I lived.
When I was a child, I thought
that college could only ever be
a dream for someone like me.
People from my small corner of
the world typically never make
it out of town.
I am a !irst-generation student. I have met many different
people over the last three
years, many of whom come
from impressive backgrounds
and far-away places.
It becomes easy in situations
like these to feel like a !ish out
of water. I have been to many
events where I feel incredibly out of place, like everyone
there can somehow sense that
I’m just faking it until I make it.
There have been more days
where I felt like I didn’t belong here than there have been
where I was con!ident in myself and my ability to make it
through to graduation day.
One thing that it took me

three years of college to realize
is that almost everyone feels
this way. Everyone around you
feels like they have something
to prove to themselves, that
they need to aim higher and
work harder.
It’s easy to feel alone, especially if you’re moving from
out of town to Huntington. It’s
incredibly easy to let the doubt
creep in.
The biggest piece of advice
I could ever give any of you is
to believe in yourself. Know
your worth. Set goals that you
think are impossible to achieve,
and believe in your ability to
reach them.
I have done incredible
things in the last three years.
I have had opportunities that
I know I never would’ve had
anywhere else.
Starting a new part of your
life is a scary thing. As this
chapter opens for you, it will
soon be coming to a close for
me. I’ve learned many valuable
lessons at Marshall, both inside
and outside of the classroom.
These lessons are now waiting
for you.
I know it’s easier said than
done to just build con!idence,
to know you’re exactly where
you’re supposed to be. Those
feelings come with time, and
until then you just have to do
what everyone else around you
does – fake it until you make it,
because you will make it. And
once you do, it will feel better than anything I could ever
describe to you.
Nancy Peyton can be
contacted at peyton22@marshall.edu.

The Parthenon, Marshall University’s student newspaper, is published
by students Monday through Friday during the regular semester and
Thursday during the summer. The editorial staff is responsible for
news and editorial content.

CONTACT US: 109 Communications Bldg.|Marshall University|One John Marshall Drive
Huntington, West Virginia 25755|parthenon@marshall.edu|@MUParthenon
Letters to the Editor are accepted. See guidelines online.

opportunities their parents
never had has risen. In 2013,
50 percent of students enrolled
in college were !irst-generation
students, according to Hobsons.
The presidents of the two
largest universities in the
Mountain State, Gordon Gee
at West Virginia University
and Jerome Gilbert at Marshall University, have begun to
team up to tackle economic issues in the state, in the hopes
that resolving these issues
can help to make education
more accessible.
“There are times where we
should collaborate, and there
are times where we should
compete,” said chamber president Bill Bissett during the
meeting in July. “But at the end
of the day it’s important for
all of us as West Virginians for
both of those institutions to

be successful.”
People are beginning to see
more of the potential in West
Virginia rather than writing us
off as being incapable.
“Some of it is changing the
external perceptions of West
Virginia; that it is a good place
to do work, that it is prime real
estate as far its location in the
United States, and that it has
some of the best and brightest
here,” Bisset said. “Conversely,
we have to convince ourselves
of that, too.”
Our United States Senators
have gained national attention, and are beginning to have
strong voices on issues that
matter to West Virginians, and
that can help bring more opportunities to students.
Things look bleak now, but
education in West Virginia is
blossoming like never before.

RICK HAYE | UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

Marshall President Jerome Gilbert (left) and Gov. Jim Justice attend
Justice’s “Save Our State” event at Marshall’s Arthur Weisburg
Family Applied Engineering Complex March 16. Gilbert and Justice
both addressed education and opportunities for young people in
West Virginia.

Column: Five tips, advice
for incoming freshmen
By JARED CASTO

EXECUTIVE EDITOR
The !irst weeks of college can be an
anxiety-inducing process. Not only do you
have to adjust to a brand new environment, you have to become acclimated to
your new roommate situation, purchase
textbooks for the !irst time, search for all
of your classes and devote more hours to
studying than you’ve ever needed to in
the past. All the while, you’re expected
to be making the choices that will determine what you want do for the rest of
your life.
It’s true that college is all about new
experiences and, in the end, you’ll be better off for them, no matter how awkward
or defeating they may seem in the immediate now. But here are some tips to
make the ride a little less rocky for the
incoming freshman.
1. Get involved as soon as possible.
If you !ind yourself interested in a club,
organization or even a social group, jump
right in as soon as possible. Even if you
can’t join right away, there’s no reason
to not let those in charge know you exist.
Week of Welcome is the perfect opportunity, but the !irst weeks of the semester
work, as well. Get your name out there,
along with the skills and interests that will
make you an asset to the group.
If you’re unsure what club or organization to join, check out those that exist
within your major. And if all else fails,
look into some of the great nonpro!its in
the Huntington area — United Way of the
River Cities, Ohio Valley Environment Coalition, the local Ronald McDonald House
organization and many others — for
weekend volunteer opportunities that
could eventually turn into invaluable references or internships.
2. Stay on campus and get to know
Huntington.
For many freshmen, !ighting the urge to
return home every weekend is the most
dif!icult part of the !irst semester. It may
seem obvious, but freshman year is when
you’ll discover many of the friends and

activities you’ll surround yourself with
throughout college. Luckily, there’s never
a reason to grow bored in Huntington,
what with the abundant entertainment
and food options available.
If you’re a fan of local music, check
out The V-Club, which hosts musicians
nearly every week. If you’re in the mood
for laughs, Huntington’s burgeoning
comedy scene isn’t to be missed, with
local comedians performing at venues
like Black Sheep’s Burritos and Brews
every other Wednesday, The Press Club
every other Wednesday and The Ale House
on certain occasions.
Fantastic local restaurants abound,

“If you find yourself interested
in a club, organization or even
a social group, jump right in as
soon as possible. Even if you
can’t join right away, there’s
no reason to not let those in
charge know you exist.”
with Backyard Pizza, The Peddler, Bahnhof, La Famiglia and Rocco’s among the
best. Be sure to take advantage of Jim’s
Spaghetti’s free pie for Marshall students
as well as Fat Patty’s half priced appetizers everyday between 4 and 7 p.m. and
after 10 p.m.
3. Get organized and form habits
early.
Throughout college, I’ve learned that
everyone has a study spot or even a few
study spots. Maybe it’s the library, maybe
it’s the student center or maybe it’s your
dorm room. Spend the !irst few weeks of
college looking for the perfect place to
study. You’ll thank yourself later.
All the while, you should work on your
organizational skills. You’ll probably be
juggling more than you ever have before,
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especially if you get involved with extracurriculars. The best way to manage is to
keep a planner or meticulously update the
calendar in your phone with assignment
due dates, meeting times, etc. In addition,
read your syllabi and know what your
professors expect from you and when
they expect it from you. There aren’t many
surprises in college classes, but the responsibility of being organized rests on
your shoulders.
4. It sounds cliché, but go to class.
Scene: You’re lying in bed at 7 a.m., contemplating whether or not your 8 a.m.
class is just a bit too early today. You can
technically skip it, you tell yourself; the
professor doesn’t take attendance, anyway. This is an impulse we all face, and
one that becomes easier to suppress as
college goes on.
It’s true that college brings with it some
newfound freedoms. But those freedoms
require greater responsibility, including
the self-discipline to drag yourself out of
bed in the morning (or maybe even the
afternoon; I don’t judge) to make it to a
class. Everyone says it, but going to class
truly is the easiest way to ensure you’re
getting the most of college.
5. Do well in your classes. This is as
easy as it gets.
Ask any sophomore, junior or senior
how the classes they’re taking now compare to those they took as a freshman. The
likely consensus will be that their current
classes are far more dif!icult. This isn’t to
say that every incoming student has an
easy workload, but nearly every freshman
will have general education courses they
should strive to do well in.
It’s easy to blow off these courses, especially if they don’t conform to your
interests or have little to do with your
major, but resist the urge. Remember,
it’s much more dif!icult to improve a bad
GPA than it is to maintain a good one.
Overall, try to get a fantastic start in your
college classes.
Jared Casto can be contacted at
casto178@marshall.edu.

THE PARTHENON’S CORRECTIONS POLICY
“Factual errors appearing in the Parthenon should be reported to the
editor immediately following publication. Corrections the editor deems
necessary will be printed as soon as possible following the error.”

THE FIRST
AMENDMENT

The Constitution of the
United States of America

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of
religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people to
peaceably assemble; and to petition the Government for a redress
of grievances.
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Trump comes to Huntington
By ADAM STEPHENS

NEWS EDITOR
President Donald Trump has returned to West Virginia,
just 10 days after delivering a speech at the National Scout
Jamboree in Glen Jean, W. Va., to hold a campaign rally
in Huntington.
The rally was held in the Big Sandy Superstore Arena
and was part of Trump’s 2020 re-election campaign.
Trump easily won West Virginia’s !ive electoral votes
during the 2016 presidential election. One of Trump’s
campaign promises during the election was to bring back
coal jobs to the Mountain State.
During a campaign rally in May 2016 in Charleston,
Trump was given an endorsement, as well as a hard hat,
by the West Virginia Coal Association.
According to a poll conducted by Gallup, Trump’s
highest approval rating comes from West Virginia at
60 percent.
For complete coverage of Trump’s rally, including photos from the event and surrounding protests, visit The
Parthenon’s website at marshallparthenon.com and check
out The Parthenon on Facebook and Twitter.
Adam Stephens can be contacted at stephens149@
marshall.edu.

President Trump waves to the crowd at the National Scout Jamboree in Glen Jean, W. Va.

CAROLYN KASTER | AP PHOTO

Manchin, Jenkins receiving campaign contributions outside of W. Va.
By MICHAEL VIRTANEN

346691

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Federal campaign records
show West Virginia’s U.S. Sen.
Joe Manchin with $3.5 million
in his re-election fund, Rep.
Evan Jenkins with $1.2 million
for his challenge and no !iling
yet by state Attorney General
Patrick Morrisey, though a super PAC backing him has begun
raising money.
While the candidates all say
they’re getting contributions
from West Virginians, the 2018
election has already begun to
attract signi!icant amounts of
money from out-of-state interests and national political
operatives.
Manchin, a Democrat and
former governor seeking a second full six-year Senate term,
reported almost $1.3 million
of individual contributions in
the past six months and more
than $650,000 from other
committees. They included,
for example, $10,000 from the
Montana-based Treasure State
Political Action Committee,
which supports congressional
Democrats.
“To date, Sen. Manchin’s
campaign has received more
than $300,000 in contributions
from West Virginians,” spokeswoman Jessica Tice said. His

focus is their health care, pension bene!its for retired coal
miners, solutions for the drug
epidemic and new jobs in the
state, she said.
Jenkins, a Republican secondterm congressman, reported
$355,000 from individual contributions and $326,000 from
other committees. They include, among others, $5,000
from the Arlington, Virginiabased Boeing Company PAC.
Since the beginning of the
year, Jenkins has raised more
than $230,000 from hundreds
of West Virginians, accounting for nearly two-thirds of the
total raised from individuals,
campaign spokesman Andy
Sere said. “While we appreciate
the support of folks across the
country who believe Evan can
help turn this country around,
nothing is more important to
Evan than having the support
of his fellow Mountaineers,” he
said.
The 35th Inc. super PAC,
formed in March, reported raising only $20,000, with $10,000
coming from Kansas-based
Koch Industries. Morrisey, a
Republican, declared his candidacy in mid-July. Republican
political operatives Phil Cox
and Leonardo Alcivar told the
Washington Times in early

May that the super PAC was
launched to channel efforts
against Manchin and to clear
the way for Morrisey.
Under federal rules, super
PACs cannot coordinate with
individual candidates or their
campaigns. They have no fundraising or spending limits.
Morrisey campaign spokeswoman Nachama Soloveichik
said Morrisey started fundraising a few weeks ago. She said
they’re hoping for a wide range
of support from West Virginians and declined to comment
on the super PAC.
“Patrick Morrisey has been
a proven !ighter for conservative values — on coal, on health
care, on guns, and on life — and
there are many conservatives
across the state and the country who are rallying around his
message,” she said.
Elected last year to a second
four-year term as West Virginia’s attorney general, Morrisey
received heavy support from
the Republican Attorneys General Association.
The
Washington-based
group’s political action committee bought almost $6.8 million
in ads promoting Morrisey
and attacking his Democratic
opponent, outspending either
one. Morrisey was named the

association’s chairman this
year.
According to state campaign
records, four other West Virginians have !iled pre-candidacy
notices of their plans to run for
the Senate seat.
They include Republican
Bo Copley, of Lenore, a miner
who confronted Democratic
presidential candidate Hillary Clinton last year over her
remarks about cutting coal
mining jobs. Others are Republicans Jack Newbrough
of Weirton and Scott Ernst of
Union and Democrat and Chase
Henderson of Huntington.
Copley !iled his statement
of candidacy with the federal
commission in July.

page designed and edited by ADAM STEPHENS| stephens149@marshall.edu

FILE PHOTO

Rep. Evan Jenkins assists in cutting the ribbon during a ceremony to
celebrate The Healing Place’s 30-bed expansion.

FILE PHOTO

Manchin introduces opioid legislation in the United States
Senate Chamber.
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Record $262 million buyout
frees Neymar from Barcelona

AP PHOTO/LYNNE SLADKY

Barcelona’s Neymar, second from left front, and teammates pose with the trophy after defeating Real Madrid
in an International Champions Cup soccer match, Saturday, July 29, 2017, in Miami Gardens, Fla. Neymar’s
buyout of $262 million shattered the world record for soccer transfers, easily surpassing the $116 million
buyout Manchester United orchestrated last year for midfielder Paul Pogba.
BARCELONA, Spain (AP) — Neymar has broken with Barcelona. And all it cost for his freedom to join Paris Saint-Germain
was the eye-popping sum of $262 million.
Representatives of the Brazilian striker triggered the release
clause in his contract Thursday when they went to Barcelona’s
club of!ices and made a payment in his name of 222 million euros.
The payment for a single player shattered the world record for soccer transfers, dwar!ing the 105 million euros (then $116 million) that
Manchester United shelled out last year for mid!ielder Paul Pogba.
There was no immediate con!irmation of a transfer by PSG. But
Neymar’s representative Wagner Ribeiro had said Wednesday that
PSG was willing to pay the fee.
Barcelona said in a statement that “Neymar Jr.’s legal

representatives visited in person the club’s of!ices and made the
payment of 222 million euros in the player’s name with regards to
the unilateral termination of the contract that united both parties.”
It was the climax to a summer-long saga that has pursued Neymar around the world — through Barcelona’s preseason matches
in the United States and his publicity tour in China.
For Barcelona, the 25-year-old’s departure is a huge blow to its
present and future. With stars Lionel Messi, Luis Suarez and Andres Iniesta all over 30, Neymar was meant to lead the club for
years to come.
Neymar scored 105 goals playing alongside Messi and was a
key playmaker for Barcelona as it won a Champions League, two
Spanish leagues, three Copa del Reys, one Club World Cup, a UEFA

Super Cup and two Spanish Super Cups.
The expectation is for Neymar to lead PSG to elusive Champions
League success so desired by the club’s Qatari owners.
Barcelona also said in its statement that “the club will pass on to
UEFA the details of the above operation so that they can determine
the disciplinary responsibilities that may arise from this case.”
The comment follows a claim Wednesday by Spanish league
president Javier Tebas that Neymar’s move would break Financial
Fair Play rules introduced by UEFA, European soccer’s ruling body.
Barcelona did all it could to stop Neymar from leaving. It had
vowed to complain to UEFA if his seemingly untouchable release
clause was triggered.
The payment of the clause directly to the club was the second attempt Neymar’s representatives had made Thursday to break his
bond with Barcelona.
Earlier in the day, his lawyer Juan de Dios Crespo had tried to deposit 222 million euros at the Spanish league’s of!ices in Madrid,
but he was turned away.
Tebas had told Spanish sports daily AS that he wouldn’t let the
Spanish league act as an intermediary to an operation that he, like
Barcelona, believed violated UEFA’s FFP rules. He had called PSG
a “state-supported club.” The club’s owners are closely linked to
Qatar’s energy-rich ruling family.
But UEFA’s rules, which are aimed at limiting spending by clubs,
will not disrupt Neymar’s move to PSG. Any possible consequences
for PSG, such as !ines or being banned from the Champions League,
will come further down the line when it eventually has to show
that Neymar’s transfer was funded without incurring losses.
Neymar ended weeks of silence Wednesday by telling Barcelona’s executives, players and coach that his intention was to leave
the club after four seasons.
Barcelona spokesman Josep Vives responded that the club
would not negotiate and would demand the full payment of the
clause. Last year, Neymar signed a new contract with Barcelona
that tied him to the Catalan club through 2021.
In France, Neymar’s move was seen as a done deal.
Having met PSG president Nasser Al-Khalai!i at a charity event,
French President Emmanuel Macron took the opportunity to say:
“Congratulations, I understand there’s been some good news.”
However, Lyon club president Jean-Michel Aulas launched a
barb at his big-spending rival in a message on Twitter: “Congrats
to Nasser for the realization of this worldwide unique operation:
I’m impatient to know about the real costs of the operation.”

Oscar Pistorius taken from jail to hospital with chest pains
SOMERSET WEST, South Africa (AP) — Oscar Pistorius was
taken from prison to a public hospital on Thursday with chest
pains and will stay overnight for observation.
“He’s !ine now,” Pistorius spokesman Johan van Wyk told The
Associated Press. Van Wyk said South African media reports that
the former track star and convicted murderer had a suspected
heart attack in jail were untrue.
Pistorius, the double-amputee Olympic runner who is serving
a six-year prison term for the 2013 murder of his girlfriend, was
taken to the hospital Thursday morning and had been expected to
return to the prison later the same day, Department of Corrections
spokesman Logan Maistry told the AP. However, Pistorius will
now stay overnight in the hospital “for observation,” Maistry said.
Maistry declined to give details of Pistorius’ medical complaint, citing department rules preventing the divulging of
information about offenders. He said only that Pistorius was
having “medical examinations.”
But van Wyk confirmed that Pistorius had complained of
chest pains and was taken to Kalafong Hospital in the South
African capital, Pretoria.
Reports said he was rushed from Atteridgeville Prison to the
hospital’s emergency department, escorted by armed guards.
Maistry declined to comment on those reports.
This is the second time Pistorius has left jail for a hospital visit.
Last year he was taken to the hospital for treatment to cuts
on his wrists, which prison authorities said he sustained after
falling in his cell.
The 30-year-old Pistorius was !irst imprisoned at the Kgosi
Mampuru II Prison in central Pretoria but was moved to Atteridgeville because it was better suited to handle disabled inmates.
Pistorius, the multiple Paralympic champion, has served a year
of his sentence for the fatal shooting of girlfriend Reeva Steekamp.
Pistorius was convicted of murder in 2015 after an appeal
by prosecutors against an initial manslaughter verdict. He
killed Steenkamp in the early hours of Valentine’s Day 2013 by
shooting her multiple times through a toilet cubicle door at his
Pretoria home. Pistorius claimed he mistook his girlfriend for
a nighttime intruder.
Prosecutors have announced their intention to appeal again,
this time against Pistorius’ six-year sentence, which they say is
too lenient. The National Prosecuting Authority said it will appeal to South Africa’s Supreme Court, and the appeal could be
heard this year, opening another chapter in a case that has lasted
nearly !ive years.
Pistorius faces having his sentence increased to 15 years if prosecutors are successful. There is no death penalty in South Africa.

(304) 529-3647

2445 5th Ave, Huntington

AP PHOTO | MARCO LONGARI, POOL PHOTO

In this July 6, 2016, file photo, Oscar Pistorius leaves the High Court
in Pretoria, South Africa, after a judge passed a new sentence of six
years imprisonment after his conviction was changed to murder for
shooting girlfriend Reeva Steenkamp in 2013. Pistorius has been taken
from prison to a hospital for medical examinations and will be kept at
the facility overnight, it was reported on Thursday, Aug. 3, 2017. South
African media reports say he was complaining of chest pains.
346275
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Woman to be sentenced in teen texting suicide case Survey: Most white
millennials now
disapprove of Trump, too
By JEFF KAROUB

MATT WEST | AP PHOTO

With her defense attorney Joseph Cataldo at left, Michelle Carter listens to her sentencing for involuntary manslaughter for
encouraging 18-year-old Conrad Roy III to kill himself in July 2014.
By DENISE LAVOIE

ASSOCIATED PRESS
A woman who encouraged her suicidal
boyfriend to kill himself in dozens of text
messages and told him to "get back in" a
truck !illed with toxic gas was sentenced
Thursday to 15 months in jail for involuntary manslaughter.
Michelle Carter, now 20, was convicted
in June by a judge who said her !inal instruction to Conrad Roy III caused his
death. Carter was 17 when the 18-year-old
Roy was found dead of carbon monoxide
poisoning in July 2014.
Juvenile Court Judge Lawrence Moniz
gave Carter a 2½-year jail sentence but
said she had to serve only 15 months of
that. He also sentenced her to !ive years
of probation. He granted a defense motion that would keep Carter out of jail
until her appeals in Massachusetts courts
ware exhausted.
The judge called the case, which has garnered international attention, "a tragedy
for two families."
Carter's lawyer, Joseph Cataldo, had
asked the judge to spare his client any
jail time and instead give her !ive years
of probation and require her to receive

mental health counseling. He said Carter
was struggling with mental health issues of
her own — bulimia, anorexia and depression — during the time she urged Roy to
kill himself.
"Miss Carter will have to live with the
consequences of this for the rest of her
life," Cataldo said. "This was a horrible circumstance that she completely regrets."
Prosecutor Maryclare Flynn called probation "just not reasonable punishment"
for her role in Roy's death. Prosecutors
asked the judge to send Carter to state
prison for seven to 12 years.
In dozens of text messages, Carter
had urged Roy to follow through on his
talk of taking his own life. "The time
is right and you are ready ... just do it
babe," Carter wrote in a text the day he
killed himself.
The sensational trial was closely watched
on social media, in part because of the insistent tone of Carter's text messages.
"You can't think about it. You just have to
do it. You said you were gonna do it. Like I
don't get why you aren't," Carter wrote in
one text.
Cataldo argued that Roy was determined
to kill himself and nothing Carter did could

change that. He said Carter initially tried to
talk Roy out of it and urged him to get professional help, but eventually went along
with his plan. Cataldo also argued that
Carter's words amounted to free speech
protected by the First Amendment.
In convicting Carter, the judge focused
his ruling on Carter telling Roy to "get back
in" after he climbed out of his truck as it
was !illing with carbon monoxide and told
her he was afraid.
The judge said those words constituted
"wanton and reckless conduct" under the
manslaughter statute.
Roy's family told the court Thursday that
they were devastated by his death.
Conrad Roy Jr. said it in!licted the "worst
emotional pain" he has ever experienced.
"I am heartbroken," the father said.
A teenage sister, Camden Roy, recalled
her 13 years with her older brother and
said she's "haunted" by the realization that
she'll never see him wed or be an aunt to
his children.
Carter and Roy met in Florida in 2012
while both were on vacation with their
families. After that, they only met in person
a handful of times. Their relationship consisted mainly of texting.

US prosecutors will help addiction-ravaged cities

ASSOCIATED PRESS
Disapproval of President
Donald Trump is rising among
white millennials, but it's
still below that of their black,
Latino and Asian-American
peers, according to a survey
released Thursday.
The GenForward poll shows
that whites have joined the
majorities of young adults in
all racial and ethnic groups in
disapproving of Trump's performance. That disapproval
among whites grew from 47
percent in the group's May survey to 55 percent in its most,
which was conducted between
June 23 and July 10. Meanwhile, 76 percent of blacks, 68
percent of Latinos and 67 percent of Asians disapproved of
him in the last survey — rates
that were fairly consistent with
the previous one.
Conversely, Trump's approval
ratings ranged from a low of
10 percent among black millennials to 29 percent among
whites in the most recent survey — marks lower than that of
the overall population. An ABC
News/Washington Post survey
of random U.S. adults that was
taken at Trump's recent sixmonth mark showed he had
a 36 percent approval rating,
which was the lowest at that
point for any president in at
least 70 years of polling.
Vanessa Von Burg, 33, participated in the survey and
is among the white millennials who voiced disapproval
of Trump. The student who
lives in Indianapolis said
she isn't surprised to see the
growing dissatisfaction.
"I never had approval
for Trump ... and my opinion has gotten worse," said
Von Burg, a California native
who added she is in a longterm relationship with an

Asian-American man.
A larger split emerged when
respondents were asked if
Trump would do what's right
for the country. The latest GenForward survey found that
58 percent of whites said he
would most or some of the
time, while majorities of black
and Latino respondents said he
never would.
There was also a divide in
opinion on how elected of!icials
should govern. Sixty-three percent of white millennials said
Democrats should cooperate
with Trump and other Republicans. Similar majorities of
black, Latino and Asian-American respondents disagreed,
advocating for "explicit resistance," the survey found.
"In the larger discussion
of around 'how do we reach
across party lines,' if there isn't
much agreement among racial
groups on how to do it then
that makes the conversation
that much harder," Vladimir
Medencia, one of the researchers, told reporters during a
conference call.
Von Burg counts herself
among those who support
cooperation among political
parties, but not at the expense
of "your morals."
Millennials are members of
the generation born from the
early 1980s to the late '90s.
They also are referred to as
Generation Y.
GenForward is a bimonthly
national survey of about 1,800
adults ages 18 to 34 conducted
by the University of Chicago
that has a margin of error of
plus or minus 4 percentage
points. It is designed to be representative of the young adult
population but pays special attention to the voices of people
of color, highlighting how race
and ethnicity shape the opinions of a new generation.

By ANDREW WELSH-HUGGINS

ASSOCIATED PRESS
The Justice Department will
dispatch 12 federal prosecutors
to cities ravaged by addiction
who will focus exclusively on
investigating health care fraud
and opioid scams that are fueling the nation's drug abuse
epidemic, Attorney General Jeff
Sessions said Wednesday.
He unveiled the pilot program
duringaspeechinhard-hitOhio,
where eight people a day die of
accidental overdoses.
"In recent years some of the
government of!icials in our
country I think have mistakenly
sent mixed messages about
the harmfulness of drugs," Sessions said. "So let me say: We
cannot capitulate intellectually
or morally unto this kind of
rampant drug abuse. We must
create a culture that's hostile to
drug abuse."
Sessions said the group of
prosecutors he has dubbed
the "opioid fraud and abuse
detection unit" will rely on
data in their efforts to root
out pill mills and track down
doctors and other health care
providers who illegally prescribe or distribute narcotics
such as fentanyl and other
powerful painkillers.
Such prescription opioids are
behind the deadliest drug overdose epidemic in U.S. history.
More than 52,000 Americans
died of overdoses in 2015 — a
record — and experts believe
the numbers have continued to
rise. Sessions has made aggressive prosecutions of drug crime
a top priority, saying the deadly
overdoses necessitate a return
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Attorney General Jeff Sessions speaks at the Columbus Police Academy about the opioid epidemic Wednesday
in Columbus, Ohio.
to tougher tactics.
The Health Department says
opioid-related overdoses killed
3,050 Ohioans in 2015, with
that number expected to jump
sharply for 2016.
In June, the coroner serving the greater Columbus area
said overdose deaths through
April of this year rose to 173,
a 66 percent jump from a
year ago.
"That's 173 mothers, fathers,
sons, daughters, sisters, brothers," said Columbus Mayor
Andrew Ginther, a Democrat
who said state and federal help
is needed to !ight the epidemic.
The prosecutors will be
based in U.S. attorney's of!ices in the Middle District of
Florida; the Eastern District of
Michigan; the Northern District

of Alabama; the Eastern District of Tennessee; Nevada; the
Eastern District of Kentucky;
Maryland; the Western District
of Pennsylvania; the Southern
District of Ohio; the Eastern
District of California; the Middle District of North Carolina;
and the Southern District of
West Virginia.
Some Democrats criticized
Sessions' proposal, saying more
treatment options are needed
to !ight the epidemic.
The budget proposals of
President Donald Trump and
congressional Republicans and
efforts to repeal Obamacare,
including the expansion of
Medicaid, "would likely make
the opioid epidemic worse,"
said Mandy McClure, a spokeswoman for the Democratic
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National Committee.
In May, Sessions instructed
the nation's federal prosecutors to bring the toughest
charges possible against most
crime suspects. Critics assailed the move as a return
to failed drug-war policies
that unduly affected minorities and !illed prisons with
nonviolent offenders.
The announcement was a
reversal of Obama-era policies that is sure to send more
people to prison and for much
longer terms.
Advocates warned the shift
would crowd federal prisons
and strain Justice Department
resources. Some involved in
criminal justice during the drug
war feared the human impact
would look similar.
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Marshall, WVU presidents collaborate to bring economic development to W.Va.

TIPS FOR WOW:

FRANKLIN NORTON

LIFE! EDITOR
The two men who lead the largest
educational institutions in West Virginia met July 26 to discuss the ways
the universities can bring economic
development to the Mountain State.
Marshall University President
Jerome Gilbert and West Virginia
University President E. Gordon Gee
were hosted by The Huntington Regional Chamber of Commerce in an
effort to collaborate and discuss
economic opportunities.
“The main goal of yesterday’s
meeting was for Presidents Gee
and Gilbert to talk about the importance of collaboration of the
state’s two largest institutions to
help economic development in our
state,” said Marshall spokeswoman
Ginny Painter.
For years the two institutions have
been marked by their competition,
with many West Virginians identifying by one school or the other.
“There are times where we should
collaborate, and there are times
where we should compete,” said
chamber president Bill Bissett. “But
at the end of the day it’s important for all of us as West Virginians
for both of those institutions to
be successful.”
The meeting was moderated by
Bissett, with other government and
university of!icials in attendance, including representatives from Sens.
Manchin and Capito as well as Rep.
Evan Jenkins.
WVU has commissioned the McKinsey Global Institute, a think tank
that seeks to develop an understanding of the evolving global economy,
to conduct a study to !ind what West
Virginia needs to help stimulate
the economy, with Marshall being a

“Get out of your dorm
room! The !irst week can
be intimidating, but take
advantage of all of the activities offered and meet
some new people!”
-Franklin Norton-

“Get to know the people on your !loor. It’s a lil’
community.”
-Lydia Waybright-

“Look for student organizations to be involved
with.”
SCREENSHOT

Marshall President Jerry Gilbert and WVU President E. Gordon Gee pose for a selfie together after a discussion on economic development.
The photo was shared on President Gilbert’s Twitter account.
collaborator on the project.
“The !indings will be presented to
state policymakers, and will include
recommendations about speci!ic industry sectors to pursue any policy
changes that are needed,” Painter said.
“The plan is for higher education to
take the lead in many of the initiatives
that come out of the McKinsey report.”
President Gilbert discussed some
of Marshall’s own initiatives, including his interest in developing
something of a “business incubator” in
downtown Huntington.
Bisset said he believes Gilbert “has a

very aggressive agenda into business
development, into creating a business
incubator in this region.” The chamber
president said Gilbert’s agenda is similar to the work of Innovation Depot, an
institution he, the president and the
president’s delegation became familiar
with in Birmingham, Alabama.
Innovation Depot seeks to give entrepreneurs competitive advantages. In
2016, the organization had 102 member companies with $126 million in
gross sales.
“They literally grow new businesses,”
said Bissett.

While both Gilbert and Gee discussed speci!ic ways they hope to see
the economy develop, they also addressed the culture and perceptions of
West Virginia.
“Some of it is changing the external perceptions of West Virginia; that
it is a good place to do work, that it is
prime real estate as far its location in
the United States, and that it has some
of the best and brightest here,” Bisset
said. “Conversely, we have to convince
ourselves of that, too.”
Franklin Norton can be reached at
norton18@marshall.edu

-Adam “Spanky”
Rogers“Umbrella.”

-Tom Jenkins-

Incoming freshman students
take a group photo at the John
Marshall statue--a WOW tradition!
Photo taken from WOW Website.
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GIVE YOUR
CAREER
A SHOT OF
ADRENALINE.

Actual hands-on experience can boost your expertise and give you a big edge in life.
And the Army Reserve provides you with the opportunities to develop your skills and
gain qualities that can enhance your career. They even pay you to learn, with a salary
and bonuses that can defray the expense of education and training. In fact, their Education
seeking success for the future, the Army Reserve can inject your resume with some very
impressive credentials.
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There’s strong. Then there’s Army Strong. Learn more at goarmy.com/reserve.

For more information,
visit
goarmy.com/marshall,
call 304-736-4634
or visit us at
500 Mall Rd, Suite 495
Barboursville, WV
25504.
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