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Using Selective MMPI-2
Clinical Scales To Predict
The Severity Of Prison
Infractions For First Degree
Murderers In A Maximum
Security Prison




Let’s Talk About It!

m Why Did I Choose This Topic?

m \What Does The Research Say?

= What Did The Hypothesis Predict? &




Research Details

m How Were The Subjects Identified?
m \What Procedures Were Used?

m \What Instruments Were Used?

m \What Do The Results Indicate?




Life In Prison.....

m Experience Working With Inmates

m Interested In The Differences Between
Segregation IM’s And Main-Line IM’s




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m 13% Of WV’s Total Inmates Are
Classified For Maximum Security
Placement —-(Fernandez & Nelman d

1998) o
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Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m Ten Years Ago Defendants Of Homicide
Were Approximately 20-25 Years Old --

(Edwards, nd)




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m Today, Defendants Of Homicide Are 15-
20 Years Old --(Edwards, nd)

T




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m 13% Of All Violent Crimes Are
Committed By Juveniles --(Levinson &

Greene, 1999)




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m 8% Of Juvenile Crimes Are Attributed
To Murder --(Levinson & Greene, 1999)




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m 7 In 10 Inmates Serving A Life
Sentence Expect To Be RELEASED --

(Greenfeld, 1995) W

(. -




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m The Most Common MMPI-2 Code Type
For Offenders Is 4-9 -- (Hess & Weiner,

1999)




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview of The Research

m Significant Elevations On Scales 4 And 9
Are Indicators Of Argumentative,
Hostile And Impulsive Actions --
(Cronbach, 1990)




Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

m The Best Predictor Of Institutional
Adjustment Is Age -- (Cooper &
Werner, 1990)



Long-Term Offenders -- An
Overview Of The Research

a Past Violent Behavior Prior To LA,
Incarceration Has A Positive 2
Correlation With Adjustment Problems
and High Infraction Rates -- (Morris &

Miller, 1987)




m Inmates With High Infraction Rates Will
Have Higher T Scores On Scales 4, 6,
And 9 As Compared To Inmates With

| ow Infraction Rates.




Hypothesis Suggested.....

m Inmates With Low Infraction Rates Will
Have A Higher T Score On The F

Validity Scale.




Hypothesis Suggested.....

m The “Invalid Protocol Sample Group”
Will Have Lower Weighted Infraction
Rates As Compared To The “Refusal

Sample Group”.




Criteria For Inclusion
m Inmates At MOCC From 10-98 / 3-99

m Serving A Life Sentence For 19 Murder

m Incarcerated A Minimum Of 8 Years

¢155 Inmates Met The Criteria




Sample Group Identification

m 56 Inmates Had “Valid” Protocols { &

m 44 Inmates Had “Invalid” Protocols

m 55 Inmates “Refused” To Comply With
Testing




Procedures

m Validity Scales
— L.=30-65
— F=30-80
— K=30-65

m Protocols With >25 Omitted Items 3
Out Of 10 Clinical Scales Elevated




Procedures

m Weighted Infraction Rates:

— Class 1=9
— Class 2=6 -~ # of Years

— Class 3=1 Incarcerated

m Average # Of Disciplinary
Infractions Per Year




Instruments

m MMPI-2
_ Internal Consistency Coefficient Of .87

— Validity Coefficient Of .46




Results

m As The WIR Increased From 0-9, Scale
4 T Score Increased From 50 To 85

m Once The WIR Increased Higher Than
9, The T Score Decreased At The Same

Rate




Scale 4 T-Score

Scale 4 Versus Weighted Infraction Rate
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Results

m Scale 6 Did Not Show A Significant
Relationship With Weighted Infraction

Rates
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Results

m As The Scale 9 T Score Increased From
The Lower 40’s To The Upper 60's The
WIR Increased From 0 TO 40

m A WIR Between 8 And 23 Was The Most
Predictable




Scale 9 T-Score

Scale 9 Versus Weighted Infraction Rate
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Results

m Results Do Not Support A Relationship
Between The F Validity Scale And The
WIR In Comparing The “Valid” And
“Invalid Protocols”.




F Scale T - Scc
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Results

m Testing Compliance Does Not Appear
To Have A Significant Value In Regards

To The WIR




¢3=Refused

Test Compliance Versus WIR
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Results

m Age At The Control Effective Sentence
Date Is Significantly Related To The

WIR




WIR
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Correlation Table (2-Tailed)

Level of Significance 01 .05

Sentence WIR

K Scale L. Scale

F Scale K Scale

F Scale Scale 4

F Scale Scale 6

Sentence K Scale

Scale 4 Scale 6
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