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t’s just too close to

Florida recount holds key to U.S. Presidency

B 4
4
i

Tuesday night, the television
news networks projected Al Gore
as Florida’s choice for president.

Shortly thereafter, they
retracted that prediction.

A few hours later, they called
the election again, awarding
Florida’s 25 electoral votes to
George W. Bush, giving him the
necessary 270-plus votes to
win the presidency.

And then things changed
again.

When The Parthenon went to
press, the race in Florida was
too close to call, and neither
candidate had a majority.

Election workers in Florida
were called back out for a recount.
The law in Florida states that if a
candidate comes within half of a
percent of the other, there is an
automatic recount, although all
the votes had not been counted as
of 4:35 am.

Republicans kept their majori-
ties in the United States’ Senate
and House of Representatives. If
Bush does go on to win, the
Republicans would have control
of the White House and both
houses of Congress for the first
time in 46 years.

A Bush victory would also
give the nation its second
father-son presidential duo.
John Adams (1797-01) and
John Quincy Adams (1825-29)

- “were the first.

Gore won major battleground
states in Pennsylvania, Michigan
and California. Bush won his
home state of Texas, as well as
Gore’s home state of Tennessee
and President Bill Clinton’s
home state of Arkansas.

— from wire reports
and NBC News

~
5
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W.Va.
backs
Bush

George W. Bush narrow-
ly defeated Gore in a state
previously won by only
three Republicans since
1932. Bush followed
Dwight D. Eisenhower,
Richard M. Nixon and
Ronald Reagan through
the Mountain State in his
bid for the White House.
B Democrat Robert C.
Byrd won his eighth term.

“I have devoted my life
in service to West Virginia,
but my work is not done,”
Byrd said.

B Republican Shelley
Moore Capito, a house-
wife, defeated Democrat
Jim Humphreys, a
lawyer, in a highly nega-
tive and expensive 2nd
District race for
Governor-Elect Bob
Wise’s seat.

B Following the elections,
the House of Delegates
consists of 75 Democrats
and 25 Republicans. In
the Senate, Democrats
outnumber Republicans
29-5.

B Voters approved consti-
tutional amendment to
create new family court
system.

— from wire reports

Wise wrests state’s top
office from Underwood

by RANDY COLEMAN
for the Associated Press

CHARLESTON -
Congressman Bob Wise
defeated incumbent Gov. Cecil
Underwood to return West
Virginia’s top position to the
Democratic Party.

With 86 percent of the 1,971
precincts reporting, Wise was
leading Republican Underwood
51 percent to 47 percent.

“There nothing I am
ashamed of,” Underwood said
in thanking his supporters. “I
gave the campaign all I had.”

Underwood called Wise about
1 a.m. after it became apparent
that the lead the nine-term con-
gressman jumped out to early
in the evening would not be
overcome.

“I see no way we can reverse
those numbers,” Underwood
said.

Wise said the campaign was
a “long and hard-fought race,”
adding it was time to move on.

“We didn’t run to just win an
election. We won to make a dif-
ference. We ran to move West
Virginia farther and faster,”
said Wise, reiterating themes
used throughout his cam-
paign.

Wise will be West Virginia’s
33rd governor when he takes
office in January.

Independent Denise Giardina
had 2 percent. Libertarian Bob
Myers had 1 percent, while
Natural Law Party candidate
Randall B. Ashelman had less
than 1 percent.

The race has been consid-
ered close since Wise and

(¢

photo by James Harris
Governor-elect Bob Wise will
take office in January. His
race with Gov. Ceclil
Underwood was close from
the beginning.

Underwood won their parties’
primaries in May. Underwood
said Tuesday that his cam-.
paign’s polls indicated that
previously undecided voters
would be voting his way.

Exit polls indicated that
Wise was favored by those
with the lowest incomes and
those who said their financial
situation is better than it was
four years ago.

Dave Whanger, 43, an
Independent from Hurricane,
said Wise is “someone with the
energy and the vision to break

"

the mold, try to develop some
sort of economic plan to, quite
frankly, keep our children at
home rather than ending up
out of state trying to find
work.”

“Underwood was preferred
by middle-income voters, those
who said their financial situa-
tion is worse or about the
same as four years ago. He
was also favored by those who
completed college.

“The last four years have
been very good for the state,”
saild Glenn Adrian, 44, a
Monongalia County Democrat.

“I like Underwood as a stabi-
lizing influence. He’s more bal-
anced in total as governor,”
Adrian said. “I like Bob Wise
personally, but we differ in
some political views.”

Underwood and Wise had
hoped for surprising strength
in the heart of the other’s ter-
ritory during Tuesday’s guber-
natorial election.

Leaders in both parties admit
that Underwood made inroads
into heavily Democratic south-
ern West Virginia this year, and
a strong showing in the region
would increase the 78-year-old
governor’s chances of winning
another four-year term.

Wise, who has represented
the state’s 2nd Congressional
District, worked during the
campaign to become a house-
hold word in the northern and
southern portions of the state.
In the waning days of the cam-
paign, he surrounded himself
with the Democratic Party’s
elite as he crisscrossed the
state seeking votes.

H

Felinton finds voters’ favor

by ARRON PENDLETON
reporter

David Felinton, a 1999
Marshall graduate, pulled off
one of the greatest upsets in
local election history.

Felinton got 55 percent of the
vote over 44 percent that the
two term Incumbent Mayor
Jean Dean received. Write in
candidate James “Vince” Russo
received 1 percent of the vote.

Voter turnout in Cabell
County was more than 80 per-
cent. This high turnout caused
computer problems delaying
the results.

“It is incredible,” an excited
Felinton said. “No one gave us a

Student Government

by LUKE DAMRON

reporter

The new student senators didn’t see
much action during their first Student
Government Association meeting Tuesday,
but got encouragement and instruction
from the veteran senators and officers.

SGA adviser Steve Hensley likened the
commitment to the Student Senate to a
long-term commitment in the stock market.

“It’s important for each of you to come up
here every day,” he said. “And there may be
times you come up here, like the stock mar-
ket, when not too much is happening. But
there may be times when you come up here
to hang around and something very, very

important happens.”

Please see SGA, P3

chance in February. We had a
lot of good people working in
for us. It has 3D
been a lot of hard
work, and it paid
off. It is not real-
ly sinking in that
I won yet.”

“There is a lot of
tension in the
Democratic
Headquarters, yet
there is a lot of optimism too for
the local candidates running for
Delegate seats,” said Margaret
Chapman, sophomore.

Arley Johnson (D-I), Mar-
garette Leach (D-I), and Kevin
Craig (D) were elected to the
West Virginia House of Dele-

Felinton

Faculty Senate

by ANNA L. MALLORY
reporter

The Faculty Senate’s Executive Committee
met Monday to set the agenda for the full
senate meeting next Thursday. One recom-
mendation was on the agenda.

The committee voted unanimously to
place a resolution proposed by the
Legislative Affairs Committee. The commit-
tee proposed that President Dan Angel
appoint one of his representatives in the
West Virginia Legislature to serve as a liai-
son to the Legislative Affairs Committee.

The rationale behind the proposal is three-
fold. According to the committee, appointing
the liaison would improve communication
between the faculty and president with

gates for the 15th District
which comprises parts of Cabell
and Lincoln counties.

Kevin Craig, top vote-getter,
defeated incumbent “Chuck”
Romine.

Jody Smirl (R-I), Susan
Hubbard (D-I) and Dale
Stephens (D) were elected to
the West Virginia House of
Delegates for the 16th District
which comprises parts of
Cabell and Wayne Counties.

Kim Wolfe (R) defeated demo-
crat Red Dawson by 59 percent
to 41 percent for Cabell County
Sheriff.

Online editor Terri Blair con-
tributed to this report.

Please see FACULTY, P3
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Hillary wins NY Senate seat

by MARC HUMBERT
The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Hillary
Rodham Clinton triumphed in
her historic quest for the U.S.
Senate, defeating homegrown
GOP Rep. Rick Lazio Tuesday to
become the only first lady ever
elected to public office.

Just before 11 p.m. Tuesday,
with 51 percent of precincts
counted, Clinton had 1,698,421
votes, or 54 percent; Lazio had
1,423,562 votes, or 45 percent.

“You came out and said that
issues and ideals matter,”
Clinton told a cheering crowd
minutes later. In the wings, her
husband, the president,
watched and grinned.

“I am profoundly grateful to all
of you for giving me the chance to
serve you,” she said. “I will do
everything I can to be worthy of

your faith and
trust and to honor
the powerful
example of Sen.
Daniel  Patrick
Moynihan.”

The campaign,
which pitted her |§ i
against a power-
house New York -
City mayor and then a lesser-
known Republican congressman,
was the longest and costliest race
in the state’s history.

Clinton herself her
activism, her issues, her presi-
dent husband and her love-it-
or-hate-it personality — proved
to be the main issue in the cam-
paign against the Long Island
congressman to replace retiring
Democrat Moynihan.

“She overcame the skeptics,
and worked and worked and
won,” Sen. Charles Schumer, D-

N.Y., said at the Manhattan
hotel serving as Clinton’s elec-
tion-night headquarters.

Lazio, in conceding, called for
unity and pronounced the effort
worthwhile.

“She has won this race,” Lazio
said of Clinton. “It’s time for us to
stand as New Yorkers together.”

Clinton’s planning for the
Senate race began in the living
quarters of the White House in
February of last year when she
met for several hours with New
York political veteran Harold
Ickes, a former White House
deputy chief of staff ' during
President Clinton’s first term.
That very day, the Senate voted on
whether to remove her husband,
an impeachment triggered by his
affair with Monica Lewinsky.

By early July, she was at
Moynihan’s upstate New York
farm receiving his blessing and

kicking off a summer-long “lis-
tening tour” of New York. In
January, she moved into a $1.7
million house she and the pres-
ident had bought in suburban

Westchester County.

At the time, the likely
Republican . candidate was
Rudolph Giuliani.

But the “clash of the titans”
wasn’'t to be. Giuliani never
seemed to warm to the cam-
paign. By mid-May, he was out of
the race, battling prostate cancer
and beset by marital woes.

Coming off the GOP bench,
Lazio literally fell flat on his face,
a Memorial Day parade mishap
which left him with a fat lip and
stitches. But within days, Lazio
was running almost even with
Clinton in the polls and amass-
ing a campaign war chest that
would soon surpass the first
lady’s own impressive lode.

Voters
approve
amendment

CHARLESTON (AP)
— West Virginia voters
have approved a constitu-
tional amendment to
modify the state’s judicial
system to create a family
court.

With 52 percent of the
1,971 precincts reporting,
the amendment was win-
ning by a margin of
72 percent to 28 percent.

The amendment gives
the Legislature the
authority to specify the
family court’s jurisdiction.

Family judges are
expected to handle
divorce, child custody,
abuse and neglect, domes--
tic violence and juvenile
matters.

Current law masters
would become judges on a
par with circuit judges;-'
and their decisions, in
general, could be
appealed to the state
Supreme Court.

The new judges would
have to stand for election
in 2002.

Currently, victims of
domestic violence may
turn to magistrates for
protective orders, then to
family law masters for
divorce, child support and
custody battles. Circuit
judges handle most crimi-
nal charges.

The courts don’t com-
municate. Records aren’t
shared. Court officials
acknowledge a batterer
can move on to another
county — another victim
— with no one the wiser.

Republicans score an upset as
Shelley Moore Capito wins

by MALIA RULON
The Associated Press

CHARLESTON — Repub-
*lican Shelley Moore Capito
triggered an upset in heavily
Democratic West Virginia,
putting the 2nd District seat in
the GOP column.
_ Capito was declared the win-
ner with 91 percent of the 642
* precincts reporting. She led
Democrat Jim Humphreys by a
1,500-vote margin in a race
> where they each collected
347 percent of the vote.
Libertarian John Brown
trailed with 6 percent of the vote.
Capito led Humphreys in four
of the five counties that hadn’t
been counted by early
Wednesday — Berkeley, Jeffer-
son, Jackson and Morgan.
Humphreys led early Tuesday
night before Capito pulled even,
then edged aheadin the knuck-
le-cracking tight race, which
was held up by technical prob-

lems in Berkeley County.

The county’s ballot counting
machine broke down and so did
a spare, said Berkeley County
Commissioner John E. Wright.
Officials. had to bring in a
machine from neighboring
Jefferson County.

Capito was not immediately
available for comment.

A state delegate for Kanawha
County, Capito ran a high-ener-
gy campaign that stressed
meeting and greeting as many
voters as possible.

She championed health, family
and education issues, and sup-
ported the Republican plans for a
public-private prescription pro-
gram for needy seniors and allow-
ing workers to invest portions of
their Social Security payment.

Capito, who trailed Humphreys
in polls shortly after her unop-
posed May primary, staged a
come-from-behind victory in a
state that favors Democrats, 2-1.

The daughter of former Gov.

Arch A. Moore Jr. is the first
female congressional representa-
tive since Elizabeth Kee took her
late husband’s seat for six terms
from 1953 to 1964. She is the first
Republican to represent West
Virginia in Congress since 1982.

Humphreys, a Charleston
lawyer and former state sena-
tor, poured more than $6 mil-
lion of his own money into the
tight race for the 2nd District
that featured dozens of televi-
sion commercials.

Early victories for incum-
bents Sen. Robert C. Byrd and
Reps. Alan Mollohan and Nick
Rahall mean the state will have
at least four Democratic con-
gressman. Sen. Jay Rockefeller,
D-W.Va., did not face election
Tuesday.

Mollohan and Rahall took
easy victories in the 1st and 3rd
districts. They faced Libertari-
an candidates Richard Kerr of
Morgantown and Jeff Robinson
of Beckley.

Candidates need only electoral votes to win

WASHINGTON (AP) — A
candidate need not win a majority
of popular votes to become presi-
dent, just the most electoral votes.

George W. Bush or Al Gore
must secure 270 of the 538 votes
cast by the Electoral College to
occupy the White House. -

The winner of the popular
vote has lost the election three
times, in 1824, 1876 and 1888.

The Electoral College is made
up of representatives chosen by
the voters of each state and the
District of Columbia to elect the
president and vice president.

Each state has as many votes
in the Electoral College as the
total of its senators and repre-

PSYCHOLOGY CLINIC AT
MARSHALL UNIVERSITY
Providing confidential services, by appointment only, to MU students and
employees and to members of the Huntington Community for:

* Depression

* Anxiety & Worry
* Marriage/Relationship
Problems

» Family Difficulties
* Test Anxiety

» Job or School Stress

» Habit Disorders (Smoking,
Overeating, others)

* Child Conguct & Learning
Problems

* Other adjustment problems

For further information call The Psychology Clinic at 696-2772

sentatives in Congress.

The electors, who meet on a
day in December usually in their
state capitals, by custom or law
vote for their party’s choice for
president and vice president.

In most cases, the candidate
who wins the highest number of
popular votes in a state gets all
of that state’s electoral votes.

In January, at a joint session
of Congress, the president of
the Senate — the vice president
— opens the sealed certificates
and the votes are counted. The
candidate getting a majority is
declared elected.

A tie in the Electoral College
would throw the presidential

election into the House of
Representatives, and the Senate
would choose the vice president.

In the House, each state’s dele-
gation gets one vote. The candi-
date who receives at least 26
votes becomes president. In the
Senate, each senator gets one
vote, and whichever vice presi-
dential candidate gets a majority
of the votes cast, wins.

The Electoral College emerged
at the 1787 Constitutional Con-
vention as a solution to a squab-
ble between one group that
wanted the Congress to elect the
president and another that
wanted the election based solely
on a popular vote.

Hair Wizards

Winner of several
Best of the Tri-state
awards.

Barbers & Cosmetologists

Men’s Haircuts
still only $ 9

Open Mon-Sat 9am-6pm

2557 8rd Ave
522-7812

ATTENTION COLLEGE GRADUATES OR SOON-TO-BE GRADUATES!

The WV Air Guard is cwrrently accepting applications for ALL Officer Positions, including Pilot and Navigator!

HURRY! DEADLINE FOR PILOT/NAVIGATOR APPLICATIONS IS 21 NOVEMBER 2000!!!

@ Are between the ages of 21 and 34 years old
@ Pass the Air Force Officer’s Qualification Test
@ Are physically and morally qualified
® Are willing to serve your state and your country part-time.

Minorities and Females Encouraged to Apply!

Fuel Your Future

——

Air National Guard

If you meet the following qualifications, you could be ready to step up to the challenge of servingas an officer in the WV Air Guard:

® Possess a 4 year accredited college degree or are in your final year of college.

As an officer with the WV Air Guard, you'll receive advanced training and earn a monthly paycheck! For more information on these programs,
contact Master Sergeant Artie Chestnut at the WV Air Guard...1-800-228-1205 or 341-6125.
YOU CAN ALSO STOP BY OUR MARSHALL UNIVERSITY OFFICE, LOCATED IN OLD MAIN PLAZA, ROOM 108,

EVERY WEDNESDAY FROM 9AM - 3PM. CALL OUR MARSHALL OFFICE AT 696-2598.
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Missourians award
late governor with
place in Senate

by LIBBY QUAID
The Associated Press

ST. LOUIS — Missourians
elected a dead man to the
Senate Tuesday, choosing Gov.
Mel Carnahan — who per-
ished three weeks ago in a
plane crash — over Republican
incumbent John Ashcroft.
Carnahan’s widow had agreed
to take her husband’s place.

With 84 percent of precincts
reporting early Wednesday,
Carnahan had 1,075,872
votes, or 50 percent. Ashcroft,
a Republican, had 1,039,409,
or 49 percent.

The plane crash that killed
Carnahan, his son and an
aide Oct. 16 turned the
nationally watched contest
against Republican Sen. John
Ashcroft from notoriously bit-
ter to decidedly bizarre.

Carnahan died too late to
revise the ballot. No one had
ever posthumously won elec-
tion to the Senate, though
voters on at least three occa-
sions’ sent deceased candi-
dates to the House.

Gov. Roger Wilson, who took
office after Carnahan’s death,
said he would appoint
Carnahan’s 66-year-old widow,
Jean, to a two-year term
should Ashcroft lose. §

Jean Carnahan became the
implicit challenger when she
declared herself strong endugh
to accept appointment.

Some Republicans had
threatened a court challenge
if that happened.

Early Wednesday, as her
husband pulled ahead, she
addressed hundreds of St.
Louis-area supporters by
phone from her home in Rolla.

“You have stayed the
course; you have kept the
faith; you have carried our
hopes and dreams,” she said.

“Lincoln never saw his
nation made whole again.
Susan B. Anthony never cast
a vote. Martin Luther King
never finished his mountain-
top journey. My husband’s
journey was cut short, too.
And for reasons we don’t
understand, the mantle has

Homes For Rent

E Ll a
Marshall Area - 2 Bedroom and
an Efficiency Apt. Utilities paid.
Available Oct. 15, 2000. Call
Vicky or Paul Rice 522-4780

Applegrove Townhouse
2 BR apartment. Close to
campus. wall-to-wall carpet. A/C
Lease and deposit
Phone 523-5615

i Rxan Arms

1 BR with wall-to-wall ca

rpet, A/C.
Available Jan. 1
Lease and Deposit
523-5615

1 & 2 BR Apartment. 1669 6th
Ave. Utilities Paid. Wall-to-wall
carpet. A/C 523-5615

7th Avenue Apartment 1605 7th
Ave. 1 or 2 BedroomUltilities paid.
Furnished. 2 Blocks from Corbly
Hall. Off Street Parkmg.
/ik_f,f%dable quiet living! Call 525-

ARE YOU TIRED OF
YOUR ROOMMATE?
We have 2 brand new 1 BR apts
for rent beglnnlngl Dec.1 or Jan.1
Kitchen completely furnished.
1 Block from Campus. Call
Thorntree Apartments 736-0496

University Suites
1&2 Bedroom
WaIkinP distance to M.U.

al

Available for Dec. 20
529-0001

For

advertising

inﬁo’zmation

call

696-3346

“You have stayed
the course; you have
kept the faith; you
have carried our
hopes and dreams.”

Jean Carnahan,
Gov. Mel Carnahan’s widow

now fallen upon us,” she said.

Ashcroft, 58, resumed his

campaign eight days after the

* crash, airing his own new TV
ad featuring former Sen. John
Danforth, a mentor, telling
Missourians, “What’s happen-
ing today to John Ashcroft is
just not right.”

Meanwhile, the late gover-
nor’s campaign spent
$700,000 to broadcast Jean
Carnahan making a direct
appeal to voters to keep her
husband’s vision alive.

She answered a dozen ques-
tions in writing from The
Associated Press, describing
views in favor of abortion
rights, gun control and other
issues, all reflecting stands by
her husband in direct opposi-
tion to Ashcroft’s.

In St. Louis on Tuesday,
long lines of voters led a state
judge, at Democrats’ request,
to order the city to keep its
polls open until 10 p.m., three
extra hours. A shortage of
booths, ballots, judges and
equipment had vexed the city
throughout the day.

But the Board of Election
Commissioners appealed swift-
ly, and a three-judge panel of
the Missouri Court of Appeals
ordered the polls closed imme-
diately — ‘after they had been
open nearly an extra hour.

Both popular vote-getters
elected twice as Missouri gov-
ernor, Carnahan and Ashcroft
were politically like night and
day.

For years, Missouri political
analysts and observers have
remarked on the rancor

between the two, although
Ashcroft and Carnahan both
denied it repeatedly.

Work you own schedule.
Hostesses, Waitresses, Mixers,
Dancers. Must be 18 or older
with desire to make lots of
money. No experience
necessary. Work at #1 club in Tri-
state: Lady Godivas Gentlemen’s
g:l;ét; Open 3pm to 3am. 736-

SPRINGBREAK 2001
Hiring On-campus Reps
SELL TRIPS, EARN CASH, GO
FREE!! Student Travel Services
America’s #1 Student Tour
Operator Jamaica, Mexico,
Bahamas, Europe, Florida
1-800-648-4849
www.gospringbreak.com

? Ponderosa is
taking applications for Wait Staff.
Apply in Person at 3100 Rt. 60

SURVIVE SPRING BREAK
2001! ALL THE HOTTEST
DESTINATIONS/HOTELS!

CAMPUS SALES
REPRESENTATIVES AND
STUDENT ORGANIZATIONS
WANTED! VISIT inter-
campus.com or call 1-800-327-
6013 THE TRIBE HAS SPOKEN!

Travel Services

P

GO DIRECT = S$avings! #1
Internet-based Spring Break
company offering WHOLESALE
Spring Break fackages (no
middlemen)! Zero traveler
complaints last year! Lowest
price guarantee! 1-800-367-
1252 www.springbreakdirect.com

Spring Break 2001. Student
Express offers Mexico, Jamaica,
Florida and Texas with low prices
and the most reliable air. Call
today for a brochure and ask

how you can go for FREE!!
1-800-SURFS-U or
www.studentexpress.com
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Students crowd Marco’s
for political play-by-play

by KATE JOHNSON
reporter

The air in Marco’s was heavy
with excitement Tuesday night
as about 20 students and facul-
ty gathered to watch the elec-
tion results on a big screen tele-
vision.

The Student Activities
Programming Board, Gollege
Republicans and Young Demo-
crats sponsored the election
party and supplied the group
with pizza, soda and popcorn.

Melissa Nenni, Huntington
sophomore and treasurer of
Young Democrats, said the elec-
tion party was given to offer stu-
dents the opportunity to watch
the results as they come in and
to meet with friends.

“We thought this would give
students the opportunity to ask
the Young Democrats and
College Republicans "about
their parties,” Nenni said.

Peter and Philip Parlock,
both Cabell Midland High
School students, came to the
party to watch the’ election
results.

The brothers came.to the
party at the invitation of their
sister, a Marshall freshman.

“We worked on the Bush cam-
paign,” Philip Parlock said.

“We went to the Gore rally
last weekend. and got signs
ripped out of our hands,” Peter
Parlock said.

Marco’s took on the atmos-
phere of a sports arena as the
news network updated each
candidate’s electoral “score.”

photos by Kate Johnson

Huntington sophomore Melissa Nenni, right, Barboursville
sophomore Rebecca Adkins and Wayne County freshman
Jason Smith watch the election results Tuesday night in
Marco’s at the Memorial Student Center.

The students were discussing
which states would help their
preferred candidate and how
many more electorate votes they
need.

Most thought the results would
not be final until the morning
because the race was so close.

Robert Hall, Huntington
sophomore, came to the party
to watch the election results.
After NBC put Florida back in
the “too-close-to-call” category,
Bush jumped ahead.

“I'm for Bush,” Hall said. “So,
I'm pleased with how things
are going so far.”

When the results from West
Virginia were projected around
10 p.m., the applause and
cheers filled Marco’s.

The College Republicans said
they were proud that their
campaigning efforts paid off —
Bush won West Virginia.

The party ended when Marco’s
closed at 11 p.m., before official
results were released.

Election: makes for gripping TV

NEW YORK (AP) — It was
the ultimate in reality televi-
sion for grateful networks
. Tuesday: a presidential election

with the final survivor a true
mystery as the night wore on.

After a nailbiting night, short-
ly after 2:15 a.m., the TV net-
works declared George W. Bush
the winner over Al Gore in
Florida — and thus the nation. ,

But that didn’t end the
drama. By 3:30 a.m., NBC’s
Tom Brokaw continued to won-
der aloud if Florida was a lock
for Bush. Only several hundred
votes separated the two men,
he noted, with 30,000 uncount-
ed absentee ballots.

“That would be something if
the networks managed to blow it
twice in one night,” he said.

Before too long, CNN started to
waver, too — especially after nei-
ther candidate appeared in pub-
lic as expected. Brokaw’s rueful
remark referred to the networks
predicting earlier in the evening
that Gore would win Florida. Two
hours later, they took that predic-
tion back, saying the race was too
close to call. .

It made for gripping television.
The networks spent millions of
dollars on polls and vote-gather-
ing efforts in an attempt to find
out the results as quickly as pos-
sible. Instead, they got something
better — old-fashioned suspense.

On Tuesday night, several ana-
lysts said their networks were
taking time declaring states for
either candidate, wanting to
make sure exit poll results
matched up with actual returns.

“We're waiting on a possible

NOBODY. DOES BREAKS BETTER!|

Peb 24-Mar 31,3001

“This is Christmas Eve
for us political junkies.
It certainly beats the
Oscars. It beats the
World Series.”

Chris Matthews,
MSNBC

decision in Florida, but you've
got time to put on anothér cup
of coffee and pour it,” Rather
said before 8 p.m.

Ten minutes later, NBC pro-
Jjected Gore the winner.in Florida.

Other networks followed soon*

after. But two hours later, video
of Bush appeared on TV screens
saying he wasn’t giving up
Florida. By 9:55 p.m. CNN had
taken back its projection that
Gore had won the state. CBS
quickly followed, then NBC.

“This night got even more
complicated and tricky,” CNN’s
Jeff Greenfield said.

An early sign of a tight race
came during the network evening
news. Anchors usually can be
counted on to drop subtle hints
from -exit poll results about how
the night will unfold, but few
were forthcoming.

Rather convened a panel of
political experts and asked them
to pick a winner at about 6:40 p.m.

Linda DiVall picked Bush,
Harrison Hickman guessed Gore
and Norm Ornstein took a pass. “I
honestly don’t know,” he said.

ABC'’s George Stephanopoulos,
the former political operative for
President Clinton, predicted
legal challenges to vote counts
would be brought in several
states if the race stayed close.

Peter Jennings anchored ABC’s
coverage from a midtown
Manhattan studio, alternating
between the lights of Times
Square blinking behind him and
the lights from an electoral map.

On NBC, analyst Russert

used a laser pointer to pick out
states on'a red, white and blue
map. Later, Russert discarded
the pointer to scribble voting
projections in pen on a white
tablet.
" CNN and Fox News Channel
used a graphic borrowed from
sporting events, displaying an
electoral vote count as a scorecard
on the corners of their screen.

MSNBC — the cable network
started by Microsoft — was dis-
armingly low-tech: A produc-
tion assistant, Kara Kaplan,
filled in states on a map like a
giant jigsaw puzzle.

“This is Christmas Eve for us
political junkies,” MSNBC'’s Chris
Matthews said before any polls
closed. “It certainly beats the
Oscars. It beats the World Series.”

How would you like to spend
2 hours at the Huntington Mall?

Harmony House

Cabell Huntington Coadilition for the Homeless
needs volunteers for its
informational booth at

Huntington Mall
November 10 - 18.

To raise public interest for the homeless.
Il Campus organizations are encouraged to adopt a day.

To volunteer please
contact Pamela Scaggs at
696-2864 or
Jenkins Hall 232

the

WSSA program celebrates
women’s suffrage history

by SARA E. PAYNE
reporter

The United States has expe-
rienced 80 years since the 1920
ratification of the 19th
Amendment which enabled
American women to vote.

The amendment required
almost as many years for suf-
fragists to achieve the ratifica-
tion: between 1848, when a
woman suffrage resolution
was adopted at Seneca Falls
Convention, to 1920, when the
amendment was ratified.

And the Women Studies
Student Association (WSSA)
encourages students to cele-
brate this right.

“We feel that women are left
out of history too often,”
Tabetha Adkins, WSSA politi-
cal activism coordinator, said.
“So, by holding events like

this, we remind people what a
crucial role women have
played in history.”

WSSA members wore multi-
colored sashes. Yellow, white
and purple sash colors repre-
sented the National Women’s
Party.

During the program, WSSA
members share the history of
the suffragists.

Sondria Marcum read a
transcript of Elizabeth Cady
Stanton’s interview, who spoke
at the first Women’s Rights
Convention.

“I think that our program is
important because in this elec-
tion major political decisions
will be made,” WSSA Vice
President Bethany Cooper
said.

“This election is not only
important for women, but for
every voter.”

Throughout the program,
WSSA members reminded indi-
viduals that the Student Govern-
ment Association was offering
students a ride to the polls.

The club also performed a
symbolic voting for the audi-
ence.

The event was free to stu-
dents. Two celebration cakes
were served and various party
favors were offered to the audi-
ence.

The members shared the
club’s experiences from their
Oct. 15th Washington, D.C.,
march for the history of the
suffrage of women.

“Until I came to college, I didn't
know who Elizabeth Cady
Stanton was,” Kate Johnson,
WSSA president, said. “And
today we wanted to share what
we have learned and we also
wanted to celebrate our history.”
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SGA President Bill Walker,
Senate President Pro-Tempore
Derek Scarbro and Judiciary
Nate Kuratomi also urged the
new senators to become active
in the senate.

“There’s the old saying, ‘If
you've got time to lean, you've
got time to clean,’ ” Walker

said. “Well, there shouldn’t be
any time to lean up here.”

The new senators said they
were eager to begin their SGA
duties.

“Let’s make something hap-
pen,” Jimbo Boyd, the new
representative from the W.Va.
Board of Regents, said.

Walker also declared the Get
Out The Vote rally a success.

“To me, the imporgant thing
isn't that we got 6,000 stu-
dents out to vote, [it's] that we

offered it to students who
needed a ride to get out and
vote,” Walker said.

The only issue that came up
before the new senators, a pro-
posed $500 grant to the
Newman Center, had to be
tabled because it had not been
reviewed by the finance com-
mittee.

SGA meets every Tuesday at
4 p.m. in Memorial Student
Center 2W29B. Meetings are
open to all students.
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issues concerning legislative
agenda. The proposal also said it
would optimize the opportunity
for the university to speak with
one voice to the Legislature.
They further say Faculty
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