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by JACOB MESSER
assistant sports editor

A solid floor general and
tough post player, Marshall
Coach dJuliene Simpson says,
are the keys to a successful bas-
ketball team.

Simpson has both this season
in Kristina Behnfeldt, a 6-foot
senior forward,
and Karrie

MORE
Cbok,  a b5-b
freshman guard. IN lPE
“I think you 4 women; 3
need a point iEee. PS b

guard who is a leader on the
floor and a forward who is a
force on the court,” Simpson
said. “We have those this year.”

A native of Defiance, Ohio,
Behnfeldt is an all-conference
selection in athletics and acad-
emics. She ranks second in
points (1,496) and rebounds
(830) in school history. The top
spot in both categories belongs
to Karen Pelphrey, a former
All-American who scored 2,746
points and grabbed 891
rebounds from 1982 through
1986.

Simpson considers Bekgpfeldt

illustration by Randall Lilly

Cook, Behnfeldt cpete Hed
puzzie, Simpson says
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Gettysburg.

or grey. They’re
white.
And the battles

photo by John F. Carter
Freshman forward-center J.R.
VanHoose dunks the ball
Saturday against Bluefield
State College.

one of the top players iu e
conference — and the nation.

“We are promoting her
because she is a legiti-
mate contender for
Player of the Year in g
the  Mid-Americani
Conference and '
Player of the Year in
the nation,” Simpson
said of Behnfeldt, who .c....
for her senior season after aver-
aging a team-high 20.8 points
and 11.2 rebounds per game as
a junior. “Not only is she a
superb athlete, she is a 4.0 stu-
dent. Her final two choices for
college were Marshall and
Cornell.

“Kristina is a complete pack-
age, both on and off the court,”
Simpson says of the senior for-
ward in the 1998-99 Marshall
women’s basketball media
guide. “She is the epitome of
what a student-athlete should
be. She is a coach’s dream.”

Cook has earned the starting
nod at point guard in her first
season. Simpson has much con-
fidence in and high expecta-
tions for Cook, who led
Downingtown High S{:_chool to

photo by John F. Carter

Freshman Karrie Cook has

. earned a starting position as

point guard in her first sea-
son.

back-to-back state champi-

onships in 1997 and 1998.
“Karrie’s ability to run a ball

club will make an immediate

S:g)e PIECES, P2

grd
00DS..

B Big Blues can't

by JACOB MESSER
N assistant sports editor

The Thundering Herd is having its
version of the Civil War

But the battle field is not -in
It’s
Henderson Center.

The soldiers are not wearing blue

versus brother. They pit teammate
against teammate.

eep Herd down

by DAN NEWMAN
reporter

After defeating Bluefield
State College 118-60 last year,
could the Thundering Herd
men’s basketball team repeat
the stellar performance this
past Saturday?

At one point, Marshall was

actually down 14-6 before wak-
ing up and cruising to a 105-64
victory over the Big Blues,
paced by VonDale Morton’s 21
points and 10 rebounds off the
bench, both career highs.
“Our starting five came out and
they weren’t ready to go,” MU
coach Greg White said. “We
didn’t shoot the ball well in the
early going.”

Down by eight with just five
minutes gone by, sophomore
guard Joda Burgess entered
the game and promptly hit a
three-pointer to stop an 8-0 run
by Bluefield and keep the close
at 14-9.

After this spurt, the Herd put
together a spurt of their own,
scoring 13 of the next 15
points, six of which came from
highly-touted freshman J.R.
VanHoose making the count
22-16 in favor of Marshall,
gaining a lead that they would-

n't relinquish.

“For 12 minutes, it was a lot
of fun,” Bluefield assistant
coach Mike Snively said. “We
had the adrenaline going and
we shot the three and stepped
it'up.”

It may have been fun for 12
minutes, but the final eight
minutes of the first half must
have been painful for the .Big
Blues as they were outsgored
19-4 in this span, bringing the

halftime score to 43-25,
Marshall. Morton jand
VanHoose had seven points
apiece while Bluefield’s

Leanthony Jones led all scorers
with nine.

The second half started out
much like the first half ended
with Marshall doing as they
pleased. Burgess drilled the
second of his two shots from
beyond the arc on the evening
to make it a 30 point lead at 67-
37 with 11:56 remaining in the
game.

“At the half, I told the guys to
have more enthusiasm and
respect your opponent,” said
White.

“They stepped up the defense
and hit a couple of threes and

Please see BLUES, P2
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The members of the
Marshall men’s bas-
ketball team are fight-*
ing for a starting job ™"
and playing time.

“Our practices have very competi-
tive,” White said. “That’s exactly
what you want if you're me. The
players know we have to improve.
They know the key to improving is
having better competition. They
know having better competition
means having better players. There
is a great battle at every position.
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mates,
mount when they join forces to fight
for a common goal during the sea-

INSIDE

Herd Hoops

yield wins

“But it doesn’t matter who starts,”
he continued, “because there are
eight or nine guys on this team who
could start. It matters who’s on the

floor in the final minutes of the
game with the score tied 75-75.”

competition among team-
White notes, will be para-

“Our goal is to win the Mid-

Please See BATTLES, P2

photo by John F. Carter
The women’s basketball team huddles during practice Friday before facing Old Dominion in
Norfolk, Va., Sunday afternoon. The Herd lost the contest 68-34.

Women fall to Dominion tradition

by JOE DALTON
reporter

The Marshall women’s bas-
ketball team opened the 1998-
1999 season slowly Sunday
afternoon, losing 68-34 to Old
Dominion in Norfolk, Va.

The Herd only trailed 17-11
with four minutes to play
before halftime, until Old
Dominion scored 17 points in
the remainder of the half.

Leadingg the way for

Marshall was senior co-cap-
tain Kristina Behnfeldt and
her 20 points. Behnfeldt went
seven-of-eight from the free-
throw line, and pulled down
eight rebounds in the losing
effort. No other member of the
team reached double figures in
scoring.

It is early in the season, but
Behnfeldt seems to have
picked up where she left off
last year when she led the
team in sgoring and rebound-

v

ing with 20.8 points per game
and 11.2 rebounds per game.
Along with her role as a team
leader, Behnfeldt figures to be
the center piece of the team.

Marshall coach Juliene
Simpson said that every game
the team goal is to win, and
this contest was no different.
“We had good spurts of play,
but overall, we were up and
down,” Simpson said.

{  Please See OLD, P2
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Pieces fall
into place

W From page 1

impact on our program,’
Simpson said of Cook, who
earned four letters at her high
school in Downingtown, Pa.
“She has great composure and
sees the floor extremely well.
She will be a player-coach on the
floor.”

More important than the con-
tributions made by Behnfeldt
and Cook, though, is the contri-.
butions made by their team-
mates.

Simpson, whose team strug-
gled through a 8-21 campaign
and a 3-15 conference mark in
its first season in the Mid-
American Conference, thinks
they are capable.

“We have kids who are young
and competitive,” Simpson told
local media at the annual
Marshall basketball media day
recently.

“They all say if they are not
starting they are going to make
it hard on the starters by com-
peting with them. When they do
get into a game it will be easy
for them.”

Eight players are lost from
last seasbn. Center Aisha Byrd,
forward . Keri Simmons and
guards Cindy McCauley and
Natal Rosko completed their eli-
gibity.

Four others Michelle
Lenhart, Jenny Lincoln, Lisa
Mason and' Laura Rollyson —
left for other reasons. Seven
newcomers have filled their
spots on the roster.

Brandy Robertson, a 5-5
junior from Hawesville, Ky.,
joins Cook in the backcourt.
Robertson, who joins Behnfeldt
as the only remaining members
of Marshall's 1997 NCAA
Tournament team, ranked sec-
ond on the team in assists with
56 last season. She averaged 3.3
points as a sophomore.

“She’s going to be a young lady
who will step up for us,”
Simpson said, referring to
Robertson. “We anticipate her
starting at the two guard. She is
one of our most proficient shoot-
ers and one of our quickest play-
ers.

“Brandy has exceptional
speed that will compliment our
fast paced style of play. She has
really emerged as a leader on
this team and she will make
immediate conmbutlons to our
program.

“Brandy and Karrie form
what may be the quickest back-
court in the Mid-American
Conference.”

Sophomore Toni Patillo and
junior college transfer Georgina
German also will contribute in
the backcourt.

Patillo averaged 4.4 points
. and 3.5 rebounds per game in 29
games last season. She was sec-
ond on the team in steals with
32 and third on the team in
assists with 49. The 5-7 sopho-
more earned praise from
Simpson for her hustle on the
basketball court.

“As many of you [members of
the media] may remember she
is the one with the kneepads,”
Simpson said of Patillo, a three-
year letterwinner at Kempsville
High School in Virginia Beach,
Va., before coming to Marshall.

“She is all over the floor when
she plays. She is a great player.”

German  transferred to
Marshall from Central Arizona
College, the 1997-98 junior col-
lege national champions.
Simpson praised the 5-8 junior
for her athleticism.

“You cannot close your eyes
because if you pass her up on
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“They all say if they
are not starting they
.are going to make it
hard on the starters
by competing with
them.”

Juliene Simpson,
women’s Herd coach

offense she will come from
behind and make a steal or cre-
ate something,” Simpson said of
German, a native of Tuscon,
Ariz.

Joining Behnfeldt in the front-
court are two returners, sopho-
mores Stephanie Rein-brecht
and Karen Lenhart.

Reinbrecht averaged 4.4
points and 3.6 rebounds per
game in 1997, while Lenhart 1.7
points and 1.7 rebounds per
game. Both Reinbrecht and
Lenhart are 6-1 centers.

Freshmen Elizabeth Tokodi,
Au’Yana Ferguson and Shawna
Streeter provide help and add
depth under the boards. The
freshman trio has impressed
Simpson, the second-year coach
of the Thundering Herd.

“She is one of our best jump
shooters,” Simpson said of
Tokodi, a 5-10 forward who was
named the 1998 USA Today
West Virginia Player of the Year
in her senior season at
Parkersburg Catholic High
School. “She can stop on a dime
and put it up.

“She is a very athletic player
who can play inside or outside,”
Simpson said of Ferguson, a 5-
10 forward who recorded more
than 1,000 points and rebounds
in her career at Louisville
Central High School in
Louisville, Ky.

“She can run with the
guards,” Simpson said of
Streeter, a 6-3 center who gives
the Thundering Herd an impos-
ing presence in the paint. “She
can press. And Kristina hasn’t
put up so many shots that have
been blocked in practice.”

Kendra Liddle and Charity
Morrison are the remaining
members of the team., A 5-6
junior guard, Liddle transferred
to Marshall from West Virginia
Tech, where she played basket-
ball and softball. Morrison, a 5-5
freshman, was a four-year all-
stater at Vinson High School.

Battles keep
team strong

B From page 1

American Conference Cham-
pionship,” White said matter-
of-factly.

The Thundering Herd posted
a 11-16 record and 7-12 confer-
ence mark in its first season in
the Mid-American Conference.
Four players are gone from
that squad. Back-up point
guard Chris Gray completed
his eligibility. Reserves Jesse
Jett, Derrick Knox and Josh
Pray left the team and trans-
ferred to different schools.

But all five starters from the
1997-98 Thundering Herd are
among the nine returners for
Marshall this season.

“We can improve a lot of we
cannot improve at all,” said
White, who said he plans to use
a fastbreak offense and pres-
sure defense as much as possi-
ble this season. “How good are
we? I don’t know. We'll just
have to wait and see. I tell my
kids if they are better, they will
have to go out there and prove
| i

Six newcomers — three of
which are former recipients of
the Player of the Year award in
their respective states join the
returners.

“We’re certainly bigger,
stronger and faster than we
were last year,” White said.
“We're pleased with the recruit-
ing class. We knew they were
good coming in and we think
they are as good as advertised.”

The most talent-laden area of
the team may be the backcourt,
where seven players are vying
for playing time.

Travis Young, the 1997-98
Mid-American Conference
Freshman of the Year, returns
for his sophomore season. The
6-foot-1, 190-pound point guard
averaged 11.3 points per game
and dished out a team-high 117
assists. He will also play shoot-
ing guard at times.

Joda Burgess ranked third on
the team with 10.3 points per
game. The 6-6, 190-pound
sophomore connected on 41.2
percent of his three-point
attempts.

Cornelius Jackson, an athlet-
ic 6-4, 190-pound junior who
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can play point guard, shooting
guard or small forward for the
Thundering Herd, is eligible to
play this season after setting
out last season because he
transferred to Marshall from
Tennessee. As a Volunteer,
Jackson started 21 games and
averaged four points per game
in his freshman year.

A 6-5, 205-pound junior, Deon
Dobbs was sidelined for nearly
month due to an injury last
season but managed to average
9.1 points per game.

Freshman Tamar Slay, the
1998 West Virginia High School
Player of the Year, averaged 21
points and 4.3 steals for
Beckley’'s Woodrow Wilson
High School, the 1998 Class
AAA state champions.

Walk-ons Marcus Berry and
Brian Faulknier are also
guards for Marshall. Berry can-
not compete this semester,
however, because he trans-
ferred to Marshall from
Glenville State.

White has eight players —
five forwards and three centers
— battling for a starting job in
the frontcourt. Many of those
players are versatile enough to
play small forward, power for-
ward or center. Plus, guards
like Dobbs, Slay and Jackson
have the ability to play on the
wing or underneath.

Among the group of forwards
is Carlton King, who returns
for his senior season after aver-
aging a team-high 13.7 points
per game as a junior. The 6-5,
190-pound forward was an hon-
orable mention all-conference
selection last season.

Derrick Wright grabbed a
team-high 6.9 rebounds per
game. The 6-6, 220-pound
junior also scored 8.2 points per
game as a sophomore. VonDale
Morton, a 6-6, 210-pound
senior, averaged 5.2 points and
3.2 rebounds per game last sea-
son.

Josh Perkey was forced to sit
out last season after he trans-
ferred to Marshall from the
University of Charleston. The
6-7, 210-pound junior averaged
15 points and eight rebounds
per game for the Golden
Eagles.

Edwin Johnson is a 6-8, 210-
pound freshman who signed

D
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photo by Alex Wilson

Derrick Wright releases a shot against Bluefield State Saturday.
The junior forward scored six points and grabbed a team-high
11 rebounds against the Big Blues.

with the Thundering Herd
after playing a season at
Hargrave Military Academy.

Centers include Terrell
McKelvy, a 6-8, 230-pound
senior, who averaged 8.6 points
and a team-high 6.9 rebounds
per game.

McKelvy is joined by J. R
VanHoose, the 1998 Kentucky
High School Player of the Year.
VanHoose is the only player in

1I0am - Z2pm

Memorial Student Center
Room 2W3T and 2W22

$3 Faculty and Staff

Sponsored by

Student Health Services and SGA
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tudents wig,

Kentucky’s history to score
more than 3,000 points and
grab more than 2,000 rebounds
in a high school career. The 6-9,
220-pound freshman is expect-
ed to challenge for the starting
nod at center.

Vince Carafelli, a 6-9, 245-
pound senior, also returns. He
averaged 3.4 points per game
as a back-up to McKelvy last
year. ;
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Behnfeldt optimistic about upcoming season

by SCOTT PARSONS
sports editor

Kristina Behnfeldt wants to
improve. Not herself, but the
team.

Behnfeldt, 6 foot senior from
Defiance, Ohio is the leader of
a young Thundering Herd
squad that only managed eight
wins last season. She wants to
turn that around. So does that
add any pressure?

“We want to improve a lot on
last year,” Behnfeldt said.
“Knowing it’s my last season I
want to go out and do as well
as I can, but I think I have
done that my whole career.

“l always want to go out
every game and every practice
and play as hard as I can and
do what I can do. So I don’t
think there is any extra pres-
sure on me.

“l think there may be less
pressure this year just because

of the people we have coming
in and the more experience we
have. I think we have more
people to depend on.”

Maybe the lack of pressure
can be attributed to the lack of
wins last year. The only place
the Herd can go, is up.

“I think that might be a little
bit,” Behnfeldt said. “We got
picked to finish 5th in our divi-
sion because of the bunch of
new people we have.”

Behnfeldt has taken more of
a leadership role this season.

“I talked to coach about it,
and on my own, I know we
have a lot of underclassmen,
they don’t really know what to
expect and [I] need to give
them their confidence and let
them know what they need to
do because we’re going to need
everyone on the team to do
well this year,” Behnfeldt said.

Behnfeldt begins the season
as a pre-season All-MAC team
member.
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“It gives me a lot of confi-
dence knowing that other peo-
ple around know that I can
play well,” Behnfeldt said. “I
think it also gives the rest of
the team confidence. People
are going to be looking at us
knowing we have the people to
do well in the MAC.”

Last season, Behnfeldt
maintained a .528 field goal
percentage while averaging
20.8 point per game, good
enough for 22 in the nation
and three in the MAC. She is
second all time at Marshall in
both rebounding (830) and
points (1496).

Behnfeldt hopes her playing
career doesn’t stop once the
final buzzer sounds at the last
game of the season. She has
higher aspirations.

“I'd like to try out for the
WNBA, we’ll see what hap-
pens,” Behnfeldt said with a
laugh. The team doesn’t mat-
ter to Behnfeldt. “I'd play for

any team that would have me.
It never hurts to try.”

Head Coach Juliene
Simpson knows what
Behnfeldt means to the team.

“Kristina is a person who is a
real believer that it’'s we not
me,” Simpson said. “I think
because of that she is so suc-
cessful.

“The players look to her for
leadership. She knows what
needs to be done on and off the
court.”

Simpson hopes, with the
addition of other talent to the
line-up, Behnfeldt can move
around the court more, instead
of staying inside at center for
the game.

“I think on the court with
our offense this year, because
we have some other big gals
and different combinations we
have an offense that pulls her
out a little bit so she’s not
inside getting banged around a
lot.”

Photo taken from media guide
Senior Kristina Behnfeldt brings her 830 career rebounds and
1496 career points to the floor for her last year at Marshall.

Blues enjoy
initial lead

B From page 1

that hurt us,” Snively said.

The dynamic duo of the
senior, Morton, and Mr.
Basketball from Kentucky,
VanHoose, did their fair share
of work in the second half. One
sequence had Morton getting
two on a dunk and following a
Marshall steal, VanHoose
threw one down to make it 81-
40 with 8:40 left, sending the
6,596 fans who came to see the
opening of the newly renovated
Cam Henderson Center home
happy.

“I came out with a lot of ener-
gy and I was focused more than
ever,” said Morton.

VanHoose finished with 17
points and eight rebounds in
just 19 minutes of play. Tamar
Slay, the 1998 Player of the
Year in West Virginia, finished

Tuesday, Nov. 17, 1998 3

“Our starting five
came out and they
weren’t ready to go.
We didn’t shoot the

ball well in the early
going... At the half, I
told the guys to have
more enthusiasm ... ”

Greg White,

men’s head coach

with 12 points and seven
rebounds in his debut.

For the game, Marshall shot
53 percent from the floor, while
Bluefield shot a miserable 28
percent (21-74). Marshall also
recorded 12 blocked shots
which tied a school record.

The Herd start its Mid-

American Conference slate
tonight at the Henderson
Center against Northern

[llinois. Game time is 7 p.m.

Old Dominion
takes Herd

@ From page 1

the big difference as we ended
up playing their game instead
of ours. We néed to get others
to step up and shoot on this
team.”

Sunday’s céntest marked
only the seeond time that
Marshall and Old Dominion
had squared off on the basket-
ball court.

Earlier in the week,
Behnfeldt commented that
facing them would be a tough
contest, and would serve as a
measuring stick for the team..

Her prediction was accu-
rate, concerning the tough-
ness of the game.

As a team, the Herd shot
.217 from the field with a dis-
mal 2-13 from behind the arc.

The performance from the
free-throw line was a little
better, as Marshall connected
on over half of their attempts,
going 14-26.

“Their size and speed
was the big difference
as we ended up play-
ing their game
instead of ours. We
need to get others to
step up and shoot on
this team. 4

Juliene Simpson,
women’s head coach

Old Dominion has an
impressive women’s basket-
ball tradition, appearing in 15
NCAA Tournaments since
1974, and winning the 1985
National Championship 70-65
over Georgia. -

The Lady Monarchs were
led by 5-10 forward Mery
Andrade’s 14 points and three
blocks.

Right behind her was team-
mate Tiffany Thompson, who
came off the bench to score 12
points and notch three blocks
of her own.
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King: High energy player

by JACOB MESSER
assistant sports editor

Whether it's in a pick-up
game in Gullickson Hall or a
Mid-American Conference bat-
tle in the Cam Henderson
Center, Marshall junior point
guard Cornelius Jackson
wants Carlton King wearing
the same jersey he is.

“If 'm picking up a team, no
matter what, Carlton is a play-
er I always make sure to pick
up,” Jackson said of King, a 6-
foot-5, 190-pound senior for-
ward. “He plays hard.

“He’s always competing. He
plays with high energy and is
always giving his all. It doesn’t
matter if he isn’t shooting well
because he does so many other
things that makes him great
and helps his team win.”

King, who averaged a team-
high 13.7 points per game and
was named an honorable men-
tion all-conference selection as
a junior, has been helping

Marshall win for four years.

The only fourth-year player
on the roster, King has played
in 83 games. Only two of his
teammates, VonDale Morton
and Derrick Wright, have
played in more than 30 games.

That’s why men’s coach Greg
White wants King to lead his
team on and off the court.

“Leadership,” White stressed,
“that’s what I expect from
Carlton. He’s a great emotional
leader.

“There are only a few guys on
this team who are verbal lead-
ers and Carlton is one of them.”

His teammates also expect
the senior forward to guide
them in the season, which they
hope ends with a MAC title
and NCAA tournament berth.

“We expect a lot from him,”
Jackson said, “because he
keeps the team together and
gets the team going.”

Sophomore guard Joda Bur-
gess agreed.

“He’s been there before,” he

“Leadership. That’s what I expect from
Carlton. He’s a great emotional leader. There
are only a few guys in this team who are ver-

bal leaders and Carlton is one of them.”

Greg White,

men’s head coach

said, “so he is definitely going
to have to be a leader for us.”

No problem, King said.

“I always go out there, play
hard and try to get my team-
mates involved,” the senior
forward said. “I try to get them
to play up to my level of inten-
sity. I think it’s contagious. I
just try to get everybody going
and we take it from there.

“l believe if I speak aloud
and we communicate it helps
us on the court. If I'm doing
that, then that’s going to make
us play better and that’s going
to help the team.”

White thinks King is up to
the challenge issued by his
coaches and teammates.

“He’s a guy who will play
hard every day no matter
what,” the second-year coach
said.

“He does all the intangibles.
He's always hustling. He's a
great defender. He's a great
open-court guy on fast breaks.”

Wright concurred.

“He helps our team a lot,”
said Wright, a junior forward.
“Carlton is very important to
the team. Players can learn
from him.”

by REBECCAH CANTLEY
news editor

Losing 21 games in the
past women’s basketball sea-
son may not have been in
vain for team co-captain
Brandy Robertson.

In fact, Robertson says last
season’s frustrations are
inspiration for successes this
‘season.

The 5-5 junior guard wants
nothing less than the Mid-
Atlantic Conference Cham-
pionship tifle.

“Our goal is to win the
MAC,” she said.

“There’s no doubt about it.
We made a list of goals, and
that was right on top. We
want to get 20 wins under

then get an NCAA [National
Collegiate Athletic Associ-
ation] bid.” |

Although that goal may
have been out of reach for
the past team, Robertson
says this year’s team is capa-
ble of more.

“When you come off an 8-
21 season no one expects you
to win the MAC, but we’re a
totally different team,” she
said.

“This year’s team works
together a lot better. I think
that goal [winning the MAC]
is more attainable this year.”

Robertson gays others may
not expect as many wins as
she and her teammates are
planning.

“Our expectations
high,” she said.

“I think everyone else
says, ‘Yeah, they’ll win more
games, but we’re going to
win 20 and make it to the
MAC. We're taking it to a
higher level.”

As a sophomore Robertson
started in 14 games.

She was second on the
team in assists with 56 and
averaged 3.3 points per
game.

As one of two upper class-

are

our belts, win the MAC and

“I thought, ‘Wow, five
people
have just
graduat-
ed..I'm
really
going to
have to
turn it
on. 'm running out
of time. I've got two
more years to win the
MAC, and I'd like to
have that.”

Brandy Robertson,

team co-captain

men, along with senior co-
captain Kristina Behnfeldt,
Robertson says she recog-
nizes her role as a team
leader.

“I thought, ‘Wow, five peo-
ple have just graduated ...
I'm really going to have to
turn it on. I'm running out of
time.’

“I've got two more years to

win the MAC, and I'd like to
have that,” she said.

“lI want to help everybody
out as much as I can, be-
cause we need everyone.”

Robertson and Behnfeldt
not only share positions as
team captains, but they also
share an apartment.

Robertson said their home
is a favorite team hangout.

“We're always calling the
rest of the team to come over
to watch movies or order
pizza,” Robertson said.

“It gives everybody a place
to come. It's great that we
were chosen as co-captains.”

Robertson said remember-
ing close losses drove her to
improve in the off-season.

She says her strongest

Robertson's expectations are high

S

Brandy Robertson, a 5’5" junior from Hawesville, Ky., con-
tributes as a guard on the Herd women'’s basketball team.

gain is having more confi-
dence, a quality she says
comes with being a leader.
“Mentally, I've got so much
more confidence,” she said.
“l didn’t play much as a
freshman, so as a sophomore
I was a little timid at first. I
gained so much more confi-
dence over the summer and I
think one of the reasons is
that I realized I'd have to

photo provided by Marshall Sports Information

step up as a leader.”

Robertson scored her car-
eer-high in January against
Bowling Green with 14
points and had another high
with four rebounds.

The adult fitness major
from Hawesville, KY, says
she needs to be a team
leader in scoring this season.

See ROBERTSON'S, P8
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A sophomore from Virginia Beach, Va., Toni Patillo feels at
home at Marshali. She plays guard for the Herd women’s bas-

ketball team this season.
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Carlton King, a 6-foot-5 senior forward from Fairmont, will con-
tribute largely as a leader this season, the Thundering Herd bas-
ketball team’s second in the Mid-American Conference.

‘Helicopter athlete’
brings excitement
to basketball team

by BROOKE PERRY
reporter
!

For his ability to leave the
ground and provide a powerful
aerial assault, Marshall guard/
forward, Deon Dobbs is often
referred to as a ‘helicopter ath-
lete.’ :

“I just think that’s a word used
to describe someone who can
play above the rim, and jump
and get off of the floor,”

Dobbs said, “I think that’s a
compliment when people think
you can get off the floor and
make things exciting.”

Dobbs hopes to add a little
excitement for the Thundering
Herd men’s basketball team, as
it heads into its second Mid-
American Conference season.

Dobbs said he’s looking for-
ward to using his leadership
position to help Marshall win
the MAC championship this sea-
son.

“We have the talent level to
win the MAC championship,” he
said.

‘“With the veteran team we
have now, and all of the talented
newcomers we’ve got, we can put
ourselves in the position to be
playing for the MAC champi-
onship.”

Dobbs started out his colle-
giate career at West Virginia
University, but left the school to
join the Herd.

“I was just at a point where I
felt I had to move on to a place

~ where I thought I could get a

scholarship, and Marshall gave
me that opportunity,” he said.

Herd fans-can thank senior
Carlton King, a longtime friend
and high school teammate of
Dobbs, for his decision to trans-
fer to Marshall.

“Carlton was definitely an
influence in my decision to come
here,” Dobbs said.

“He was someone I grew up
with, and he came down here
with me in the summer during

photo by John F. Carter
Termed a ‘helicopter athlete,’
guard/forward Deon Dobbs, a
junior from Fairmont, is known
for getting off the floor to
make things happen on-the-
court.

my unofficial visit.

“Carlton showed me a lot, and
told me what to expect. When I
got here, I liked the school itself,
but he was an influence in my
decision.”

Dobbs said he expects this sea-
son to be a very exciting season
for both the team and the fans.

“We're very excited about
playing UMass again. Last
year, we gave them a good fight.
I think that with the new arena
being packed, we'll have a good
homecourt advantage. I think
we can win it this year.

“Right now, I think we’re a
team that’s very deep. We've got
guys who can come in and play
when theyre needed. That's
something we lacked last year.
We didn’t have enough depth on
the bench,” Dobbs said.

Toni Patillo is where she wants to he

by CHRISTINA REDEKOPP
managing editor

From the very first day Toni
Patillo came to Marshall
University, even before she
registered, she knew this was
where she wanted to be.

The Virginia Beach, Va.
sophomore said ”
when she came |g
to check out the
university, “the
team made me
feel comfort-
able.

Even though
I wasn’t here [¢
they made me | .
feel part of the
team.

“It was more or less ‘yeah,
this is where I feel comfort-
able’

And Patillo still enjoys being
at Marshall. In an interview

last week, when asked what
"

PATILLO

the highlight of last season was
she said, “Being here is one
highlight for me.”

“We’re stepping out on the
right foot this year. I couldn’t
see myself anyplace else. I'm
thankful I'm on this team,” she
said. This year’s team is differ-
ent than last year’s, according
to Patillo.

“We're more determined. We
came together and we thought
there’s no way we can do what
we did last year. We're going to
change that,” she said.

Patillo began playing basket-
ball when she was 12-years-
old. She felt that if she kept
working at basketball, she
could really do something with
it. A fashion merchandising
major, Patillo said she is not
quite sure yet what she wants
to do with her major but right
now she’s treating playing bas-
ketball as a job.

“[Practicing] is hard but it’s a

job. I look at it as: this is work.
If I don’t show up I don’t get
played. When you get playing
time that’s your reward for
going to practice every day. If
everybody gives 100 ‘percent
they’re going to reap the
award.”

Patillo plays off guard. She
plays small forward and shoot-
ing guard. She said after the
exhibition game two weeks ago
against Sports Reach, “It
showed us what we needed to
work on.”

She said some things she
needs to work on include mov-
ing her feet on defense and
“the seven foul-outs stand out
in my mind.

“l want to be there for my
team and step up when I need
to step up and do what coach
asks me to do,” she said.

Patillo' speaks highly of
Coach Julienne Simpson. “I
think she:s the best coach I've

had. She gets the best out of
you. She wants you to work
hard and give 100 percent.

“I can go and talk to her. The
coach’s door is always open to
us.” Patillo said she also likes
the facilities at Marshall.

What she enjoys most about
playing basketball is winning,
Patillo said.

Patillo said about her oppo-
nents, “In the MAC everyone’s
good and they’ll give you a run
for your money.”

“I'm ready to play all of
them,” she said.

When asked whether she
was nervous playing any par-
ticular team, Patillo said she
overlooks that feeling.

“Nervous ... that scares me.
We're all prepared to play and
whatever happens happens.”

Patillo said, “This is a differ-
ent team. The past is the past
and we’re looking toward the
future.?
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by ROBERT McCUNE
editor

Coach, Juliene Simpson’s
young basketball squad has a
saying. Two simple, one-sylla-
ble words, phrased in the form
of a question are commonly
heard in the women’s locker
room as the team prepares to
start its second season in the
Mid-American Conference:
“Why not?”

“I like it because the kids talk
about believing in themselves
and believing in each other,”
Simpson said. “There is no fear.
Unfortunately in the past, I did
hear, ‘Oh my gosh, we have to
play so and so.” And sometimes
when you have young people,
it’s like ‘Hey, why not? And
that’s two of the words they
keep using, ‘Why not? Why not
us win it?’

“l think the team has this
chemistry that they have no
fear, and when we get out on
the court, it’s we, not me. And
they give each other so much
confidence that they are able to
do things sometimes that you
don’t imagine they can do, nor
can they.” g

With five freshmen on-board
this season, Simpson said she
is excited to see some new tal-
ent and a renewed intensity in
her team.

“Our newcomers have been
terrific. I think that we negded
to add intensity, and we needed
to add, obviously, more athleti-
cism, which we did by all of our
newcomers,” Simpson said.

“Karrie Cook is a freshman

sSophomore
tries to live
up to titie

by BROOKE PERRY
reporter

Guard Travis Young, said
he’s trying to live up to the
Mid-American Conference
Freshman of the Year title
awarded to him last year.

“Everybody is out to get me,
because I'm the Freshman of
the Year. There’s definitely
some pressure there. You get it
from the fans, teammates, and
even the coaches. There’s not
much room for making mis-
takes after you win an honor
like that,” Young said.

Young says his experience
living in Greece this summer
helped his game. “This experi-
ence was a benefit to my game.
A lot of players get paid over
there, so they’re pretty good. If
I don’t make it to the NBA, and
go overseas, I'll know what to
expect. It’s hard to communi-
cate, and the food was very dif-
ferent,” Young said.

Young said he passed over
schools from his home state to
come to Marshall. “I was get-
ting recruited by Bowling
Green, Miami, and Youngs-
town State. Mostly MAC
schools. I chose Marshall be-
cause they had a better offer.
Plus, I liked the coaching staff
and I felt at home,” Young said.

This year, Young will be
switching from point guard to
stepping in as the shooting
guard sometimes. “It’s differ-
ent. I'll have to adjust to it.
This year, my first goal is to
score. Last year, my main goal
was to pass then create. Now,
it’s create, then pass.”

Please sec BURGESS.P8

who will be our starting point
guard this year. She is a key
element to the intensity level.
Her leadership is beyond her
years. Also, Au'Yana Ferguson
came in and stepped it up and
took over a starting spot. As
you saw in the paper the other
day, she hit a double-double at
half-time, which is tremendous.

“Also, Elizabeth Tokodi, right
now she is coming off the
bench. She’s from Parkersburg
Catholic in West Virginia. She
will be a dynamite type of play-
er once she gets in the system.”

The Herd women also added
to its roster Charity Morrison,
a local walk-on from Vinson,
and Shawna Streeter, a 6-3
freshman and the tallest on the
team.

“Charity = Morrison - just
sprained her ankle a couple of
days ago. She really is a fighter.
Players look at her, and I know
our staff does, as a no non-
sense, you-tell-me-what-to-do,
I-want-to-do-it kid. She does
and excellent job,” Simpson
said.

“She’s a tremendous three-
point shooter, but she hasn’t

. developed the other skills that

go with Division I-A, and she’s
doing that right now. [She is]
someone that just out-right
picks things up and the next
time, she knows how to do it.
And at this late stage of the
game its tough to get kids to do
that, but she really disciplines
herself. So, we're excited for her
to come back. She adds a lot in
practice.”
Streeter,

Simpson  said,

“There is no fear. Unfortunately in the past, I

did hear, ‘Oh my gosh, we have to play so and

so.” And sometimes when you have young peo-

ple, it’s like ‘Hey, why not?’ And that’s two of

the words they keep using, Why not?’ Why not
us win it?” :

Juliene Simpson,
women’s basketball coach

though she isn’t expected to
add a lot on the court this sea-
son, will probably in a couple of
years be a contender for All-
MAC honors. “I think [Shawnal]
is like a sleeper . . . [She is] 6
foot 3, needs to develop, but
gives us that size we didn’t
have.”

Each of the incoming fresh-
men, Simpson said, brings with
them a reputation for success, a
winning legacy and the mental-
ity it takes to create a winning
season.

“Karrie Cook comes from
winning 55 games straight,
back-to-back quad-A champi-
onships. Elizabeth comes off of
winning the West Virginia I-A
title and she was player-of-the-
year in West Virginia,”
Simpson said.

“Georgina German just came
from a junior college that won a
national championship.
Au'Yana Ferguson, all five of
her starting line-up last year,
they came in as freshman . . .
and her team won a title
throughout her four years. So I
think you bring in those kind of
quality people in, they know

nothing else but to win and
they’ll find a way to win.”

With a young squad may also
come some very young mis-
takes, Simpson said.

“It is exciting for me because
we have years left. However, I
may be saying how exciting it is
now and about a month from
now be pulling my out my hair
because we're making some
very young mistakes. But, as I
said, I really think this is a
unique group and they're
beyond their years. There is no
fear going into the [season],”
she said.

“I would rather have an excit-
ing young group that are will-
ing to take chances. I'm a high-
risk person so I like people that
are high-risk. They go after
steals. I'm not a conservative
person, and so when you have
people like that is exciting. I
would rather have people mak-
ing mistakes by working hard
than being nonchalant or low-
key and still making mistakes.
Because, most of the time if
you're enthusiastic and yous
have that adrenaline going,
you’ll come back and make up

jasketball team is without fear

Georgina German gaes up for a shot in practice.

for it.”

Au’Yana Ferguson graduated
from Louisville Central High
School, where she playe‘d bas-
ketball for four years asta post
player. “I came in as a fresh-
man and actually started, so
this college experience actually
reminds me of high school,”
Ferguson said. ;
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“Starting off as a freshman,
people had high expectations of
me. As a freshman, I had to
step it up every year and
become a leader, so there was
no time for me to slack. Even
through an injury I tried to
come back.”

Please see NEW, P8

Cook has ability to run the ball and the team

by JACOB MESSER
assistant sports editor

Karrie Cook may want to con-
sider participating in track if
she is not successful on the bas-
ketball court.

Because the freshman point
guard excels at running.

“I want to run it,” Cook said
matter-of-factly. “I don’t want
to slow it down. It’s more excit-

.ing that way. I love to fast-

break. I love to get the ball up
the floor fast, penetrate inside
and dish it off to my team-
mates.

“I guess we'll have to slow it
down every once in a while, but
I would rather not.”

Cook has good reason for not
wanting to slow down.

Her speed helped Downing-
town High School win back-to-
back Class 4-A state champi-
onships in 1997 and 1998. USA
Today ranked ~Downingtown
No. 4 nationally during her
senior season, when the 5-foot-
5 point guard averaged 10
points and eight assists per
game to earn all-state honors.

by SCOTT PARSONS
sports editor

Joda Burgess could be living
a dream. He is playing college
basketball for a team he has
rooted for since he was a child.

Burgess, a 6-6 sophomore
from Kenova, grew up only a
few short miles from Marshall’s
campus. So what’s it like play-
ing for a team you have rooted
for all your life?

“It’s unreal. I used to come
here when 1 was a kid and
watch Coach Huckabay in his
days, back in the '80s,” Burgess
said. “I used to always dream
about coming here and playing.
It’s just a dream come true.

“Being able to start last year
and getting a lot of playing
time and when they announce
my name as part of the Thun-
dering Herd, it’s just unreal. A
dream come true.”

Burgess has been a force for
the Herd since his arrival on
campus last season and this
year should be no different, but
Burgess is well aware of his
role on the team.

“On this team I'm more or
less a shooting guard,” Burgess
said. “Coach wants me to step
up and play defense a lot better
this year.

“Since grade school 1 have
been a shooting guard sg I have

Marshall = Coach Juliene
Simpson says Cook need not
worry. The Thundering Herd
women’s basketball team plans
to employ a run-and-gun of-
fense and full-court pressure
defense as much as possible
this season.

“Karrie’s ability to run a ball
club will make an immediate
impact on our program,” Simp-
son said of Cook, who earned
four letters at her high school
in Downingtown, Pa., “She has
great composure and sees the
floor extremely well. She will
be a player-coach on the floor.

“It’s exciting because she
knows how to run the ball up
and down the floor,” the second-
year coach continued. “She
adds the leadership that we
need. That is important to a

‘ball club. I'm happy she’s on

our squad.”

So are senior forward Kris-
tina Behnfeldt and junior
guard Brandy Robertson, a pair
of Thundering Herd veterans.

“She brings us a lot of quick-
ness,” Behnfeldt said. “She gets
us moving. She’s a good leader.

She helps people know where
they’re going. She knows how
to win. That helped her coming
in.”

Robertson agreed. .
“She comes in with experi-
ence running the point guard,”
Robertson said. “The style she
played in high school is like the
style we play here. She is good
at pushing the ball up the floor.
That'’s what we like to do.”

Both Behnfeldt and Robert-
son are confident in Cook’s abil-
ity.

“lI think she’s more than
capable of running this team,”
Behnfeldt said.

Robertson added, “We feel
comfortable with her running
the point.”

Cook is comfortable doing it.

“You can’t get too nervous,”
Cook said with a smile. “You
have to come in and play hard
for 40 minutes. I have to keep
the team as a team. You have to
know what'’s going on and help
the team execute. Basically, I
have to run the team. That’s
what a point guard has to do. I
think I'll do okay.”
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Karrie Cook hopes her speed can help Marshall win this season.

Burgess living a dream come true
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Joda Burgess scored eight points in 12 minutes of action this past weekend. Burgess grew up
only few miles from campus and plays for the team he used to root for as a child.

been taught since I was little to
shoot the ball and I think that’s
my role on this team.”

Most shooting guards are
expected to shoot from long
range and drain the three point
shots. Burgess i3 expected to

take any open shot.

“Wherever I get an open jump
shot [I'l]l take it], I like to shoot
out there, but if it’s inside the
three point line I'll take one
there too,” Burgess said.

Burgess hus the range and

accuracy to take both types of
shots. Last year he was 97-225
(.431) in shots and 63-153
(.412) from three-point land
with an average of 10.3 point
per game.
This pas}

¥

weekend, Burgess

scored eight points in 12 min-
utes of action.

Burgess started as a fresh-
man in Marshall’s first year in
the Mid-American Conference
and thinks he’ll be better pre-
pared for the competition with
a season under his belt.

“I feel like I have gotten
stronger this year so I will im-
prove from last year,” Burgess
said. “I think team wise we
have better players on the team
this year and a lot of guys who
can distribute the ball and
that’s going to make us better.”

When Burgess came to
Marshall, the thoughts of start-
ing as a freshman never
crossed his mind.

“I figured I'd play some, but
unfortunately, Deon [Dobbs]
got hurt and that forced me
into a starting position <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>