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Beam signing shows support for alumni center

BY TAYLOR KUYKENDALL .
THE PARTHENON

Signatures often stand as a sign
of support, but Friday afternoon,
members of the Marshall commu-
nity signed a support beam going
into a new campus building.

The Erickson Alumni Center
went a step further in construc-
tion Friday at 3 p.m. when mem-
bers of the community, Marshall
students and faculty gathered to
sign'a piece of the new building.
The support beam will be a part
of the third floor structure of the
new alumni center.

“This sort of building and
development on campus is al-
ways exciting,” said University
President Stephen Kopp. “We are
pushing forward and developing
the campus of Marshall Univer-
sity. The alumni center is just a
part of the wide-scale campus
enhancement that will be seen in
the near future”

Jeff Porter, former president of

the Alumni Association, spoke to
the crowd of people gathered for
the beam signing.

“As we sign this beam today, re-
member the future we're building
upon,” Porter said. “This is not
just another campus building, but
a link between past students and
current students at Marshall”

The 32,220-square-foot Er-
ickson Alumni Center will be
the new home of the Office of
Alumni Relations, the Univer-
sity Development Office and the
Marshall University Foundation.
The goal of the structure is to
provide alumni with a gathering
place, develop an infrastructure
through which to pursue grants
and funding and to provide op-
portunity to free office space in
Old Main.

According to a news release
from Marshall University Com-
munications, the new center will
feature three floors of office space
conference facilities, casual gath-
ering areas and spaces featuring

Marshall memorabilia.

In an earlier interview, Nancy
Pelphrey, coordinator of alumni
programs for Marshall Univer-
sity, said that the Alumni Office
was in need of a new building.
She said they were excited for the
construction of the new building,
which is slated for completion in
fall 2009.

“We really have outgrown our
other alumni facilities,” Pelphrey
said. “This ceremony is just the
beginning of the construction. It’s
very exciting for everyone here,
and I think the whole campus is
excited about it”

Neighborgall  Construction
was contracted to complete the
construction. C.R. Neighborgall
of Neighborgall Construction
said that construction work was
halted for a short period of time
while the crew waited to receive
the beam.

The Erickson Alumni Center

SEE SIGNING | PAGE 5

TAYLOR KUYKENDALL | THE PARTHENON

Friday’s beam signing commenced construction on the 32,220-square-foot Erickson Alumni Center.

CAMPUS ADDITIONS

BY KELSIE EBERLY
THE PARTHENON

Even though the semester has reached
its halfway point, the construction has not
stopped or slowed for the new recreational
center on the corner of Fifth Avenue and

20th Street.

The 123,000-square-foot, state of the art
complex has started to take shape and is
scheduled to open in February 2009.

wall have started to come together.

“We are putting the steel up now, and we
should have the actual wall up by next week,”
said Anthony Somoza, an employee for En-
treprises USA. “Everything has gone smooth-
ly and the construction workers have been
nothing but helpful”

Entreprises USA is the company respon-
sible for putting up the 30 foot high climb-
ing wall that can be seen from the glass
windows on the corner of Fifth Avenue and

“This recreational center will be a place of  20th Street.

fun, friendship and fitness,” said Dave Stew-
art, director of campus recreation.

Dirt, drywall and paint cover the floor and
walls, but certain areas such as the climbing

Along with the climbing wall, there will be an
area where students can rent general outdoor

SEE CONSTRUCTION | PAGE 5

PHOTOS BY KELSIE EBERLY | THE PARTHENON
The new recreation center will include a swimming pool, track and climbing wall. The construction is reportedly going smoothly. The building is expected to open in February 2009.

Construction of wellness center going well

Lambda Society
cleans up town
after Halloween

BY COLIN THORN
THE PARTHENON

While many students use Halloween as
an excuse to get trashed, members from
campus organizations are using it as an
excuseto cleanup trash.

Marshall University’s Lambda Society
sponsored a cleanup on Sunday, at 2:30
p.m. to pick'up trash after Halloween’s
festivities. The group met at the Memo-
rial Fountain on campus and picked up
litter on Fourth Avenue from campus to
the courthouse, according to Lambda
Vice President Todd Parks. ‘

“We've been looking to do a communi-
ty service project and there were a couple
of ideas thrown around like canned food
drives and trash pickups,” Parks said.
“We thought since Halloween was com-
ing up and there would be a lot of parties, :
a trash cleanup would be more needed.”

Parks said he is expecting members
from around seven or eight campus
groups including Student. Government
Association, Gamma Beta Phi and Al-
pha Phi Omega. Many of these service
organizations require members to have a
minimum number of community service
hours. Graduate students Eric Tadlock,
of Kilmarnock, Va., and Hallie Street,
of Arlington Va., attended the event
through Gamma Beta Phi and were con-
tacted through the organization for the
opportunity to receive community ser-
vice hours. ¢

“I think (helping clean) the communi-
ty, in general, is just a good thing to have
and anybody who doesn’t even' take part
in this will feel better about living in the
aréa,” Tadlock said.

“We all use the space so we can all
help a little bit to make it more livable,”
Street said.

Lambda’s president Justin Murphy
said the organization has been planning
the event for two weeks. He said Lambda
provided all of the materials including
garbage bags and gloves.

“We contacted a lot of groups on Mar-
shall's campus through mass e-mails,
and we made personal visits to some of
them,” Murphy said. “We just wanted to
get everyone out here and participate.”

With cleaning efforts spanning nearly
nine blocks of Huntington, Parks said he
hopes these efforts will further continue

SEE LAMBDA | PAGE 5

Sports | Marshall men’s hoops
open preseason play with
resounding win. Page 3

News | Local writers, professors
release 10th anniversary
anthology. Page 5
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Thumbs Down
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To voting Tuesday

To political ads

To Halloween

.vrvmc.

To no block party on
John Marshall Drive
for Halloween

To 19 days left .un‘-ti.l
Thanksgiving break
Parthenon
onlin E/
L T LT F Last week’s poll: what

Kabnets? are you doing for
green heimets? Halloween this year?
Trick-or-treaing... 16%
Going to a party... 53%
Watching scary
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Otheri.inuiies 29%
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.... | hated them
I don't care
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for special occasions

Answer2..........
Answer3
Answer 4

vote at marshaliparthenon.com
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HE LIVES IN A
BAT TLEGROUND

SAUMYA GURBANI | The John Hopkins News-Letter | John Hopkins University

As the election is coming
closer and closer, those of us
who are still undecided voters
are looking for some final deci-
sive action by either of the can-
didates to persuade us to vote
for one over the other. Many
are reeled in by Barack Obama’s
charisma and plans for change;
others are looking toward John
McCain’s more conservative,
traditional ways of handling
our current situation.

In spite of recent comments
that have been made about the

Senator McCain. This s not to
say that I am trying to persuade
youto vote forhimy after afl,-
botiEsenators ve"iﬁeh' merits
and flaws, and one should vote

+ ~based'on his own ‘beliefs. Rather,
~“Fdonlt think the recent criti-.

cisms-have been a fair and ratio-
nal assessment of his campaign.
One of the primary concerns
of those hesitating to vote Re-
publican is the portrayal of Mc-
Cain as being an old, crippled,
knocking-on-death’s-door can-
didate. Yes, McCain is old; yes,
he has injuries from his days as a
POW and from his battle against
melanoma. But Senator McCain
is healthy, and was confirmed
to be in “excellent health” by a
panel of Mayo Clinic doctors
earlier this year. Despite his

seniority in years, he has not
suffered any heart problems and
does not have evidence of any
compromising health problems;
but, if you consider many other
politicians who are working
under the same stress levels, you
will find that quite a few have
suffered these problems.

On the contrary, Senator
McCain’s seniority is an advan-
tage. He had a 22-year, highly
decorated career as a captain
in the U.S. Navy, thus being
exposed to political and inter-
national issues from a direct,
military standpoint. Today, we
are in a war, whether we like it or
not; McCain has the experience
to help us end this war safely and
efficiently, and clearly Obama
does not have nearly the same
level of experience. Furthermore,
since 1981 McCain has been
a congressman, today consid-
ered to be one of the best in the
Senate. He supports his party,
but is also willing to cross party
lines for the betterment of our
country. Senator Obama does
not have this level of experience
as a politician; can he handle the
magnitude of stress that comes
with a long career of politics?

A key difference between these
two senators’ political stances is
their views on how best to deal
with the situation in the Middle

RICHARD WOOD | The Daily Gamecock | Univeyr‘sity of South Catolina

East. Many Obama supporters
will argue that the Iraq war was
one we should never have gotten
involved with. I'm sure quite

a few McCain supporters will
agree. But regardless of whether
we should have been in the war
or not, the fact is we are. During
the first presidential debate this
September, Senator Obama kept
mentioning that he did not sup-
port this war and that we went
into Iraq for the wrong reasons.
OK, so maybe we shouldn’t have
been there, but we need to look
forward instead of looking back
and pointing fingers at the Bush
administration. McCain has the
military experience to know the
realities of how best to deal with
a war; he supported the 2007
Surge, which has been successful
in countering the terrorist forces
and stabilizing the new Iraqi
government. If we just take a 180
degree turn and leave the war
too soon, there is a chance that
the infant local government will
once again fall into the hands of
terrorism, and our efforts there
would have been in vain.

Many undecided voters were
swayed away from McCain after
his pick of Governor Sarah Palin
to be his running mate. The most
vocal critics -- including many
in the liberal media -- see the
Alaskan governor as inexperi-

‘Media give unequal perspectives

enced, unprepared and incapable
of serving as the second-in-com- ~
mand. The same argument is
being thrown at Senator Obama
for his youth, yet Democrats are
willing to overlook that for their
own candidate. Governor Palin
provides the perfect complement
to McCain’s campaign: youth
vs. experience, an everyday
woman vs. a long-time politi-
cally enclosed senator. Governor
Palin, in just her two years as the
leader of Alaska, has catalyzed
the passing of landmark laws re-
garding energy, the environment
and budget control. Her experi-
ence in those areas adds holistic
strength to the McCain admin-
istration; and where Governor
Palin may have a lack of exper-
tise, such as in foreign policy,
Senator McCain has considerable
experience and strength.
Whether you believe Senator
Obama’s or Senator McCain’s
message for the next four years
is better, that is a personal deci-
sion you must make. But the
liberal juggernaut of the media
has consistently attacked the
McCain candidacy. If an unde-
cided college student wishes to
make the choice to vote, he or
she should be given equal per-
spectives on both candidates.
So make your choice and vote
tomorrow.

End of election means rest for all

On Nov. 4, Americans will
go to the polls to make their
selection for president. It will
be a historic day, a day that will
shape the fate of the nation. But
for a lot of Americans, it will

probably be more important for

another reason: It'll be the day
campaigning ends.

And not a moment too soon.

Modern elections are mara-
thons, unofficially starting years
ahead of polling day. The winning
candidate has to survive a gauntlet
to make it to the finish, and there’s
rarely any consolation prize for the
loser. But it’s not just candidates
that elections are tough on -- it’s
also the electorate. We are bom-
barded with television and radio
advertisements, with campaign
signs and election news. Even bas-

tions of escapism like sports are
affected, as candidates make ap-
pearances at every sporting event
they can. We can't get rest.

So it's no wonder a lot of us are
ready for it to be all over. Now I
know what some of you are think-
ing: Aren't you forgetting that
elections are the most important
part of democratic governance?
That getting huge swaths of the
population interested in politics is
a good thing? Both of these points
are good ones. But for those
who see the end of the campaign
season as the end of the average
person’s political involvement,
who wish the excitement of the
campaigns could continue indefi-
nitely, they are forgetting a critical
part of democracy: reconciliation.

All politicians like to make fine

speeches about unity, solidarity
and “bringing everyone together.”
The fact that George W. Bush
promised to be a “uniter, not a di-
vider” before his first term should
give an idea of the rift between
the ideal and the reality. But the
end of every election actually
brings about a remarkable show
of national unity. The partisan-
ship, the debating, the fighting
and the pure passion that reach
their climax just before Election
Day come to a sudden end, and
people go back to their daily lives.
In many countries, the end of an
election is the beginning of riots
or an attempted coup by the los-
ing party. But in America, the end
of the election usually produces
relative calm.

It may seem strange, but the

ability of Americans to follow long
periods of political engagement
with long periods of inactivity, to
go from wearing their party affili-
ation on their sleeve to keeping it
entirely to themselves, is a great
feature of our democracy.

Candidates dream of uniting
the whole country in support-
ing them, but how hard is it to
unite when everyone agrees? The
fact that more than 40 percent
of the country routinely agrees
to be governed by its opponents
is a far greater thing. And it’s as
healthy to want elections to be
over as it is to get wrapped up in
them. Because it’s the ability to
forget the arguments of the cam-
paign, and to accept the election
result no matter what it is, that
lets our government work.

THE PARTHENON | Reader information
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NFL

Jets 26, Bills 17

Lions 23, Bears 27
Jaguars 19, Bengals 21
Ravens 37, Browns 27
Packers 16, Titans 19
Buccaneers 30, Chiefs 27 (0T)
Cardinals 34, Rams 13
Texans 21, Vikings 28
Seahawks 7, Eagles 26
Cowboys 14, Giants 35
Falcons 24, Raiders 0
Dolphins 26, Broncos 17
Patriots at Colts (late)

SPORTS

Men’s soccer takes

squeaker at Memphis :

MEMPHIS, Tenn.—Freshman
Jordan Hilgefort scored his first
collegiate goal as the Thunder-

" ing Herd defeated the Memphis

Tigers on Saturday.

With the win, Marshall
improves to 3-4 in Conference
USA and 3-11-1 overall, while
Memphis falls to 6-10-1 and
3-4 in conference.

The Herd took an early 1-0
lead when the Tigers.would
allow an own goal which
slipped by goalkeeper Michael
Goodlett in the fifth minute,

Marshall would increase
its lead to 2-0 when Hilgefort
would score in the 59th min-
ute after he got a hold of a pass
in the box from junior Dustin
Dawes.

Senior Greg Walter finished
the game for the Herd with
four saves including a save
from a penalty kick in the
early second half.

Memphis would cut the lead
in half with just 15 minutes
remaining when Bradley Ja-
cobs scored with a header but
the comeback would end there
with the game ending in a 2-1
win for Marshall.

The Herd will wrap up the
2008 regular season with a pair
of matches in the state of Ala-
bama next weekend. The team
will finish up C-USA play
against UAB Friday, Nov. 7 at
8 p.m. EST before ending the
season with a match against
Alabama A&M Sunday, Nov. 9
at 2 p.m. EST.

HERDZONE.COM

Herd spikers fall in
Birmingham despite
Fleming’s big day

BIRMINGHAM, Ala.— Marshall -

University’s. Elizabeth Flem-
ing earned a triple-double
with 12 kills, 42 assists and 12
digs, but UAB received a 21
kill-effort from Ivana Bozic to
help pace the Blazers to a 3-1
victory over the Thundering
Herd in Sunday’s Conference
USA volleyball showdown at
Bartow Arena.

With the loss, Marshall
falls to 10-13 overall, 3-10
in C-USA action, while
UAB improves to 22-3 on
the season, 12-1 in league
play.

Leading 2-1 in'the match,
UAB established a 16-10 lead
and extended the advantage
to 21-15 before a Fleming
solo block, a Blazers attacking
error and a Fleming kill cut
the Marshall deficit to 21-18.

Layne Kehl then drilled a
kill and Emily Sullivan added
three, as Marshall scored four
of the next five points to knot
the set at 22-22.

Casey Dent answered with
two kills to give UAB a 24-22
edge, before Sullivan downed
another kill to bring Marshall
to within one at 24-23. From
there, a Herd attacking error
allowed the Blazers to claim
the set and the match.

Marshall returns to C-USA
action Friday for a 7:00 p.m.
date with UCF at the Cam
Henderson Center. The Herd
will host Southern Miss on
Sunday.

HERDZONE.COM
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BY ANDREW RAMSPACHER
THE PARTHENON

It may have been an exhibition
game, but Marshall’s pressing de-
fense appears to be in midseason
form.

The Herd forced 28 turnovers
and capitalized with 22 points in
transition as it rolled to an 87-58
win over Wheeling Jesuit Univer-
sity on Saturday in the exhibition
opener before more than 3,000 in
attendance at the Cam Hender-
son Center.

Marshall head coach Donnie
Jones applauded the effort con-
sidering the lack of experience on
the floor — the Herd was without
two returning starters.

“We probably didnt press
great, but we had good energy,’
Jones said. “You’ve got to remem-
ber we had a lot of young guys
and a lot of new guys. We only
had three returning guys out
there tonight. You've eight guys
learning a whole new system in
14 days”

Reigning All-Conference USA
performer Markel Humphreyand
reigning team leader in rebounds
and blocks Tyler Wilkerson did
not play because of injuries, leav-
ing room for the Herd’s crop of
new talent to shine — and they
did from the get-go.

Not even 30 seconds into the
game, junior transfer Chris Lutz
popped a three from the left
side of the arc, foreshadowing a
memorable debut for the former
Purdue Boilermaker.

Lutz was six of eight from long

i range as he finished with a game-

high 22 points.

“It was just great to finally get
out there with my teammates,”
Lutz said. “I've just been playing
with all these guys for so long
and just to finally get out there
and play with them for real — it’s
just great?”

Lutz came to Marshall known
for his ability to step behind the
arc. In the 2005-06 season, he set
a Purdue record for 3-pointers by
a freshman with 53. The next sea-
son he led the Big Ten in 3-point
field goal percentage.

Carrying a natural shooter’s
mentality, Lutz’s eyes lit up when
Wheeling Jesuit came out in a 2-3
zone defense.

“(Playing against a 2-3 zone)
is great when they leave me open
as much as they did” Lutz said.
“My teammates did a great job of
moving the ball around and find-
ing me when I was open.”

. As a team, the Herd had the

Cardinal zone on its toes all
night with quick passes on the
perimeter leading to open gaps
for threes and riled passes to the
baseline leading to easy lay-ins
and dunks.

Jones said to put up such a high
point total was impressive, espe-
cially because the majority of the
offensive plays were ad-libbed.

“We weren't able to run plays,’
Jones said. “We ran some mo-
tion, going in the gaps and mov-
ing it and cutting it and passing
it, nothing really special. During
a couple of timeouts, I drew up a
couple of plays for them to run,
but that was it.

“Anytime you play a team like
Wheeling who really has five
guards out there 90 percent of
the time and have one 6-(foot)-
9 guy, and they all can run, pass,
catch and handle, it’s hard to
get any transition because they
have five guards. They don’t
have bigs who are struggling to
get back... We still put up 87
points, and we didn’t really get
a chance in transition to do a lot
like we wanted to.”

Jones didn’t even see the 2-3
coming.

“I thought they were going to
play some man-to-man, that’s
what I was hoping — get a little
practice against man-to-man be-
cause that’s what were going to
see about 75 percent of the time.

“But they ran zone the whole
time. And we didn't really have
a lot of zone stuff in. But it was
good for our guys to see it and
work against it, passing and driv-
ing. As you can see, we've got
much better 3-point- shooters
this year”

Marshall cashed in on 14 of
39 threes, a shot attempt num-
ber that almost matched Wheel-
ing Jesuits total shot attempts,
46. Marshall had so many more
scoring chances because of its de-
fense making a habit of turning
over the Cardinals.

During a 15-0 Marshall run
in the first half that essentially
broke the game open, Wheeling
Jesuit coughed up the ball seven
times in four minutes.

“We wanted to speed the game
up a little bit and force them to
go at a fast pace and make them
uncomfortable,” Lutz said of the
Herd’s harassing full-court press.

“If we get steals off the ball then
that's what we're looking for”

Marshall totaled 14 steals
spread out among seven players.

SEE HOOPS | PAGE 5
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Herd opens wi

MARILY TESTERMAN-HAYE | FOR THE PARTHENON

Herd sophomore Tirrell Baines throws down a dunk in the second half of MU’s 87-58 win over Wheeling Jesuit on Saturday.

Hoops on the right track

To say Marshall’s exhibition
men’s basketball game against
Wheeling Jesuit went well
would be an understatement.

With senior Markel Hum-
phrey and junior Tyler Wilk-
erson in street clothes on the
bench, head coach Donnie
Jones had the opportunity to
showcase the new talent we've
all heard so much about.

They didn’t disappoint.
From the opening whistle
the Herd played a hard-nosed,

fast-paced style of basketball
that stymied the Cardinals into
committing 28 turnovers. Jones
preached patience last season
when explaining the up-tempo
style of play he wanted to be a
staple of Marshall basketball.

It was going to take some time
to get the personnel in place

to run Jones’ system. After
watching the Herd dismantle
Wheeling Jesuit, it looks like
that time could be now.

Granted, Wheeling Jesuit
isn’t going to present the same
challenge Marshall will face
when the Conference USA
portion of the schedule rolls
around, but what we all saw
Saturday is as good a sign as
any of great things to come.

Take junior Chris Lutz for
example. All the Purdue trans-
fer did in his first game action
in almost two years was drop
22 points (to lead all players),
commit zero turnovers and go
an unfathomable 6 of 8 from
behind the 3-point line. The
scouting report on Lutz prob-
ably looks like this after Sat-
urday: Don’t play the 2-3 zone

against this guy or he is going
to make it
rain in your
face.

Freshman
swingman
Dago Pena
also made
his presence
felt in his
first colle-
giate game.
The former
Florida 5A
first-team All
State member showed flashes
of brilliance against WJU. Pena
finished the game with 11
points and seemed like he was
always around the ball when
on the court. More than once
Pena was able to sneak up on
an unsuspecting Cardinal and
poke the ball away.

Fellow freshman Shaquille
Johnson didn’t have the night
most would have hoped for,
but there is reason to believe
his best basketball is still ahead
of him.

Johnson was the Florida 5A
state Player of the Year. You
might have heard of the guy
who finished second behind
him for the award — Dago
Pena.

No column gushing over
Saturday’s game would be
complete without expressing
how good sophomore Tirrell
Baines played. Last season,
Baines got by mostly on pure
athletic ability. This season,
he’s become one of the leader’s
on a relatively young Marshall
team. Darryl Merthie and

TOMBRAGG
Third and a Mile

Humphrey are the only seniors
on the roster, so this won’t be
one of those teams that relies
heavily on senior leadership.
Guys like Baines are going to
have to step up, especially on
nights when injuries limit the
Herd’s bench. Even more than
his 15 points and 10 rebounds,
Baines’ largest contribution to
Saturday’s win was his ability

OVoU7J

to bring the team together on
the floor. It seemed like when-
ever WJU would put together a
run, it was a Baines rebound or
basket that got the Herd back
on track.

Just imagine how good this
team can be when it’s healthy.

Tom Bragg can be contacted at
bragg41@marshall.edu.

3&4
Jlm “Jlmbo”

SCHEIDLER

Cabell County

Sheriff

“CHIEF DEPUTY"” Since 2001

Endorsed by The Herald-Dispatch
Endorsed by WV Sheriff’s Association
FBI Academy Graduate

33 year of dedicated service with O pruc
the Cabell County Sheriff’s office! D ALERS

I NEED YOUR VOTE

ON NOVEMBER 4TH

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Scheidler Sheriff

www.jimboforsheriff.com
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Women'’s hoops win big over Exodus All-Stars

BY TOM BRAGG
THE PARTHENON

Sophomore Tynikki Crook
led all scorers with 20 points as
the Marshall women’s basketball
team blew the doors off the Exo-
dus All-Stars on Sunday, 78-41, to
open its exhibition season.

Junior Angelica Harris, a trans-
fer from Rend Lake Junior Col-
lege, also had a good game for the
Herd, scoring 11 points and grab-
bing 3 rebounds. Marshall head
coach Royce Chadwick said Har-
ris was one of the types of recruits
he went after to improve the team
in the offseason.

“I felt like we improved in re-
bounding and 3-point shooting
in the offseason because we went
after that kind of recruit,” Chad-
wick said. “Obviously the re-
bounding was there tonight. The
3-point shooting took us a little
while to get acclimated.”

The Herd pulled down 51 re-
bounds Sunday compared to
just 30 for the Exodus All-Stars.
Turnovers were also a strong

area for Marshall.

The Herd opened up a halftime
lead of 35-16 en route to the blow-
out victory. Defensively, Marshall
was all over Exodus. The Herd
forced 18 turnovers, only giving
up five of its own.

“We took care of the basket-
ball,” Chadwick said. “A lot of that
had to do with our point guards
playing smart and safe and not
trying to do too much.

Kasey Baker, Tania Walters and
Raechele Gray all spent time at
point guard for the Herd on Sun-
day and combined for 17 points,
5 rebounds and 5 assists. The
most telling stat, however, was
the turnovers. The three Marshall
guards combined to not turn the
ball over once.

“If our point guards play good
were going to win basketball
games,” Chadwick said.

For the Exodus All-Stars, Nikki
Avery finished with 13 points and
pulled down 4 rebounds.

Tom Bragg can be contacted at bragg41@
marshall.edu.

RICK HAYE | FOR THE PARTHENON

Thundering Herd sophomore forward Tynikki Crook puts up a shot over the Exodus All-Stars’ guard Cherise George in MU's 78-41 victory Sunday.

Il Women's Soccer

Orton serves as leader for Thundering Herd

BY MIRANDA ROSIEK
THE PARTHENON

Marshall University’s all-time career
“saves record holder plays a leadership
role on the women'’s soccer team.

Liz Orton, a junior political science
major from Fort Collins, Colo., is the
starting goalkeeper and captain of the
women’s soccer team.

Women’s soccer head coach Kevin
Long said she possesses all the qualities
necessary to be a good captain, such as
being a leader, communicator and mo-
tivator on the team.

“She was voted team captain as a
sophomore, which is a position usually
reserved for a junior or senior,” Long
said. “This reflects Liz taking a leader-

§ ship role on our team
at a very early age in
her college career.”

Orton has started
in every season match
since her sophomore
year. It was during her
sophomore year when
she broke the record at
Marshall for the most
all-time career saves
with her 190th save.

Long said the position as goalkeeper
is stressful because that player is the last
line of defense.

“The goalie feels the direct result
when a ball goes into the net,” Long
said. “Liz (Orton) handles that pressure
well, not only can she handle that pres-

ORTON

sure but she can also handle criticism
and she can look to improve from one
day to the next”

Orton is a good role model on the
field but she also is someone to be ac-
knowledged for her academics, Long
said.

“Liz has a great deal of character and
carries herself well on and off the field,
Long said. “She has a hunger to strive to
be what she wants to be”

Orton was named to the Conference
USA Commissioner’s Honor Roll. This
award is reserved for student-athletes
with a grade point average of at least
a 3.0.

“I actually do better in school when I
am in season because it is all about time
management,” Orton said. “Sometimes

you sacrifice sleep, but you find a way
to do it” ,

Orton began her soccer career at the
age of five. She has been perfecting the
position of goalkeeper since she played
youth soccer.

“I decided to come to Marshall be-
cause when I came here to visit I really
got along with the girls and the coach-
ing staff and it was just a good fit,” Or-
ton said.

There was an adjustment for Orton
from high school to collegiate soccer.
She said the team practices six days a
week for around three hours a day.

“College soccer practice was a big
change from high school not really be-
cause of the amount of practices, but
because of the intensity of each prac-

tice,” Orton said.

One of the biggest benefits of play-
ing soccer at Marshall is the friendships
that have been made, Orton said.

“I would describe our team here at
Marshall as one big family,” Orton said.
“We laugh, we cry, we fight, we are just
like any typical family. We would do*
anything for each other. These are some
of the best girls I have known.”

Orton said she has about a year left of
soccer and plans to continue to play for
fun. She also said she sees coaching as
being part of her future.

“Soccer will always be a part of my
life,” Orton said.

Miranda Rosiek can be contacted at rosiek2@
marshall.edu.

Steelers, Skins meet on election eve in D.C.

BY JOSEPH WHITE
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANDOVER, Md.—Two winning
teams. Prime-time football. The
Pittsburgh Steelers and Wash-
ington Redskins duking it out on
the field not far from the nation’s
capital, while John McCain and
Barack Obama get in a last round
of campaigning via television at
halftime.

“We're coming in 6-2; they're
5-2. It’s going to be the day be-
fore the election,” Redskins guard
Randy Thomas said with a big
smile. “I mean goll-ee. It’s going
to be nice.” -

The subject of politics is ines-
capable on a team so close to the
halls of power, so it wasn't sur-
prising to hear spirited discus-
sions about taxes and socialism
throughout the Redskins locker
room last week. Nor could ESPN

resist the chance to schedule pre-
recorded interviews with McCain
and Obama to air during halftime
of the first election eve game host-
ed by Washington since 1984.

“When I saw that at the begin-
ning of the year, I thought (NFL
commissioner) Roger Goodell
had a sense of humor, putting that
game together on Monday night,”
Washington coach Jim Zorn said.
“It is pretty incredible that we get
to be here in our nation’s capital
and playing a very good football
team and then have the election
the next day. There will be a lot of
excitement around the D.C. area,
no question.”

As for the teams, early projec-
tions have both of them playoff-
bound, with the Steelers atop the
AFC North and the Redskins
firmly in the mix in the rugged
NEC East. In fact, Pittsburgh’s
only two losses have come against
NFC East teams — 15-6 to Phila-

delphia in Week 3 and 21-14 to
the Giants last week.

UIt wasn't like we got physi-
cally handled in those games
Pittsburgh receiver Hines Ward
said. “You take the two losses, we
turned the ball over seven times.
It really wasn't very good on third
down conversions. There’s things
we have to improve on. If we do
that we’ll be fine”

The Steelers have anchored
their success to their top-rated
defense, while the Redskins are
ranked in the top 10 on both
sides of the ball. The big matchup
pits running back Clinton Por-
tis — almost unstoppable in five
straight games of 120 yards or
more — against a defense that
hasn’t allowed a 100-yard rusher
this season.

“That’s what we do around
here, we stop the run,” Steelers
nose tackle Casey Hampton said.
“We welcome that challenge”

Il AP Poll

Alabama new No. 1

BY RALPH D. RUSSO
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK— Next up at No. 1,
Alabama.

The Crimson Tide became
the fifth team this season to sit
atop the AP Top 25, moving up
a spot Sunday after previously
top-ranked Texas was toppled
by Texas Tech.

The Red Raiders, who scored
a touchdown with a second left
at home to beat the Longhorns
39-33 Saturday night, jumped
four spots and past No. 3 Penn
State to No. 2. The unbeaten
Nittany Lions were idle.

No. 4 Florida moved up one
place after its 49-10 rout of
Georgia and Texas dropped
four spots to No. 5.

The Crimson Tide, which
beat Arkansas State 35-0, re-
ceived 46 of a possible 65 first-

+ . place votes from the media

panel and 1,600 points. Texas
Tech got 12 first-place votes
and 1,528 points and Penn State
had six and 1,525. The Gators
received the other No. 1 vote.

The top spot in the poll hasn’t
been held by this many teams
since 1990, when Miami, Notre
Dame, Colorado, Michigan and
Virginia all had a turn at No 1.

Georgia started this sea-
son No. 1 and was replaced by
Southern California after the
opening week.

USC lasted four weeks before
being upset by Oregon State
and Oklahoma took the top
spot. The Sooners were No. 1
for two weeks, then lost to Tex-
as, which held the top spot for
three weeks.

Now it’s Alabama’s turn.

The Crimson Tide hasn’t been
No. 1 since finishing that way af-
ter the 1992 season, when coach
Gene Stallings, quarterback Jay

Barker and a ferocious defense
won the last of the Tide’s six AP
national championships.
Alabama’s first game as a No.
1 team since October, 27, 1980,
will be Saturday at LSU, a date
that was one of the most antici-
pated in the Southeastern Con-
ference even before this season.
Tide coach Nick Saban will
be coaching in Baton Rouge,
La., for the first time since he
left the Tigers for the NFL after
the 2004 season. Saban led LSU
to a BCS national title in 2003.
So the Tide, with its new lofty
status, will face a stiff test im-
mediately. Same goes for Texas
Tech, which had never been
ranked higher than No. 5. The
Red Raiders host No. 8 Oklaho-
ma State on Saturday, then have
a week off before a road trip to
No. 6 Oklahoma.
Penn State next plays at
Towa.

Another challenge for the
Steelers will be to keep Ben Ro-
ethlisberger upright, * although
that should be a little easier this
week. The Pittsburgh quarterback
was sacked 13 times in the two
NFC East losses — more than the
Redskins defense has all season.

A challenge for the Redskins
has been to prepare properly
while suppressing an organiza-
tion-wide eagerness to get to next
week’s bye. Washington started
training camp earlier than any-
one else because it had an extra

preseason game, and its coveted
few days of in-season downtime
will come during the final week
of scheduled byes.

As a result, the Redskins are
nicked and bruised all over and in
need of a break. The list of those
unable to practice on Wednesdays
and Thursdays gets longer every
week. Zorn had trouble getting a
decent cheer out of his weary play-
ers following last week’s win over
Detroit, and Blache said the team
looked like “a Civil War army”
trudging to the locker room.

“We are tired. We are a very
beat-up football team,” Blache
said. “We need to make one more
push before the bye. If we can
make a few more strokes and get
to the shore, we'll be fine”

The Steelers are also banged
up — and with no rest on the
way because they've already had
their bye — but the excitement
of Monday night usually gets the
adrenaline going for both sides.
Putting aside thoughts of national
television and the election should
be easy enough, but Roethlis-
berger — who plays on a team
that doesn’t have cheerleaders
— came up with a new possible
distraction.

“Im not a big fan of playing
there because it is loud, they’re re-
ally good at home, and they try to
make their cheerleaders stretch in
our tunnel before we come out of
the locker room,” Roethlisberger
said. “That’s just not good”




MarshallParthenon.com

THEPARTHENON| ~ Nlewss | MONDAY, NOVEMBER 3, 2008

r

5

Local writing group releases 10-vear anthology book

BY COLIN THORN
THE PARTHENON

A group of local writers cel-
ebrated the release of its book as
well as the group’s 10-year anni-
versary Saturday night.

The Java Joint on Hal Greer
Boulevard and Third Avenue
was the scene of a collection of
art ranging from poetry, prose,
short stories, paintings and pho-
tography on Saturday night as
part of The Black Dogs Writing
Group’s book release party. The
event featured artwork from
some of the authors as well as
a public book reading from the

writers themselves.

Matthew Wolfe, religious stud-
ies professor at Marshall Univer-
sity and Black Dogs member for
eight years, said it is a real testa-
ment for a writing group to stay
together this long because of the
difficulty of providing construc-
tive criticism positively.

“We've managed to work really
well as a group and we still get
along quite well,” Wolfe said. “We
have a family of writers that we
can turn to. We help each other,
not just within the group, but also
outside of the group.*

According to the events press
release, The Black Dogs Writing

“We help each other, not just within the group, but
also outside of the group.”

MATTHEW WOLFE
RELIGIOUS STUDIES PROFESSOR AT MARSHALL

Group formed Nov. 1, 1998 as
three local writers met to cjitique
each other’s writing. The group’s
name stems from the name of
Marshall ~ University  English
professor and founding mem-
ber, Llewellyn McKernan's, dog,
Snickers. Black dog is also a met-
aphor for depression, which is a

problem several writers face,
McKernan said the group’s nur-
turing atmosphere is what keeps
the group going and the writers
continuing to follow their hobby.
“This group is a soft place to
land because it's welcoming and
open,” McKernan said. “They
try to help writers realize his or

her own vision. They are each
other’s best cheerleaders and I
think that's what keeps people
coming back.”

Wolfe said no one in the group
is making a living off of being a
writer. He said the group consists
of people working other jobs in-
cluding a scientist, a doctoral stu-
dent and a car dealer.

Marc Miller, sales representa-
tive at Dutch Miller Chevrolet,
read a story about his involve-
ment in a fantasy football game
with former Marshall football
greats. He said he has been in
the group for four years and his
membership has made his writ-

ing improve dramatically.

“I don’t have a degree in jour-
nalism or English,” Miller said.
“What’s happened is the Black
Dogs brought me in and nur-
tured me, shaped me and al-
lowed me to develop. I always
realized I've had a story to tell.
It's been through my involve-
ment in this group that I'm
slowly learning the tools I need
to tell my story.”

“Black Dogs Unleashed: The
Tenth Anniversary Anthology” is
available through Lulu Press.

Colin Thorn can be contacted at thorn12@
marshall.edu.

Marshall Thundering Herd men’s basketball takes it to
the house in opener against Wheeling Jesuit on Saturday

MARILYN TESTERMAN-HAYE | FOR THE PARTHENON
Above: Shaquille Johnson, freshman guard from Jacksonville, Fla., nets one in contribution to the 87-58 win over WJU, while freshman forward Kore White watches.
Right: Damier Pitts, freshman guard from Charlotte, N.C., dunks as senior guard/forward Markel Humphrey and junior forward Tyler Wilkerson look on from the bench.

have Huntington — we don’t have
one city. By us working for the com-
munity, we're going to learn from
them and they will see our enthu-
siasm and our youth and be excited
about cleaning up the city as well”

The projects of the campaign
include a new engineering fa-
cility, the alumni center and a
new softball field. The alumni
center is the only project that
has yet be completed.

LAMBDA

FROM PAGE 1

SIGNING

FROM PAGE 1

will be located at the intersec-
tion of Fifth Avenue and John
Marshall Drive. The new
center is a part of Marshall’s
Bridge Campaign linking ath-
letics, alumni and academics.

SUDOKU

Difficulty: 1 (of 5)

the bond between the city and
Marshall University.

“I think it makes everybody work
toward one goal” Parks said. “It
seems like we have Marshall and we

" Colin Thorn can be contacted at thorn12@

Taylor Kuykendall can be contacted
marshall.edu.

at Kuykendall@marshall.edu.

The recreational center will also
include a three-lap running track,
basketball courts, a swimming pool
and four large fitness instruction
classrooms.

“It’s not just the building that will

CONSTRUCTION

FROM PAGE 1

PARTHENON
CLASSIFIEDS.

equipment such as tents, sleeping
bags and lanterns.
“We want students to be able to

Che Herald-Dispatch

go out and experience the beauty of  make the facility great, but it will be 3 514 1 p NI Tw——
West Virginia,” Stewart said. the people that work in it, manage it
Subcontractors  from Masca-  and use the facility,” Stewart said. 512 6 8 ;
ro Construction Company have More than 100 students have be- l4o THE
worked 10 hours a day in order to  gun the employment process and 4 1 8 ) = v * PARTH ENON

get the building done in time.
“This facility will have the appear-
ance of a health club,” Stewart said.

will undergo training sessions up
until the opening.

Reach more
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thrcare ¥ 9,000

9 2 Opening
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senior guard Darryl Merthie led the
team with three steals each.

For Jones, the lasting image
he’ll take from the first exhibition
game of his second year in Hun-

“(Baines) plays with great pas-
sion, great energy, chases basket-
balls — that’s always going to be p ; 6 2 3
the strength of his game,” Jones
said. “But he’s turned into more of
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Married couple spends time together
while cheering for the Thundering Herd

BY KAYLA QUEEN
THE PARTHENON

Behind pom-poms and stunts,
the Marshall University cheer-
leading squad holds a spirit-
filled love story of husband and
wife.

Candice Michael-Gilliam, 21,
political science major and Jake
Gilliam, 21, physical education
major, both from Wayne, W.Va.,,
are two members of the Herd
cheerleading squad.

The couple attended Wayne
High School together and began
dating in February 2004.

“We went to school together
our whole lives, but we didn't re-
ally meet and hang out until my

freshman year (of high school),”

Michael-Gilliam said.

Michael-Gilliam said while in -

high school she asked her future
husband for a ride home after
school one day.

“We didnt sax a word the
whole ride home,” Michael-Gil-
liam said.

A sweetheart dance for Valen-
tines Day was the couple’s first
date, and Gilliam said his wife
first caught his eye when they
were both participating in school
activities. ;

“She was a good girl and she
was really pretty” Gilliam said.
“We were at a lot of the same
places and involved in the same
stuff. She got me”

Michael-Gilliam said she was
drawn to Gilliam’s personality.

" “He really had a lot of confi-
dence, and it was a challenge,
Michael-Gilliam said.

Michael-Gilliam has been in-
volved in cheerleading for about
eight years, but only started
cheering because one of her
friends did in the 7th grade.

‘I had no real interest but all
my friends were doing it she
said. “I did gymnastics and tum-
bling, though. So it was an outlet
to show that a little bit. I didn’t
know I would love it.”

After high school cheerlead-
ing, Michael-Gilliam decided to
continue pumping up a crowd.

“I thought about cheering and
I wasn’t done with it,” she said. “I
love stunting and tumbling and

PHOTO COURTESY OF CANDICE MICHAEL-GILLIAM

Jake Gilliam is a physical education major and Candice Michael-Gilliam is a
political science major. Both Marshall cheerleaders are from Wayne, W.Va.

traveling”

However, Michael-Gilliam said
trying out for Marshall’s squad
was a bit tense.

“I got really nervous in the be-
ginning,” Michael-Gilliam said. “T
told my mom ‘No, 'm not doing
it, but I did and I made it

Michael-Gilliam overcame the
pressure of her tryout in 2006,
but her husband felt differently
on his tryout day this fall.

“There was no pressure, be-
cause if I didn’t make it, it would
be kind of embarrassing, but not
really, because it was kind of em-
barrassing that I was even trying
out,” Gilliam said.

Already having nearly a decade
worth of practice, Michael-Gil-
liam taught her husband the ba-
sic skills for cheerleading in just
one week.

“I knew what the requirements
would be to try out, and I knew
if I could do it, I would make the
team,” Gilliam said.

“I'm a good teacher,” Michael-
Gilliam said. : :

Gilliam said having fun and

PHOTO COURTESY OF CANDICE MICHAEL-GILLIAM

0ff the field, Gilliam and Michael-Gilliam said they take pleasure in watching
movies, spending time with their families and saving up for weekend getaways.

spending more time with his wife
played a part in his decision to
try out.

“I was almost totally against it
until they went to Daytona,” Gil-
liam said. “I really saw how much
fun it was”

Gilliam said the fact that he
would already be at the football
games also played a part in his
decision.

“So I figured why not go,
cheer and be with my wife,”
Gilliam said.

Michael-Gilliam said her hus-
band has caught on quickly to
the basics and has gained skills
to become a good addition to
the squad.

However, there is one cheer-
leading skill Gilliam said he
needs to work on.

“I think I could be good at
tumbling, but I don't have the
courage,” Gilliam said.

The squad needed more male
cheerleaders, and Gilliam said
he knew he would get better with
experience.

Also, Gilliam said he really en-
joys being so close to the football
game and seeing the plays.

“That’s the best part because I
really do like the football team,”
Gilliam said. “So it’s cool to be
down close to it

The couple agreed that being on
the squad together has only helped
their relationship, and they try to
spend time together, but also with
their other teammates.

“On trips we like to stay sepa-
rate,” Michael-Gilliam said. “We
stay with the people they put us
in rooms with. And we work sep-
arate; all of our classes are sepa-
rate. So cheering is really the only
time we get to see each other”

“I get sick of her all the time,”
Gilliam said jokingly.

Michael-Gilliam said it’s im-
portant to build relationships with
teammates as well as each other.

“I want him to really bond, be-
cause I've had all that,” Michael-
Gilliam said.

" Gilliam said some things have
changed since he and his wife
started cheering together.

“Before I started cheering,
Candice wanted me to go stunt
with her all the time Gilliam
said. “But now, we never stunt.”

Of all the games and trips the
couple has experienced together,
the trip to the University of Ala-
bama at Birmingham was their
favorite; and not just because
they were together.

“We played charades as a team
and it was so funny, Michael-
Gilliam said.

When they aren’t cheering, the
Gilliam’s like to find other ways
to spend time together.

“We really love to watch mov-
ies,” Michael-Gilliam said. “We
like to get as much family time as
we can, too.”

The two agreed that their fa-
vorite thing to do when they
aren’t cheering is to save up for
weekend getaways.

The couple was married May
25 in Nags Head, N.C.

Kayla Queen can be contacted at
queen53@marshall.edu.
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Married on May 25 in Nags Head, N.C., the couple enjoys the time they get to spend together while cheering for the
Thundering Herd. Michael-Gilliam said she taught her husband the skills needed to make the squad in only one week.
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CHOOSING A MAJOR GOT YOU FRAZZLED?

Got a dream job in mind, but don’t know where to start? It’s time
to get a reality check with SIGP, the fast, easy-to-use software that
helps you make important decisions about your future.

- Understand your work-related values, interests, and skills

« Get current, reliable, in-depth info on jobs and how to prepare

» Find out the skills employers want

« Develop your own education and career plan to make your way
to a brilliant future.

Wherever you're
going, get there
with SIGIP! 4

Go to www.marshall.edu/career-services
and start using Sigi3 today!
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