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Homecoming Court supports hurricane relief
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2024 Marshall University 2024 Marshall University 

Homecoming Royalty has agreed Homecoming Royalty has agreed 
to alter the philanthropy aspect to alter the philanthropy aspect 
of  their campaigns in support of  their campaigns in support 
of  Appalachian State University of  Appalachian State University 
following the destruction that following the destruction that 
Hurricane Helene has caused to Hurricane Helene has caused to 
their campus.their campus.

This change was announced This change was announced 
at the Unity Walk on Monday, at the Unity Walk on Monday, 
Sept. 30.Sept. 30.

“There’s been tragedy strike “There’s been tragedy strike 
all over this side of  our coun-all over this side of  our coun-

try,” said Bethany Jarrell, one of  try,” said Bethany Jarrell, one of  
the Homecoming royalty. “With the Homecoming royalty. “With 
all this inclement weather, I all this inclement weather, I 
think it’s our place right now to think it’s our place right now to 
do that. It’s time for us to step in do that. It’s time for us to step in 
and help our community.”and help our community.”

The other members of  the The other members of  the 
court include: Dylan Ellison, court include: Dylan Ellison, 
Skylar Elliott, Kylie Fisher, Skylar Elliott, Kylie Fisher, 
Rimsha Kingson, Haley Prather, Rimsha Kingson, Haley Prather, 
Jaxon Smith and Waylon Smith.Jaxon Smith and Waylon Smith.

Abigail Cutlip can be con-Abigail Cutlip can be con-
tacted at cutlip48@mar-tacted at cutlip48@mar-
shall.edushall.edu
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The court pictured left to right: Waylon Smith, Jaxon Smith, Haley Prather, 
Rimsha Kingson, Bethany Jarrell, Kylie Fisher, Skylar Elliott, Dylan Ellison.
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On Sept. 30, Harvard economist 
Gordon Hanson gave a presenta-
tion on understanding the economic 
challenges facing smaller communi-
ties, like those in Appalachia, dur-
ing local recessions and some solu-
tions to them.

Alongside Hanson were Brad 
Smith, the president of  Marshall 
University, Brandon Dennison, the 
vice president of  economic and 
workforce developement, and Ben 
Eng, professor of  marketing and 
entrepreneurship, to help in discus-
sions.

The discussion compared similar-
ities of  challenges faced due to job 

losses in manufacturing and energy 
sectors, the stress economic down-
turns put on smaller communities, 
community colleges and public uni-
versities and the challenges faced 
across Appalachia.

Gordon spoke on how job loss 
is not just an issue on its own, but 
rather an issue that causes many 
other issues to sprout up that make 
it harder to find a new job.

“The loss of  that dignity that 
comes with work can lead to social 
dislocation, which means fami-
lies can split, people can lose their 
homes, you have more children liv-
ing with single parents, you have a 
higher incidence of  drug and alco-
hol abuse,” Gordon said.

“What does that mean? Job loss 
begets eviction, you lose your car, 
your life starts to fall apart, you 
can’t find a new job,” Gordon said. 
“You’re trying to get your car back. 
You’re trying to keep your family 
together.”

Due to these issues, Gordon em-
phasized the importance of  giving 
money to those who have lost their 
job the moment they lose it to mini-
mize these issues. While this helps, 
it is only a stopgap measure. The 
long-term solution is to help those 
who have lost their jobs to find a 
new line of  work.

The long-term solution specifi-
cally lies within higher education 
and educating future entrepreneurs 

and workers. However, Smith ex-
panded on the problems facing 
higher education.

“The problem most in need of  
solving and how do we make sure 
we have an in-demand curriculum 
that is training for those skills and 
capabilities, so we can use the next 
generation of  talent to solve the 
problem,” Smith said.

According to Smith, this problem 
is extremely important to solve due 
to its effects on local-level reces-
sions. Due to curriculums in higher 
education moving slowly, it makes 
teaching for the skills required for 
the local job market more difficult.

Smith went on to say while the 
curriculum needs to adapt quicker. 

However, entrepreneurs are what 
will help with creating new job op-
portunities for smaller communities 
and will make educating those who 
have lost their jobs more manage-
able for higher education.

To create new entrepreneurs, 
Smith found that a shift in the ide-
ology of  how prospective college 
students look at their careers is very 
important.

 “I wish we would stop asking the 
next generation, ‘What do you want 
to do when you grow up?’ We should 
ask them what problem do you want 
to solve in this world,” Smith said.

Luke Campbell can be con-
tacted at cambell405@marshall.
edu.

Harvard economist discusses local challenges

StoryCorps mobile tour collects stories on campus
By ELLA BUMGARDNER
STAFF REPORTER
 

 In partnership with West Virginia 
Public Broadcasting, StoryCorps is 
visiting Huntington to share stories 
from members of  the community. 

The StoryCorps mobile tour 
made their 8th stop of  the 2024 tour 
by visiting Huntington throughout 
most of  September. 

The team travels around the 
country collecting different stories, 
trying to capture voices of  people in 
the United States. Throughout the 
year, the team visits 10 cities and re-
turned to West Virginia for the first 
time since 2018. 

At every stop, StoryCorps con-
ducts an outreach to get different 
members of  the community in-
volved by working on behalf  of  the 
community, trying to highlight un-

derrepresented voices. 
StoryCorps Bilingual Mobile Fa-

cilitator, Sam Berkrot, shared how 
every community has a different 
story to share. 

“I think it is really special and 
interesting getting to hear what the 
community has to say and the fact 
that we are living here during this 
time by default really helps you to 
learn about the region and commu-
nity.”

Throughout their time on Mar-
shall’s campus, StoryCorps has 
been able to hear a variety of  stories 
from the community including pro-
fessors, students, and people from 
all over the state. 

“My last recording was between 
two brothers who are immigrants 
from Ireland, who are living in 
other parts of  West Virginia came 

to talk about their family history,” 
said Berkrot. 

One of  the many members of  
the community who shared their 
story this last month was a former 
teacher during the time of  the fa-
mous Kanawha County textbook 
controversy.

“Being able to learn that histo-
ry not only for the first time from 
someone who experienced it first-
hand and have them in the booth is 
so cool,” said Berkrot.  

The community can expect to find 
the stories recorded by StoryCorps in 
Huntington around late November 
on the StoryCorps archive.

Ella Bumgardner can be con-
tacted at bumgardner20@mar-
shall.edu

By LUKE CAMPBELL
STUDENT REPORTER

Sam Berkrot stands in front of the 
StoryCorps Airstream Bus.

Photo by Ella Bumgardner
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A s  e l e c t i o n  d ay  a p -
p ro a ch e s ,  t h e  d e a d l i n e  g e t s 
s h o r t e r  a n d  s h o r t e r  t o  b e -
c o m e  a  r e g i s t e re d  vo t e r. 

E l e c t i o n  d ay  w i l l  t a k e 
p l a c e  o n  Fr i d ay,  N ov.  5 ; 
h oweve r,  a p p rove d  a b s e n t e e 
vo t e r s  c a n  s u b m i t  t h e i r  vo t e 
t h ro u g h  m a i l .  A b s e n t e e  vo t -
i n g  b e g a n  o n  S e p t .  2 0  a n d 
w i l l  r u n  u n t i l  O c t .  3 0 . 

Pe o p l e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  a b s e n -
t e e  vo t i n g  i n c l u d e  t h o s e  w i t h 
m e d i c a l  exc u s e s ,  t h e  e l d e r l y, 
c i t i z e n s  o n  h o u s e  a r re s t  a n d 
o t h e r  b a r r i e r s  t h a t  m ay  p re -
ve n t  p e o p l e  f ro m  m a k i n g  i t 
t o  t h e  p o l l s  o n  e l e c t i o n  d ay. 

We s t  Vi rg i n i a  a l s o  a l l ow s 
fo r  t h o s e  t h a t  a re  d e p l oye d 

ove r s e a s ,  f i r s t  r e s p o n d e r s 
a n d  t h e  p hy s i c a l l y  d i s a b l e d 
t o  vo t e  r e m o t e l y. 

“ We ’ve  m a d e  i t  e a s i e r  t h a n 
eve r  f o r  r e g i s t e re d  We s t  Vi r -
g i n i a  vo t e r s  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n 
t h e  e l e c t i o n  a n d  c a s t  a  b a l -
l o t , ”  s a i d  M a c  Wa r n e r,  t h e 
We s t  Vi rg i n i a  S e c re t a r y  o f  
S t a t e ,  i n  a  p re s s  r e l e a s e  o n 
O c t .  1 9 . 

Wa r n e r  a l s o  s a i d  t h e  vo t e r 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  d e a d l i n e  i s  O c t . 
1 5 .  

I n  t h e  s a m e  p re s s  r e l e a s e , 
Wa r n e r  s a i d  h i s  o f f i c e  h a s 
m a n a g e d  t o  r e g i s t e r  ove r 
3 4 0 , 0 0 0  n e w  vo t e r s  i n  t h e 
l a s t  s eve n  ye a r s . 

“ C o n f i d e n c e  i n  We s t  Vi r -
g i n i a  e l e c t i o n s  h a s  n eve r 
b e e n  h i g h e r, ”  h e  s a i d . 

Wa r n e r  a l s o  s a i d  h e  w a n t s 
t o  e n s u re  We s t  Vi rg i n i a 
c i t i z e n s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t 
h i s  o f f i c e  t a k e s  c o m p l a i n t s 
s u r ro u n d i n g  e l e c t i o n  l aw 
v i o l a t i o n s  ve r y  s e r i o u s l y, 
a n d  eve r y  i n q u i r y  i s  i nve s -
t i g a t e d  by  h i s  I nve s t i g a t i o n s 
D i v i s i o n .  A l l  e l e c t i o n  l aw  i n -
ve s t i g a t i o n s  a re  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

E l e c t i o n  L aw  c o m p l a i n t 
f o r m s  c a n  b e  fo u n d  o n  t h e 
S e c re t a r y  o f  S t a t e ’s  o f f i c i a l 
we b s i t e .

T h i s  s a m e  O c t .  1 5  d e a d -
l i n e  a l s o  a p p l i e s  t o  t h o s e 
wh o  h ave  ch a n g e d  t h e i r  l e g a l 
n a m e  s i n c e  t h ey  l a s t  vo t e d . 

A b s e n t e e  vo t e r s  c a n  d e -
l i ve r  t h e i r  b a l l o t s ,  wh i ch 
c a n  b e  p r i n t e d  o u t  f ro m 
t h e  C a b e l l  C o u n t y  C l e rk ’s 

we b s i t e ,  t o  t h e  c l e rk ’s  o f f i c e 
a t  7 5 0  F i f t h  Ave nu e,  S u i t e 
1 0 8 .  B a l l o t s  c a n  b e  m a i l e d , 
f a xe d ,  e m a i l e d  o r  d e l i ve re d 
by  h a n d . 

M a r s h a l l  U n i ve r s i t y  i s  a 
d e s i g n a t e d  Vo t e r  Fr i e n d l y 
C a m p u s  t h a t  a l l ow s  s t u d e n t s 
t h a t  a re  r e g i s t e re d  t o  vo t e  i n 
C a b e l l  C o u n t y  t o  vo t e  e a r l y. 
S t u d e n t s  t h a t  a re  r e g i s t e re d 
i n  a ny  c o u n t i e s  o t h e r  t h a n 
C a b e l l  c a n  c a s t  a  p rov i -
s i o n a l  b a l l o t ,  wh i ch  w i l l  b e 
c o u n t e d  c l o s e r  t o  e l e c t i o n 
d ay  a n d  ch e c k e d  t o  e n s u re 
t h a t  a  s t u d e n t  h a s  n o t  vo t e d 
i n  mu l t i p l e  c o u n t i e s . 

C a d e n  A d k i n s  c a n 
b e  c o n t a c t e d  a t  a d -
k i n s 1 6 5 9 @ m a rs h a l l . e d u .

By GREG JONES 
STUDENT REPORTER

Marshall University is reintro-
ducing the diner on campus at 
Towers as “Bison Bites.” 

The diner was formerly “The 
Den,” which was sponsored by 
Denny’s. The place has made 
changes including a new menu 
and a new appearance in the 
Towers Marketplace. 

At Bison Bites, students have 
easy access to breakfast foods, 
lunch options, salads, desserts 
and more. Since it’s located in 
Towers Marketplace, Marshall 
students don’t have to travel far 
to grab something to eat. Hours 
are also extended throughout 
the day, so students may order 
breakfast through a late night 
snack. Card payments are ac-
cepted as well as dining dollars. 

Along with dining dollars, stu-
dents have the ability to use meal 
swipes to purchase food, allow-
ing them to save some money in 
their pockets. 

Bison Bites’ name was created 
by a Marshall student. Out of  
many ideas, students narrowed 
it down to four or five popular 
names. “Bison Bites” won. 

In an interview, Brenda Ruff, 
lead of  day shift, spoke on the 
changes made to campus’ cafe. 

“They changed the name 
because they changed the restau-
rant,” Ruff  said. “When we had 
The Den, sales weren’t raised 
how they should be.” 

“Everything is going great 
right now,” Ruff  said about the 
change to Bison Bites. “Sales are 
going great, and the students 
seem to love it.”

Students are starting to no-
tice distinct changes in routines 
at the restaurant as well as the 
food. 

“They bring the food to 
you this time,” said Timothy 
Marchal, a senior at Marshall. 
“There’s a variety of  food, and I 
feel like it tastes better now. My 
favorite thing to order so far is 
the bacon, egg and cheese bis-
cuit with tater tots.”

Bison Bites features plenty of  
new food items on the menu, 
including the reuben sandwich, 
Philly cheesesteak wraps, que-
sadillas combos, chicken wings, 
hot honey chicken sandwiches, 
fish sandwiches, a variety of  sal-
ads and more. With any item on 
the menu, students may add or 
take away toppings.

While Bison Bites does not 

currently have a logo, a new one 
is expected to come soon. 

During the week, Bison Bites is 
open Monday-Friday from 10-12 
a.m. It is closed on Saturday and 

reopens from 6 p.m. to 12 a.m. 
on Sunday. 

Greg Jones can be 
contacted at jonesjr3@mar-
shall.edu.

The Den undergoes ‘Bison Bites’ rebranding

Absentee voting begins for 2024 election
By CADEN ADKINS
STUDENT REPORTER

Marshall University is a 
Voter Friendly Campus.

Photo by Baylee Parsons

Bison Bites is located in the Towers Marketplace.
Photo by Wade Sullivan
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 Career Fair offers real-world job opportunities

By MAGGIE GIBBS
STAFF REPORTER

 

Walking into the new 
bui ld ing at  the Huntington 
Cabel l  Wayne Animal  Shel ter, 
v i s i tor s  would never  know i t 
was  once a  school  and a s table 
for  Huntington’s  Mounted 
Patrol .  The only  remaining 
evidence of  the o ld Cook 
School  are  the pictures  hung 
per iodical ly  throughout  the 
bui ld ing,  h ighl ight ing jus t  how 
drast ic  a  change the bui ld ing 
has  undergone.

The new shel ter  boasts 
several  moder n features, 
inc luding a  dedicated cat 
room, a  specia l ized puppy area 
playful ly  dubbed “Barkingham 
Palace,”  quarant ine sect ions, 
adminis trat ive  spaces  and a 

conference room. Addit ional ly, 
a  surgica l  wing i s  now equipped 
to  handle  medical  procedures 
such as  spaying,  neuter ing 
and dental  care,  a  s igni f icant 
upgrade that  a l lows the shel ter 
to  perfor m these  serv ices  on-
s i te.

“The goal  i s  to  have a l l 
medical  care,  inc luding spay 
and neuter,  take place on-
s i te,”  sa id Courtney Proctor-
Cross,  execut ive  director  of  the 
shel ter.

The new space cater s  to  the 
animals ’  needs  and provides  a 
unique lear ning opportuni ty 
for  s tudents  f rom Mountwest ’s 
veter inar ian technic ian 
program. They can now gain 
valuable  c l in ica l  exper ience 
on-s i te,  working c lose ly  wi th a 
veter inar ian.

The fac i l i ty ’s  construct ion 
was  made poss ible  through 
donat ions,  partnerships  wi th 
veter inary profess ionals  and 
g rants.  These contr ibut ions 
have helped provide the shel ter 
wi th v i ta l  equipment ,  enabl ing 
i t  to  cont inue i t s  miss ion of  
rescuing and adopt ing out 
animals  in  the community.

Vis i t  the shel ter  at  1901 
James River  Rd,  Huntington, 
West  Virginia ,  to  volunteer 
to  walk  dogs  or  f ind a  new 
companion. 

Maggie Gibbs can be 
contacted at gibbs89@
marshall.edu.

By OLIVIA ANDREW-VAUGHAN
STAFF REPORTER

Local  animal  shel ter  introduces  renovations

Alumnus Zack Ihnat said at the most 
recent Marshall Career Fair on Wednes-
day, Sept. 25, that he secured a full-time 
job directly from the Career Fair. He now 
works as a design engineer for Kokosing 
Construction Company after attending it 
during his years as an undergrad. 

When discussing his journey to his cur-
rent position, he talked about the benefits 
of  the career fair and how he was offered 
his current job. 

“Knowing that I could come here and 
kind of  take a step into the professional 
world for a little bit was exciting for me,” 
Ihnat said. “I came here, and I ended up 
talking to the area manager for Kokosing 
at the career fair, and I was like, ‘I can 
come work for this guy.’” 

Jennifer Brown, the coordinator of  
the career fair, used Ihnat’s experience 

at the career fair as an example of  how 
the fair can help students progress in their 
careers. She said the goals of  the career 
fair are for students to network, find in-
ternships or even receive full-time job of-
fers. She also said that students are seeing 
these offers earlier than in previous years.

“Companies are extending offers be-
fore students even graduate in May,” 
Brown said.

She also discussed the distribution of  
companies, saying the three biggest areas 
are engineering, healthcare and busi-
ness; however, some areas Brown said she 
would love to see more representation for 
are computer science and liberal arts. 

Shewent on to say, just because a com-
pany may say engineering or be a hospi-
tal, they still have positions for liberal arts 
or arts and media majors. She used this 
example to emphasize the importance for 
students to go around to every booth. 

Freshmen Evan Vangundy and 
Charles Dolin said at the career fair that 
they were looking to talk to an engineer-
ing company, try to get an internship or 
explore future career options. 

Cyrah Moore, an MBA student, and 
Cheyenne Chapman, a senior in social 
work, described their experiences at past 
career fairs. 

Moore said, “I’ve been to one previ-
ously, and I found an internship at it.” 

“I’d like to find an internship for the 
summer to help me transition into a ca-
reer field,” Chapman said.

A Cintas Corporation representative 
at last year’s career fair said they recruited 
an intern who is returning to work for 
them again in December. Representatives 
from People’s Bank said they come to the 
career fair looking to recruit recent or up-
coming college graduates for their profes-
sional development program, a one-year 

mentorship that allows individuals to get 
hands-on experience in the banking in-
dustry. For students who aren’t ready to 
graduate, they look to build a relationship 

with them and then connect with them 
down the road. 

Olivia Andrew-Vaughan can be 
contacted at andrewvaugha@mar-

The dogs and cats have the
ir own dedicated spaces at the shelter.

Photos by Maggie Gibbs

The Career Fair took place in the Rec Center.
Photo by Olivia Andrew-Vaughan
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Couples on Campus: Billy & Michelle Biggs
By KAITLYN FLEMING
OPINIONS & CULTURE EDITOR

Courtesy of Michelle BiggsBilly and Michelle on their trip to Paris

When couples prioritize each other 
and support each other’s individual goals 
and aspirations, a strong and lasting bond 
is sure to follow, one member of  Mar-
shall’s Office of  the Registrar said. 

“We aren’t afraid to do things without 
each other,” Senior Associate Registrar 
Billy Biggs said. “We both know how 
dedicated we are to our jobs.” 

Likewise, Michelle Biggs, the direc-
tor of  the Herd Academy, said mutual 
support is significant in regards to work 
aspirations. 

“I know he will support me on ev-
erything I want to do with my career,” 
Michelle said. “I know where he wants to 
be in his career, and I keep him honest on 
how to get there.” 

While Billy said they don’t cross paths 
often, one time of  day the couple shares 
is their morning commute – albeit in the 
early hours of  the morning. 

“Michelle loves to get to work really 

early,” Billy said. “Both of  our offices 
don’t open until 8 a.m., but she has made 
me a believer that if  we don’t get to work 
by 7 a.m., then we are late.” 

Despite Michelle’s tendency to be an 
early bird, Billy said he appreciates start-
ing their days together. 

Beyond their shared morning routines, 
both Michelle and Billy said they enjoy 
traveling together; although, not every 
travel experience is picture perfect. 

During a trip to Louisville, Kentucky, 
to stay at the historic Seelbach hotel, 
the couple experienced a rather ghostly 
scene, they said. 

“Little did we know, the hotel was 
haunted, and the floor we stayed on is the 
most haunted floor,” Billy said. “We woke 
up on the opposite end of  the bed with 
the TV on.” 

When the pair isn’t frequenting 
haunted hotels, they said they enjoy trav-
eling across the United States and, most 
recently, to Paris and Amsterdam. 

“The reason was to take Sydney 

Michelle’s daughter and my stepdaugh-
ter to see Taylor Swift in Amsterdam,” 
Billy said. “It was also for me; I am not 
afraid to say I’m a ‘Swiftie.’” 

Billy’s love of  Swift, cats and standing 
up for others are just a few reasons Mi-
chelle is in awe of  him, she said. 

“He is the most honorable person,” 
Michelle said. “I admire his dedication 
to always doing what is right and being a 
champion for all people.” 

Likewise, Billy said he is fond of  Mi-
chelle’s affinity to balancing professional 
life and personal life.

“She is a great mother, and it is one of  
the first things you will notice,” Billy said. 
“She is always volunteering (and) on mul-
tiple boards and still finds time to relax.” 

Married for over six years, the cou-
ple said they enjoy staying home with 
their cats and planning their next travel 
destination. 

Kaitlyn Fleming can be con-
tacted at fleming115@marshall.
edu.

Midterm break makes its debut
By BAYLEE PARSONS
NEWS EDITOR

For the first time in decades, Marshall 
students are preparing for a midterm 
break.

The break, which is scheduled for 
Oct. 10 and 11, will allow students 
to have a long weekend off following 
midterms.

While some students may be pack-
ing their belongings for a weekend 
vacation, senior Sara Williams said she 
is most looking forward to having a short 
break from the stress of  her final year at 
Marshall. 

“I haven’t really had much relax-
ing time, so that’s probably what I’m 

going to do,” Williams said. “I haven’t 
been able to sleep in since the semester 
started, so that’ll be exciting.”

Although Williams said she will spend 
the break relaxing, she said she will also 
have to dedicate some of  her time to 
catching up on the strenuous homework 
demands of  her senior year.

Senior Isaac Raines said he is also ex-
cited to have time to rest, having felt the 
exhaustion of  college “ever since about 
the third week of  my freshman year.”

Raines said he plans to visit his home-
town of  Beckley, West Virginia, spend 
time with family and potentially make a 
trip to the Trans-Allegheny Lunatic Asy-
lum in Weston, West Virginia.

A member of  Marshall’s Student 
Government Association, Raines ini-
tially proposed the midterm break to the 
Budget and Academic Policy Commit-
tee last year. Raines said his idea sparked 
from seeing the amount of  Monday 
university holidays, such as Labor Day 
and Martin Luther King Jr. Day. He said 
having a midterm break would balance 
out classes, especially labs, canceled on 
those days.

Additionally, Raines said his hope 
was to give students a “mini break” 
since, previously, there was no sched-
uled time off between Labor Day and 
Thanksgiving.

“Around that time of  year, you’ve 

got Thanksgiving, and then you’ve got 
Christmas back-to-back. We had Labor 
Day earlier,” he said, “but in that middle 
there, there’s nothing to really break 
up the monotony of  the middle of  the 
semester.”

Although the break gives students two 
days off at midterm, it adds a week on to 
the end of  the semester, turning the uni-
versity’s typical 14-week semester into a 
15-week semester. 

Since the final weeks of  the semes-
ter are often met with burnout, not all 
students are happy with the schedule 
change.

“I think I like the idea of  having the 
break in there. It breaks it up,” Williams 

said, “but I also don’t know that I want 
to go longer in the end.”

“I feel like by the time I get to the end, 
I’m just ready to be done,” she added. 
“So, it’s dragging out, and I’m burnt out, 
and I’m just ready to be done.”

The university has already scheduled 
the Spring 2025 Semester midterm 
break for February 13 and 14, tack-
ing an extra week on in the spring, as 
well. Raines’ implemented 15/15-week 
schedule change is set to last for the next 
four academic years, at least.

Baylee Parsons can be con-
tacted at parsons406@marshall.
edu.
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By JOSEPH DICRISTOFARO
SPORTS EDITOR

Dot Hicks looks back 
on storied past 

By JOSEPH DICRISTOFARO
SPORTS EDITOR

Courtesy of HerdZone

Marshall Football outlasted the 
Western Michigan Broncos’ sec-
ond-half  comeback attempt to win 
27-20 on Saturday, Sept. 28, to se-
cure its second home win of  the 
season despite rainy conditions.

“I’m really proud of  the players’ 
effort and their refusal to lose,” 
head coach Charles Huff  said. 
“That’s what we talked about all 
week – there will be two teams: 
one who wants to win and one who 
refuses to lose. We went through 
what that looked like – battling ad-
versity and finding a way regard-
less of  the circumstances to battle 
through.”

The Herd came out of  halftime 
with a 17-3 lead over the Broncos. 
That lead quickly dissipated over 
the third quarter and the early mo-
ments of  the fourth with Western 
Michigan evening the score at 20.

Marshall’s defense turned the 
tide of  the game in the fourth, 
with Jabari Ishmael forcing a 
costly fumble from WMU quar-
terback Hayden Wolff. The Herd 
offense, led by quarterback Stone 
Earle, took full advantage of  the 
turnover.

A pair of  breakaway runs from 
running back AJ Turner knocked 
the Broncos’ defense back on its 
heels. Earle delivered the subse-
quent knockout blow on a 34-yard 

touchdown pass to Christian Fitz-
patrick to give the Herd the lead 
27-20 going into the last half  doz-
en minutes of  the quarter.

The biggest stop of  the game 
came at the hands of  the Herd’s 
defense. The Broncos put together 
a methodical drive that drained 
seven minutes off  the clock and 
put itself  inside the Marshall 10-
yard line with only 37 seconds left 
in the contest.

Defensive standout Mike Green 
stuffed Western Michigan’s run at-
tack on third-and-1, forcing the 
Broncos into a fourth-down at-
tempt. With the game on the line, 
Wolff  launched the ball out of  the 
back of  the end zone, which re-
sulted in a turnover on downs.

“All week, coach Huff  did a 
good job emphasizing the ability 
to respond when things are go-
ing wrong, what are you going to 
do next,” Green said. “They had 
some good drives, and on the last 
drive, they were marching down 
the field, and I told the guys, ‘We 
just need three plays to stop them 
on fourth down.’ When you em-
phasize the ability to respond, that 
helps the defense lock into differ-
ent levels. That led to the success 
we had on the last drive.”

Green finished the game with 
eight tackles, including a crucial 
late-game tackle for loss.

Continued on Page 7.

Herd bucks 
the Broncos 

at homeDorothy “Dot” Hicks, common-
ly referred to as the pioneer of  
women’s sports at Marshall Uni-
versity due to the decades of  work 
she dedicated to women’s athlet-
ics, was named the 2024 Home-
coming grand marshal.

Hicks said she was surprised by 
the announcement but was hon-
ored that she is being recognized 
as a key part of  Marshall history 
like many past grand marshals.

“I was shocked, but I’m very 
happy. It was a good shock. I 
thought, ‘Now, do I equal to Red 
Dawson?’ (refering to the ‘Young 
Thundering Herd’ head coach) 
I just finally settled in and said, 
‘Yes, I do,’” Hicks said.

During her time at Marshall, 
Hicks held many roles such as pro-
fessor and chair of  the physical 
education department. 

In the athletics department, 
she wore even more hats being a 
three-sport coach for volleyball, 
tennis and golf. She was also the 
director of  athletics for women’s 
sports and the liaison to the Asso-
ciation for Intercollegiate Athlet-
ics for Women (AIAW).

Making history became com-
monplace for Hicks during her 
time serving Marshall Athletics. 
The first two scholarships award-
ed to female athletes at Marshall 
were given by Hicks to basketball 
player Kathy Haas and golfer 
Nancy Bunton.

Hicks said scholarships were a 
step in the right direction for ad

vancing women’s athletics at Mar-
shall. Prior to that time, most ex-
penses were paid for out of  pocket.

“We didn’t have any money. It 
was mainly the faculty and I that 
took them on trips and paid most 
of  their expenses at that time,” 
Hicks said. “We needed to let the 
men in the athletic department 
know that when we come under 
them, we expected them to have 
more scholarships for women.”

By the early 1980s women’s ath-
letics at Marshall had started the 
transition from the AIAW to the 
NCAA.

“We did everything under AIAW 
as we did with NCAA. We kept 
growing. We kept adding,” Hicks 
said. “When we finally got en-
dorsed in the early 1980s, we went 
under the NCAA. Once we got 
into NCAA, we kept improving, 
kept giving more scholarships.”

Hicks said that once the Herd 
began winning championships is 
when she believed that they were 
making progress in the work she  
and others had done in supporting 
women’s athletics at Marshall.

Prior to her time at Marshall, 
Hicks had done work at East Ten-
nessee State University that im-
proved its athletic program. Hicks 
taught 14 years at ETSU before 
coming to Huntington in 1969.

“They had some sports, and 
they were going well, but some of  
those people had been there a long 
time and were tired of  the sports,” 
Hicks said. “So, as a group, we sat 
down and kept expanding until we 
got the program that we wanted 
and were able to play with the 
University of  Tennessee and some 
of  the other schools in our state. 
But also, we played Western Caro-
lina and James Madison.”

Before and after her retirement 
in 1999, Hick’s impact has been 
seen throughout Marshall. In 
1990, she was inducted into the 
Marshall Athletics Hall of  Fame, 
and, in 2008, the Herd Soft-
ball field bearing her name was 
opened.

Joseph DiCristofaro can be 
contacted at dicristofar1@
marshall.edu.

Dot Hicks.
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Men’s Soccer slays 
the Monarchs 

The No. 7 ranked Marshall 
Men’s Soccer came through with 
a win 2-1 against the Old Domin-
ion University Monarchs, making 
their season record 7-1-1 and 2-0-
0 in conference play. The game 
took place on Sunday, Sept. 29, at 
Hoops Family Field.

“I thought it was a tough game. 
ODU has vastly improved from last 
year,” head coach Chris Grassie 
said. “They were really tough com-
petitors. The game could have gone 
either way, and I’m really proud of  
our guys.”

“I thought there was a moment 
in the second half  where we were 
amazing; we played really well,” 
he went on to say. “Those are the 
moments that we need to take the 
game. We didn’t do that, and then 
it became a battle, but I’m proud 
of  our guys for winning the bat-
tle.” 

After a delayed start to the 
game, the game was able to start 
at 4:45 p.m.

Both offenses struggled at first 
with only one shot from Marshall. 
Old Dominion served better with 
five shots, with only two shots on 
goal between the two teams in the 
first half. 

Goalkeeper Aleksa Janjic was 
able to save a Monarch penalty 
kick with one minute remaining 
in the first half  to keep the game 
scoreless going into the second 
half  of  the game.

Marshall scored the first goal of  

the game just nine minutes into 
the second half  when Aymane 
Sordo sent a pass to Pablo Simon, 
who sent it through the cross, and 
Lineker Rodrigues dos Santos shot 
it to the back of  the net to bring 
the score 1-0 for Marshall.

Old Dominion was able to battle 
back as Marcelo Randolf  kicked a 
pass to Key White who raced down 
the field and sent the ball through 
the net as the Monarchs drew even 
at 1-1 at the 74-minute mark.

In the 85th minute of  the match, 
Taimu Okiyoshi kicked a corner 
kick in, and Aleksandar Vukovic 
headed the ball for a shot on tar-
get, but the Old Dominion goal-

keeper was able to save it. How-
ever, Marco Silva was able to get 
the ball back and tap the ball into 
the net to regain the lead. 

Silva’s goal led Marshall to take 
the win and stay undefeated in 
conference play.

“We have to ride the rhythm a 
little bit better, so when we have 
possession of  the ball and we are 
pulling apart, we have to stick with 
it, and then we have to be on our 
toes for when the other team coun-
ter attacks. Like today, ODU had a 
lot of  pace,” Grassie said.

There were four yellow cards in 
the first half, all on Marshall, and 
3 yellow cards in the second, all on 
Old Dominion; there were no red 
cards or ejections.

Old Dominion held a 12-7 ad-
vantage in shots and a 6-3 advan-
tage in corner kicks while both 
teams had three shots on goal. 

“JMU has some attacks, so we 
have to be prepared for that, but 
if  we can control the ball and con-
trol the game, we don’t have to 
worry so much about the counter 
attacks,” Grassie said.

The Thundering Herd faces the 
James Madison University Dukes 
to continue conference play Fri-
day, Oct. 4, at Hoops Family Field. 
The game is scheduled to start at 
7:15 p.m.

Nate Harrah can be con-
tacted at harrah52@mar-
shall.edu

By NATE HARRAH
STUDENT REPORTER

Courtesy of HerdZone

Continued from Page 6
The Herd’s first drive of  the 

game resembled that of  the con-
test against the Ohio State Buck-
eyes with a Payne touchdown. 
Only this time, it was tight end 
Toby Payne who received a 32-
yard pass from Earle and trotted 
into the end zone.

Marshall dominated the first 
half  offensively, with flashes 
from both the running game and 
through the air.

An explosive 67-yard run from 
Turner in the late stage of  the 
second quarter put the Herd in 
scoring position once more where 
Earle connected with Carl Ches-
ter for the score.

Earle finished the game with 

three touchdowns, 177 yards and 
another 53 yards on the ground. 
Turner notched his third 100-
yard game of  the season with 124 
yards. 

The men draped in Kelly 
Green produced 420 yards of  to-
tal offense with 243 being rushing 
yards.

The Herd begins Sun Belt Con-
ference play on Saturday, Oct. 
5, against the Appalachian State 
Mountaineers in front of  a home 
crowd at Joan C. Edwards Sta-
dium.

Joseph DiCristofaro can be 
contacted at dicristofar1@
marshall.edu.

Photo by Wade SullivanFitzpatrick dives for the end zone.
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I will always root for them
Recently, I saw on social media 

that a former classmate of mine, 
Mor Ilderton, is auditioning for the 
26th season of NBC’s “The Voice.” 
That is an outstanding accomplish-
ment within itself, and I made sure I 
was home in time to watch his audi-
tion.

I can’t remember the last time I 
talked to or saw him, but that doesn’t 
matter to me. When I see someone 
I’ve crossed paths with doing great 
things, I will always root for them.

No matter who they are, where 
they are or what they did that was so 
great, you can count on me cheering 
for them.

Everyone, especially people who 
grew up in small towns, have people 
that were only meant to be there 
for a season, and one of the most 
prominent examples of this are old 
classmates. Chances are, graduation 
night was the last time you saw a lot 
of your fellow classmates from high 
school, but that doesn’t mean they 
are gone forever. 

The past 12 years have been spent 
with these people, so of course they 
won’t immediately disappear. Al-
though you may never be in the 
same room with them again, they 
live on in your nostalgia, memory 
and Instagram feed.

We all know the feeling of that 
random lab partner showing up 
with an exciting announcement, 
and, in this case, I will always be ex-
cited for them.

Just because we’ve moved on from 
high school doesn’t mean we should 
move on from being proud of each 
other, and just because we haven’t 

talked since that one class doesn’t 
mean I can never comment a “con-
gratulations” or “excited for you” 
when I’m genuinely celebrating with 
you.

Oftentimes, the reason that re-
lationship faded was due to life 
changes, not negative forces. As we 
go through different stages of life, 
people come and go, but that’s not 
inherently a bad thing. 

Taylor Swift, a global musical sen-
sation, wrote a song entitled “doro-
thea” in her 2020 album “evermore” 
about supporting friends and rela-
tionships that died off over time, 
and there is something so beautiful 
about not letting the barriers of time 
and distance separate old friends 
and acquaintances.

Swift posted on X (formerly Twit-
ter) when the album was released, 
talking about the song. She de-
scribed “dorothea” as a song about 
childhood and the connections you 
make.

It’s even better to see groups of 
once-connected people banding to-
gether for others. For instance: my 
high school graduating class. On 
my old classmate’s social media ac-
count, there are hundreds of likes 
and comments from our class cheer-
ing him on in his endeavors.

That’s the power of a community 
that cares for its own. 

That’s why I will never be above 
wishing my old classmates good 
luck. Whether it’s been two years 
since graduation or 50, I will always 
root for them.

Sarah Davis can be contact-
ed at davis1355@marshall.edu

By SARAH DAVIS
MANAGING  EDITOR

Sarah Davis Photo by Wade Sullivan
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By JORDAN OOTEN
STUDENT REPORTER

By JORDAN OOTEN
STUDENT REPORTER

A collection of  photographs from 
all around the world is highlighted in 
a new exhibit around Marshall Uni-
versity’s campus.

Titled “Impact of  Exchange: Sto-
ries from U.S. Exchange Alumni,” 
the exhibit shows photographs taken 
by U.S. citizen alumni in their travels 
all over the globe. 

 The exhibit description says, 
“Their photographs will transport 
you to the home-cooked meals they 
received, the music and dance festi-
vals they witnessed and the many sun-
rises and sunsets that they shared.”

Marshall is the first college cam-
pus to host the traveling exhibit, and 
84,500 visitors have come to see it 
since its debut in September 2023.

The works shown in the exhibit are 
from Spain, Morocco, Costa Rica, 

Taiwan and many others. 
The work of  Emma Astad, a Ful-

bright English teaching assistant who 
worked in Spain, shows the traditions 
of  Spain in a photo of  flour-throwing.

“The breadth of  human behaviors 
and emotions are captured, from ca-
sual conversation to pure, unabashed 
joy,” she said. “Oftentimes, we find 
ourselves living vicariously through 
the familiar to partake in and connect 
with the unfamiliar. In this case, to 
connect with a rich tradition.”

Ava Loudbear, National Security 
Language Initiative for Youth scholar-
ship recipient who studied in Taiwan, 
spoke about hiking in the mountains 
of  Yangmingshan National Park.

“After living in the desert for 12 
years, I loved seeing all the green,” 
she said. “This was a great break 

since COVID-19 limited our pro-
gram activities.”

Loudbear also had a photograph 
of  a family on the streets of  Taiwan 
at night. 

In the photo, she said, “When I 
look at this photo, I feel connected 
to the people of  Taiwan and am re-
minded of  my host family.”

The exhibit is being shown from 
Old Main to the Memorial Student 
Center from Sept. 25 through Oct. 
18. 

The “Impact of  Exchange: Stories 
from U.S. Exchange Alumni” exhibit 
is sponsored by the U.S. Department 
of  State. 

Jordan Ooten can be contact-
ed at ooten42@marshall.edu.

Art exhibit by Marshall faculty to examine 
environmental issues 

“Impact of Exchange” Exhibit

Courtesy of the VAC

Photos by Wade Sullivan

Visual Arts Center

The Visual Arts Center will be 
showing a new exhibit featuring 
Marshall fibers professor Miyuki 
Akai Cook and Houston-based artist 
Masumi Kataoka.

The exhibit is described to be, ac-
cording to the press release, “a look 
as traditional craft techniques tran-
scend into fine arts.”

Of  the exhibit, Cook said she 
wants to appeal to a family audience. 

“My message is to reveal valuable 
animals that are disappearing from 

Earth because of  environmental is-
sues and poaching by transforming 
them into monster-like creatures 
– creating a funny monster appear-
ance that can bring children’s curi-
osity, and it can be a conversation 
starter,” she said.

Cook’s work mainly emphasizes 
children’s future. 

In her Marshall bio, she said, “My 
work focuses on balance and dilem-
ma caught between human society 
with all mechanical development 

and human as a part of  nature.”
The exhibit will be shown from 

Oct. 7 to Nov. 7 in the Birke Art 
Gallery on the first floor of  the Vi-
sual Arts Center. It will begin with 
an electroforming workshop for stu-
dents at 9 a.m. followed by an artist 
talk with Kataoka at 5 p.m. It will 
also have an opening reception from 
6 to 7:30 p.m.

Jordan Ooten can be contact-
ed at ooten42@marshall.edu.

U.S. exchange alumni spotlighted 
in global photo exhibit



Coming to an area heavily im-
pacted by the opioid crisis is an 
opportunity to not only share 
knowledge, but to hear the stories 
of  the locals, one debut-author 
and investigative journalist said.

Philip Eli, author of   “Pre-
scription for Pain: How A Once 
Promising Doctor Became the Pill 
Mill Killer,” will launch his book 
tour across the Tri-State area on 
Oct. 3, with the first stop in Hun-
tington, West Virginia. 

“It’s a story I’ve been following 
almost since the very beginning of  

my journalism career in 2009,” Eli 
said. 

The story delves into the rise 
and fall of  Paul Volkman, a for-
mer Ohio doctor who illegally 
prescribed millions of  doses of  
pain medication in the cities of  
Portsmouth and Chillicothe, Ohio. 

Eli said, “I was fascinated by 
this story of  how a guy with really 
impressive credentials, an M.D. 
and Ph.D. from the University of  
Chicago, winds up veering so far 
off  the path that was laid out for 
him.” 

Eli went on to say the extreme 
charges against Volkman inspired 

him to take on the story as a young 
journalist.

“It was really the mystery and 
the raw facts of  the story that 
struck me,” he said. “Even though 
I was entirely unprepared at the 
time, I still dove in.” 

Speaking with Volkman as he 
awaited his trial in Chicago was a 
compelling and unexpected voy-
age, the author said. 

“I was not prepared to take 
on the rest of  the story, which 
involved telling the story of  his 
whole career - including malprac-
tice cases,” he said. 

Beyond speaking with Volkman, 

Eli said speaking with the family 
members of  Volkman’s former 
patients who passed away was sig-
nificant in putting the story in its 
proper context. 

Despite being a Rhode Is-
land-native, carefully telling this 
Appalachian story remained of  
the utmost importance to him, Eli 
said. 

“I approach Appalachia with 
the utmost respect - not as some-
body from here, but as somebody 
who, through a change of  personal 
connection, wound up telling a re-
ally big story here,” he said.

In terms of  Eli’s book tour, he 

said he plans to share the story 
with those most affected by it. 

“The opioid epidemic is a cri-
sis,” he said. “It’s permeated every 
corner of  the culture in southern 
Ohio and the broader region.” 

More so, Eli said his book event 
at Cicada Books provides him with 
the opportunity to hear from the 
people of  Huntington and their 
perspectives. 

Eli will discuss his book and 
speak with locals at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 3, at Cicada Books. 

Kaitlyn Fleming can be 
contacted at fleming115@
marshall.edu.

Cicada Books hosts true crime author 
to explore dark side of medicine
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STAFF REPORTER

Award-winning author gives live reading

Wilkinson teaches creative writing at the University of Kentucky.

Former Kentucky Poet Laure-
ate Crystal Wilkinson presented 
on Thursday, Sept. 26, as the 
first guest of  the semester for 
the A.E. Stringer Visiting Writ-
ers Series. She read from her 
newest book “Praisesong for 
the Kitchen Ghosts: Stories and 
Recipes from Five Generations 
of  Black Country Cooks.”

Wilkinson teaches creative 
writing at the University of  Ken-
tucky in Lexington, Kentucky. 
She is also a Bush-Holbrook en-
dowed professor and director of  
the division of  creative writing.

Wilkinson described her book 
as “really a culinary memoir.”

“It uses the lens of  food 
to trace my lineage back and 
back,” she said. 

During the reading, Wilkinson 
engaged the audience, prompt-
ing them to ref lect on what she 
called “kitchen ghosts,” those 
who embody the essence of  
cooking in their l ives. 

Moreover, Wilkinson offered 
valuable advice to budding writ-
ers, stressing the importance of  
regular practice. She revealed 
that many of  the poems in her 
books were born from writing 
prompts she and her husband 
would challenge each other with.

Maggie Gibbs can be 
contacted at gibbs89@mar-
shall.edu.
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CATHOLIC

St. Peter Claver
Catholic Church
828 15th St. (on 9th Ave) Htgn.

248-996-3960

Sunday Mass: 11:00a.m.
Daily Masses: 12:05 on

Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday
Confession by appointment

Father Shaji Thomas

H
D
-4
86
76
4

Fifth Avenue Baptist Church

www.fifthavenuebaptist.org
304-523-0115

1135 Fifth Avenue
Corner of Fifth Avenue & 12th Street in downtown Huntington

Sunday Morning Worship – 10:45 am

Visit our website for Worship Services
and for other times of Bible study, worship, and activities

for children, youth, and adults.

HD-486691

GrowYour Congregation
OurWorship Directory aims to help readers connect with religious
resources in our community. Make sure our readers know how you
can help with a presence in our weekly worship directory.
Contact us today to secure your spot on this ad.
Call Brenda at 304.526.2752 St. Joseph Roman

Catholic Church
HUNTINGTON, WV

526 13th Street
(304) 525-5202

Pastor: Msgr. Dean Borgmeyer

Sunday Mass Schedule
Saturday Vigil: 4:30 pm

Sunday: 8:00 am, 10:00 am,
12:00 Noon, 5:30 pm

Confessions
Saturday 8:25 am

Saturday 3:30 pm-4:25 pm
or by appointment

H
D
-4
86
69
0

H
D
-4
86

69
2

SACREDHEART
CATHOLIC CHURCH
2015 Adams Ave. Huntington, WV

304-429-4318
Mass Times: Sat. 5:00pm, Sun. 9am,

Confession: Tuesdays 4-5pm
Saturdays 4:15-4:45pm

or anytime by appointment
Office Hours Mon-Fri. 9am-2pm

Rev. Fr. Thomas

CATHOLIC

H
D
-5
06
57
2

GrowYour Congregation

Word Search Answers
1. Absentee 1. Absentee 
  
2. Biggs  2. Biggs  

3. Bison 3. Bison 

4. Break  4. Break  

5. Career  5. Career  

6. Crystal 6. Crystal 

7. Harvard 7. Harvard 
  
8. Homecoming 8. Homecoming 
  
9. Michigan 9. Michigan 

10. Philip 10. Philip 
  
11. Photo 11. Photo 
  
12. Root12. Root

H
D
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9

SOUTHSIDE
CLOISTER GARDENS

903-911 9th Ave.
1 BR, $700 + $600 SD

2 BR, Kit furn, cent elec heat,
wall AC, 950 sq ft w/patio, gated
front & rear entrance, laundry
facility on site, no pets $850 mo
+ $800 SD & year lease. Tenant
pays elec/water. Parking.
304-638-7777
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Scan here to follow us 
online:

Photos by Wade SullivanMarshall Football won their game against Western Michigan Saturday, Sept. 28. 

Marshall vs. Western Michigan
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